SPECIAL TESTIMONIES. 



RELATING TO VARIOUS MATTER IN 
BATTLE CREEK. 

July, 1894» 

(Hitherto unpublished. ) 

IN the night season I was in a dream or vision, which revealed 
some things in Battle Creek. My guide said, "Follow ms." I was direct- 
ly in Battle Creek; the streets were alive with bicycles ridden by 
our own people. There was a witness from heaven beholding our people 
indulging their desire for selfish gratification, and using the money 
in this way that should be invested in foreign missions to unfurl the 
banner of truth in the cities, and in the by-ways of the land. There 
was an infatuation, a craze upon the subject. The course of those who 
invest money in these things when starvation is at the very door of 
thousands, does not bear a telling testimony to the truth that the end 
of all things is at hand. These things are counterworking against the 
messages that God has given his messengers to proclaim in order to 
arouse the world to the great event which is just before us 0 

The Witness from heaven said, n I will turn my face from you for 
your pleasant picture and your selfish practices which are misrepre- 
senting the religion of Jesus Christ, and preparing a people, through 
denying him in practise, to be ensnared by the deceptions of these 
last days." Every device that Satan can invent to make our people dis- 
loyal to Jesus Christ, the Captain of our salvation, will be ready at 
hand. The notices given in our papers extolling bicycles might better 
be cut out and in their place the destitute foreign fields be represent- 
ed. "My people," saith the Lord, w do err and separate from the Source 
of their strength. In their works they deny me, and I will turn my 
face from them, unless they repent and do their first works. n 

America, and especially Battle Creek, where the greatest light 
from heaven has been shining upon the people, can become the place of 
greatest peril and darkness because the people do not continue to pra- 
ctice the truth and walk in the light. What was the meaning of the 
movement last winter (1893-94) in giving up jewelry and ornaments? 
Was it to teach our people a lesson? Were they prompted by the Holy 
Spirit to do those things, and to use the avail in the advancement of 
the work of God in foreign countries? And has Satan been counteracting 
the movement of the Holy Spirit upon human hearts, that reaction shall 
be allowed to take place, and another evil exist? The present manifes- 
tation is strikingly inconsistent with that movement of stripping off • 
the ornaments and giving up selfish indulgences which absorb the means, 
the mind, and the affections, diverting them into false channels. 

The light given me of God is that there is a work to be wrought in 
the heart which will not permit the mind and means to be thus pervert- 
ed from the great subject that should absorb every raind,-—the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness. Prepare, prepare for the great day of God. 
How can the people of Battle Creek interpret such movements, so dif- 
ficult to harmonize one with the other? May the Lord help his repre- 
sentative men to turn their influence into channels which he can ap- 
prove. 
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It is the work of the Holy Spirit to act as a reprover. This I 
am bidden to say to you, is the work that has been and must continue 
to be carried on in every church in our land. The more nearly we ap- 
proach the closing scenes of this earth *s history, the more pronounced 
will be the work of Satanj every species of deception will take the 
lead to divert the mind from God through Satan's devices. The imagin- 
ation will be intensely awakened in human minds to absorb money in 
buildings for convenience or to expend it unnecessarily through some 
excuse or invention of Satanj so that there will be less money to sup- 
port laborers in the field, and less money for the opening of new 
fields, and money will be unwisely appropriated to do things that 
are really good works, but by doing which the larger and more essential 
work is cramped, and many things cannot be undertaken at all, in the 
lifting of the banner of truth in new fields, with the proper dignity 
that should characterize the proclamation of warning that should be 
given to our world* If at the great heart of the work the pulse beats 
are violent and erratic, the peril to spiritual life affects the whole 
body. 

Brethren and sisters in Battle Creek, I inquire, Who hath be- 
witched you, that you should not obey the truth, not only by profes- 
sion, but by practice? Shall the idols be expelled from the heart, 
and Jesus be enthroned there? He is standing knocking at the door of 
every heart; do you hear his voice saying, Open unto me, I have heaven- 
ly treasures, goods of imperishable value j buy of me gold tried in the 
fire that you may be rich; buy white raiment and eye-salve? These 
are the goods you need, which, if you possess, will open to you the 
pearly gates of the city of God* He has been calling, calling, in 
the rich gospel feast he has presented to you, that you may be fed 
with the Bread of Life, and Christ is still knocking at the door of 
your hearts. 

Many go to Battle Creek expecting to find an influence similar to 
that of heaven, but they soon find practices not at all in accordance 
with their ideas of truth, and the separate, peculiar people who are 
to represent the most pure, holy principles of religion that were ever 
given to the world. Many have been led to walk in false paths ' through 
being brought in connection ivith those who are not consecrated, self- 
denying followers of Jesus Christ 0 These false professors have ser- 
ved as decoys to divert souls from the principles of truth and right- 
eousness. 

Where are the faithful sentinels in Battle Creek to keep the fort? 
T/Vhere are the minute men to be' on guard and not relax their vigilance 
for one moment, —men who watch, men who pray, men who walk humbly in 
meekness and lowliness, after the example of the grestest Missionary 
that ever visited our world, who is our Pattern? 

My soul is weighed down continaully as a cart beneath sheaves. 
0 why do men become so spiritually blind? Poor trifiers prefer their 
idols to Jesus Christ, admitting them into the heart, while Jesus is 
left standing without. Will you compel God to work, and dash one 
after another of your idols to the ground, that those who claim to be 
Christians may be driven from the perishable to the eternal? 

You have been mads the depositaries of sacred, solemn messages of 
warning to an idolatrous and impenitent world, and the Lord is not 
pleased with your ways; he cannot prosper you in thus misrepresenting 
the truth, denying the message by your own course of action. Will our 
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people awake? Will they continue to strain every nerve to purchase 
things they do not positively need, which are making them a by-word 
before the world? The Lord has money in the hands of his stewards, 
which they are misappropriating, binding it up in idols of some de- 
scription* 

We have set before you our wants in this f oregin field, but you 
have not had ears to hear and hearts to feel, and instead of consider- 
ing our position in this new region beyond, instead of denying you)>- 
selves that we may have facilities, you bind up the things of God in 
the things which he names idols; It is time that there was a different 
order of things in Battle Creek, else the judgments of God will surely 
faH upon the people. His blessing has rested upon you in large mea- 
sure j has it made you laborers together with him? Are not our people 
in Battle Creek demonstrating to unbelievers that they do not believe 
the truth which they claim to advocate? God has been calling them 
away from every species of self-indulgence, and all manner of extrava- 
gance, When the church has had great light, then is her peril if she 
does not walk in the light, and put on her beautiful garments, and 
arise and shine; darkness will becloud the vision, so that light will 
be regarded as darkness, and darkness as light. Iflhen the believers in 
Battle Creek shall not only be penitent occasionally, but shall walk 
in humility, doers of the word, the world will take knowledge of them 
that they have been with Jesus. 0 how can the Spirit speak to impress 
hearts so that they will obey his voice. 

ELLEN G. TOTE. 

Norfolk Villa. Prospect St. 
Granville . N. S. W., 
July* 1894 . 
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SECOND LETTER, 



I WISH to remind my brethren of the cautions and warnings that have 
been given me in reference to constantly investing means in Battle 
Creek in order to make a little more room, or to make things more con- 
venient. New fields are to be entered, the truth is to be proclaimed 
as a witness to all nations i The work is hindered, so that the banner 
of truth cannot be uplifted, as it should be, in these new fields. 
While our brethren in America feel at liberty to invest means in 
buildings which time will reveal that they would do just as well and 
even better without, thousands of dollars are thus absorbed that the 
Lord called for, to be used in "regions beyond." I have presented 
the warnings and the caution, as the word of the Lord; but my heart 
has been made sad to see that, notwithstanding all these, means has 
been swallowed up to satisfy these supposed wants, building has been 
added to building, so that the money could not be used in places where 
they have no conveniences, no building for the public worship of God 
or to give character to the work, no place where the banner of truth 
could be uplifted. These things I have set' before you, and yet you 
have gone on just the same, absorbing means, God»s means, in one 
locality, when the Lord has spoken that too much was already invested 
in one place, which meant that there was nothing in other places where 
there should be buildings and facilities to make even a beginning. 
What call had you to invest thousands of dollars in additional school 
buildings? You supposed you needed all this outlay, but did not en- 
treaties come for you not to do this? 

I was shown that a terrible condition of things is seen to exist 
in our world. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, ready to de- 
part. Already the Lord's restraining power is being withdrawn from 
the earth, and the power of Satan is working in the world to stir up 
the religious elements, under the training of the great deceiver, to 
work with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in the children of dis- 
obedience. Already the inhabitants of the earth are marshalling under 
the leadings of the prince of darkness, and this is only the beginning ' 
of the end. • The law of God is made void. We see and hear of confusion, 
perplexities, want and famine, earthquakes and floods; terrible out- 
rages will be committed by menj passion not reason bears sway. The 
wrath of God is upon the inhabitants of a world that is fast becoming 
as corrupt as were the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. Already 
fires and floods are destroying thousands of human beings and the pro- 
perty that has been selfishly hoarded by the oppression of the poor. 
The Lord is soon to cut short his work, and put an end to sin. 0 that 
the scenes which have come before me, of the iniquities practiced in 
these last days, might make a suitable impression on the minds of God's 
professed people. 

As it was in the days of Moan, so shall it be when the Son of 
man shall be revealed. The Lord is removing his restrictions from the 
earth, and there will be death and destruction, and increasing crime, 
and evil, cruel workings against the rich who have exalted themselves 
above the poor. Those who have not God»s protection will find no safety 
in any place or position. Human agents are being trained, and are 
using their inventive power to put in operation all the most powerful 
machxnery to wound and kill. Instead of our enlarging and erecting ad- 
ditional buildings in Battle Creek or other places where our institu- 
tions are already established, there should be a limiting of the wants. 
Let the means and workers be scattered to represent the truth and give 
the warning message in "regions beyond." 
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When the children of Israel were on their journey through the wil- 
derness, the Lord protected them from the venomous serpents; but there 
came a time when, because of Israeli stubbornness and impenitence and 
transgression, the Lord removed his restraining power from these rep- 
tiles whose sting was deadly, and many were bitten and died. Then it 
was that the brazen serpent was uplifted, that all who repented and 
looked to it in faith might live. In the time of confusion and trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation, the uplifted Saviour will 
be presented to the people in all lands and in all places, that all 
who look may live. 

But in view of the terrible crisis before us, what are those do- 
ing who claim to believe the truth? I was called by my Guide, who 
said, "Follow me," and I was shown things among our people that were 
not in accordance with their faith. There seemed to be a bicycle 
craze; money was spent to gratify an enthusiasm in this direction that 
might better, far better, have been invested in building houses of 
worship where they are greatly needed. There were presented before me 
some very strange things in Battle Creek. There seemed to be a be- ' 
witching influence which was passing as a wave over our people there, 
and which will be followed by other temptations. Anything that can 
absorb means in meeting supposed wants in any direction, Satan will 
use with intensity of purpose to induce our people to invest their time 
and money. It is all a species of idolatry. The example will be follow- 
ed, and while hundreds are starving for bread, while famine and pes- 
tilence are being seen and felt, because God cannot, according to his 
own name*s glory, protect those who are determinedly working contrary 
to his will, shall our people who profess to' love and serve God, be 
acting as did the people in the days of Noah, following the imagination 
of their own hearts? 

While you have been gratifying your inclination in the appropria- 
tion of money— God* s money-— for which you must give an account, 
missionary work has been hindered, and bound about for want of money 
and workers to lift the banner of truth in localities where they have 
never even heard the message of warning. Will God say to those who 
are selfishly pleasing their own imagination and gratifying their own 
desires, "Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord? Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things # " What kind of witness for the truth are 
you in Battle Creek bearing to the unbelieving world? I have been shown 
that the Lord does not look upon your course with favor, for your prac- 
tice contradicts your profession of faith. You are not doers of the 
words of Christ. 

a*BoQ %p '^Jbfr.hi: "eAi no poiiit^mLk e^*#&fe S JBjaffl frfexci esexi* 
I' was told by my Guide, l5 Look ye, and behold the idolatry of my 
people, to whom I have been speaking, rising up early , and presenting 
to them their dangers. I looked that they should 'bring forth fruit." 
There were some who were striving for the mastery, eaoh striving to ex- 
cel others in the swift running of their bicycles. There was a spirit 
of strife and contention among them as to which should be the greatest. 
The spirit was similar to that manifested in the base ball games on 
the College ground. Said my guide, w These things are an offense to 
God. Both near and afar off, souls are perishing for the bread Of life 
and the waters of salvation. When Satan is defeated in one line, he 
will be all ready with other schemes and plans which will appear attrac- 
tive and needful, and which will absorb money and thought and encourage 
selfishness, so that he can overcome those who are so easily led into a 
false and selfish indulgence. 



-126- 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



The question will arise, What burden do these persons carry for the 
advancement of the work of God? Wherein do they realize "the importance 
of the work for this time? Christ said to his disciples, "Ye are the 
light of the world * Let your light so shine before men that they by. 
seeing your good works may glorify your Father which is in heaven." 
Is this investment of money, and this spinning of bicycles through the 
streets of Battle Creek, giving evidence of the genuineness of your 
faith in the proclamation, of the last most solemn warning to be given to 
human beings on the very verge of the eternal world? 

Brethren and sisters in America, I make my appeal to you* God is 
not mocked; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap* The lives 
of many are too delicate and daintyj they know nothing of bearing hard- 
ness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ* They themselves are obstructions 
in the way of soul-saving. They have many wants, everything must be 
convenient, and easy, and nice, to suit their taste; they themselves 
will not move, and those who would move they hinder by their suppositions 
and imaginary wants and their love of idols* They think themselves 
Christians, but do not know what the practical Christian life signifies* 
What is the definition' of Christian? It is to be Christ-like* "He 
who will come after me," said Jesus, w let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow' me*" When the Lord sees his people binding 
about their imaginary wants, practicing self-denial, not in a mournful, 
regretful spirit, as Lot*s wife left Sodom, but joyfully, for Christ *s 
sake, and because it is the right thing to do, then the work will go 
forward with power* Let nothing, however dear, however loved, absorb 
your mind and affections, diverting you from the searching of the 
Scriptures, or from most earnest prayer 0 Watch unto prayer, live your 
own requests, co-operate with God by working in harmony with him, expel 
everything from the soul temple which assumes the form of an idol. Now 
is God* s time, and his time is your time* Fight the good fight of 
faith, refuse to think unbelief or to talk unbelief* There is a world 
to hear the last warning of mercy. 



ELLEN G. WHITE. 



NORFOLK VILLA 
PROSPECT ST. , 
GRANVILLE, N. S. W* 
JULY 20, 18%* 
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EXTRACTS FROM OTHER LETTERS. 



I AM reminded of a family of children. One is more prepossessing 
than the others, and that one is favored 6 Gifts and considerations are 
made without stint and partiality, and the others are left to get along 
as best they can. I think this is a good symbol of the present things - 
in America and this country. God knows that we have 'done what we could, 
but have been crippled in every way,— our hands tied^— without workers 
or money. The places that have nothing done in them, need money and 
devising and planning to create an interest, I rejoiced when I heard 
that the Holy Ghost had been poured out upon our people in America, and 
I have been anxiously waiting new developments there, as was seen af- 
ter the Hc3y Ghost descended on the day of Pentecost. I thought similar 
fruits would be seen, that the missionary spirit of God would burn in 
the hearts of all upon whom the Spirit of God was manifestly moving. 

There should be a decided change in the spirit and character of 
the word, where men and women have received increased light. What are 
they doing to warn men and women who do not understand that the Lord 
is soon coming? He goeth out of his place to punish the inhabitants 
of the world for their iniquity. - "The earth shall disclose her blood and 
no more cover her slain. w Where, I asked, is the burden for souls that 
are perishing out of Christ? Who will go forth without the camp, bear- 
ing the reproach? Who will leave pleasant homes and dear ties of re- 
lationship, and carry the precious light of truth to far-off lands, but 
not beyond the domain of God? Every day and every moment comes to those 
who have entrusted to them the light of truth with the terrible signifi- 
cance that men and women in every clime and land are fitting themselves 
for weal or woe, fixing their own destinies for eternity. 

God has expended amazing sacrifices upon men, and mighty energies 
for the reclaiming of man from transgression and sin to loyalty and 
obedience, but I have been shown that he does nothing without the co- 
operation of human agencies. Every endowment of grace and power and 
efficiency has been liberally provided, and the strongest motives pre- 
sented' to arouse and keep living in the human heart the missionary 
spirit, that divine and human agency may be combined. What more has been 
done in self-denial in moving out of Battle Creek, in carrying the 
light, the influence of God»s Spirit testifying to the truth in regions 
where the standard has never yet been lifted? Did the Lord of heaven 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing at the last 
Conference? What use have you made of the gift of God? He has supplied 
the motive forces of which he has made a lodgment in your hearts, that 
with patience and hope and untiring vigilance you might set forth Jesus 
Christ and him crucified, that you send the note of warning that Christ 
is coming the second time with power and great glory, and calling men 
to repent of their sins. 

If Battle Creek does not arouse now and go to work in missionary 
fields, they will fall back into death-like slumber. Hew did the Holy 
Ghost work upon your hearts? By the energies of the Holy- Spirit it was 
stimulating you to exercise the talents God has given you, that every 
man and woman and youth should employ them to set forth the truths for 
this time, making personal efforts, going into the cities where truth 
has never been and lifting the standard. Have not your energies been 
quickened in the blessing God has bestowed upon you, and the truth more 
deeply impressed upon your soul, and its relative importance to perish- 
ing souls out of Christ? Are ye witnesses for Christ in a more distinct 
and decided manner, after the manifest revealing of God* s blessing upon 
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you? The Holy Spirits office is to bring decidedly to your minds 
the important, vital truths 0 ' Is this to be bound up in a napkin and 
hidden in the earth?~»No, no, it is to be put out to the exchangers j 
and as man uses his talents, however small, the Holy Spirit takes the 
things of God, and presents them anew to the mind. He makes the ne- 
glected word to be a vivifying agency through the Spirit; it is quick 
and powerful upon human minds, not because of the smartness, the educa- 
tional power of the human agency, but because the divine power works 
with the human; and it is the divine that deserves all the credit. 

Shall selfishness and ease of those who have earthly comforts and 
attractive homes allure us? Shall we cease as moral agencies to use 
our powers to the saving of souls? Shall our voices be indistinct? 
Then God will put his curse upon us that have had so great light, and 
inscribe upon the walls of our homes, M Lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God." He will put a tongue in the stones, and they will 
speak: but God commands "of you in Battle Creek to go forth. Resolve 
not in your own strength, but in the strength and grace given of God 
that you will consecrate to God, now, just now, every power, every 
ability. You will follow Jesus because he bids you, and you will not 
ask where, nor what reward shall be given? It is well with you, if 
you obey, "Follow me* n Your work is to lead every one to the light by 
judicious, well-put-forth effort; under the guardianship of the divine 
Leader, will to do, resolve to act, without a momenta delay, to make 
terras with God. 

When you die to self, when you surrender to God to 'do your work, 
to let every ray of light which God has been giving you, shine forth in 
good works, you are not alone. God is grace stands forth to work with 
every effort to enlighten the ignorant and those who do not know that 
the end of all things is at hand. But he will not be yotir substitute 
to do your God-given work. Light may shine in abundance, but the grace 
given will not convert your soul only as it arouses you to co-operate 
with divine agencies. You are called upon to be active soldiers, to 
put on the divine armor, and put forth energies, divine power working 
with the human, to break the spell of the worldly enchantments. 

Again I call for the help that we ought to have had, the means we 
must have if anything is accomplished in this country. Let your minds 
be drawn out for perishing souls. Obey the impulse given by high 
Heaven. Grieve not the Holy Spirit by delay. Resist not God's methods 
of recovering poor souls from the thralldom of sin. To every man is 
given his work. Then do the very best with the powers God has given you, 
and he will accept your efforts put forth with an eye single to his 
glory. To every man he has given his work according to his several 
ability. 

ELLEN G. TOTE. 



-129- 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



ADMONITION AND CAUTION, 

YOUR letter tells me, my brother, that there are many who are 
stirred deeply to move out of Battle Creek. There is need, great need, 
of this work being donej and now, those who have' felt at last to make' 
a move should not go in a rush, in an excitement, or in a rash manner, 
or in a way that hereafter they will deeply regret that they did move 
out at all. Let all calmly consider what were their motives in coming 
to Battle Creek, and leaving the little churches that they might have 
helped and blessed if they themselves were enjoying a personal Saviour. 
Then let them consider the influence upon their own souls in making the 
move which they did. Have its results been deeper spirituality? Has 
it been an influence over them to make them feel their responsibility 
to be laborers together with God? Did it improve them in keenness of 
discernment, to make them wise in counsel, and give them experience in 
culture and training of their untrained abilities? Have they seen 
things in a clearer light as they listened to the words of truth? Have 
they practiced the truth which has been brought home to their souls with 
power? Have they shown corresponding zeal to be witnesses for Christ 
nigh and afar off ? Have they felt that now was their opportunity to 
state the truth more correctly because they understood it better, that 
they could adorn the doctrine of Christ our' Saviour with modest simplic- 
ity of language, and with a sincere, honest, earnest purpose to so fol- 
low the Pattern' that they may represent through the grace of Christ, a 
perfect manhood, because they live an actual Christian life? 

Each has his work, his own individual work, to do. Has he done it 
in Battle Creek? Is he likely to do it if he has not? Can he recog- 
nize that he has been, through practice, learning to pray more earnest- 
ly, and, through education in the school of Christ, learning through 
the influence of the Holy Spirit to use better language to address our 
Heavenly Father in a manner that corresponds to the great principles of 
truth, that his supplications to God will bear the marks of an intelli- 
gent, progressive Christian? 

What is truth? Have you bought the field which contains the pre- 
cious jewels hidden in that field? Has -the human agent come into 
possession of the truth, precious truth, revealed in God«s tirord? That 
word gives no uncertain sound. In obeying it, you follow no cunningly 
devised fables. It speaks with definiteness and with authority, never ' 
speaking hesitatingly, never doubtingly. It is a sure word of prophecy . 

\ I Wow 17111 you take heed that there shall be no rash movements made 
in heeding counsel in moving from Battle Creek? Do nothing without seek- 
ing wisdom of God, who hath promised to give liberally to all who ask, 
and who'upbraideth not. All that any one can do is to advise and 
counsel, and then leave those who are convicted in regard to' duty to 
move under divine guidance, and with their whole hearts open, to learn 
and obey God. — — — 

Let every one' take time to consider carefully j not be like the 
man in the parable, who began to build, and was not able to finish. 
Wot a move should be 'made until that movement and all it portends are 
carefully considered, everything weighed, and he feels that the Lord 
has something for him to do in educating and training himself to do a more 
spiritual work in imparting to others that which God has imparted to ' 
him. To every man was given his work according to his several ability. 
'God ^ 007,8 hesitatin & L y* but fimOy, and yet humbly trusting 
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There may be individuals who will make a rush to do something, and 
enter into some business' they know nothing about* This God does not 
require. Think candidly, ' prayerfully, studying the word with all care- 
fulness and prayerf illness, with mind and heart awake to hear the voice 
of God # He does not 'follow his own imagination, but weighs the words 
of God j and counsels, and seeks wisdom from God. When, in the providence 
of God, he has a work to be done by the human agent co-operating with 
the divine, he has a man to do that work, if he will heed the moving 
of the Holy Spirit upon his heart and mind. To understand the will of 
God is a great thing. Divine Wisdom has his hand hold of the living 
machinery in human agencies; men are selected as fitting instruments 
to do a given work; and 0 what a precious ability is given of God to 
man' to know his f ellow-mah, so that he can use, through the grace of 
God, 'the human agencies, and organize a working company to do the best 
work, according to their recognized ability! This is a sanctified gift 
—genius j it is wise generalship that can make use of men according 
to their ability. 

When God has a work for men to do in connection with Jesus Christ 
and the heavenly intelligences, and a revelation to give to men in re- 
gard to the eternal salvation of their fellow^men, he does not select 
men who have not a knowledge of G 0 d and truth and his' righteousness; he 
does not choose weak and unsuitable men for this work, for this would 
misrepresent the work, and cast reflection upon God's wisdom. God 
makes no mistakes; and he is not glorified when those who profess to 
follow him are heedless, and make mistakes. The God of heaven has not 
left us to follow impulses, or our own impulses, or any man's guesses 
and weaknesses and perpetual mistakes, when vital, eternal interests 
are involved. There are things we need to know, and which we never 
can know, unless the Lord tells us about these things. Therefore vie 
must call upon God to give us his wisdom . We need to have wisdom,— 
something reliable and sure; we need truth without any admixture of 
error. 

I address these words to the church at Battle Creek, to move in 
the counsels of God. There is need of your moving — many from Battle 
Creek— and there is also need of your having well-defined plans as to 
what 'you will do when you go out from Battle Creek. Do not go in a 
rush, without knowing what you are about. You may be enthused with' 
the Spirit of God, saying, Now it is time we awake out of sleep; and, 
Arise, and shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord has 
arisen upon us. Let not one go to enlighten others unless his own 
soul has been touched with the divine love of Jesus Christ. "Thus saith 
the Lord;" "It is written," let it be oft spoken, and bring from the 
treasure-house things new and old. A great work is to be done, and an 
important work for this time; work for the Master may be done anywhere 
in this great moral vineyard. 0 for generals, wise and considerate, 
well-balanced men, who will be safe advisers, who have some insight 'into 
human nature, who know how to direct and counsel in the fear of God I 

I have seen that danger attends every new phase of experience in 
the church, because some hear things with such a wrong spirit. VJhile 
some teachers may be strong and efficient in teaching in the lines of 
Bible doctrines, they will not all be men who have a knowledge of 
practical life, and can advise perplexed minds with surety and safety. 
They do not discern the perplexing situation that must necessarily come 
to every family who shall make a change. Therefore let all be Careful 
what they say; if they know not the mind of God in some matters, let 
them never speak from a guess or suppose so. If they know nothing de- 
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finite, let them say so* and let the individual rely wholly upon God, 
Let there be much praying done, and even with fasting, that not one 
shall move in darkness, but move in the light as God is in the light. 
We may look for anything now to break forth outside and within our 
ranks; 'and there are minds undisciplined by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, that have not practiced the words of Christ, and who do not 
understand the movings of the Spirit of God, who will follow a wrong 
course of action because they do not follow Jesus fully. They follow 
impulse and their own imagination. Let there be nothing done in a 
disorderly manner, that there shall be a great loss or sacrifice made • 
upon property because of ardent, impulsive speeches which stir up an 
enthusiasm which is not after' the order of God, that a victory that was 
essential to be gained, shall, for lack of level-headed 'moderation and 
proper contemplation, and sound principles and purposes^ be turned into 
a defeat. Let there be wise' generalship in this matter, and all move 
under the guidance of a wise, unseen Counsellor, which is God. Ele- 
ments that are human will struggle for the mastery, and there may be 
a work done that does not bear the signature of God. 

Now I plead with every soul to look not too strongly and confid- 
ently to human counselors, but look most earnestly to God, the One 
wise in counsel. Submit all your ways and your will to God's ways 
and to God»s will. If you did not sufficiently- consider the glory 
of God, the good of your own spiritual interest, and the work you might 
do for the saving of the souls of the neighbors and those with whom 
you were associated, when you left to make your home in the large 
church in Battle Creek, duly consider before making another move 
whether that is sensible and sound, in the right time and order, and 
under the supervision and direction not of man, but God, who never 
commits an error. Should some move hastily, and fly out of Battle 
Creek, and be brought into discouragement, they will not reflect upon 
themselves for moving unadvisedly, but upon others, who, they will say 
brought a pressure to bear upon them, all their discomfiture and defeat 
are charged back upon those who should not be reflected upon; for the 
Lord has given to them reason; he has given his holy word, full of 
counsel and cautions, and warnings and entreaties, and more, he has 
invited them, "Come unto ^ all ye that labor and are heaven laden, and 
I will give you rest." 

Now, just now, is the time when the perils of the last days are 
thickening around us, that we need wise men for counsellors, not men 
who will feel it duty to stir up and create disorder, and who cannot 
possibly give wise counsel, but who can organize and arrange that every 
stirring up shall bring order out of confusion, and rest and peace in ' 
obeying the word of the Lord. Let every man be found in his true place, 
ready to do some work for the Master, according to his several ability. 
None should be left to drift, to make a vast amount of trouble and con- 
fusion that is difficult to arrange and keep in order. How shall this 
great work be done? "Take my, yoke upon you>" saith Jesus Christ, who 
hath bought you with his own precious blood, whose servants and property 
you are, "and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in- heart; and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. For ngr yoke is easy, and my, burden 
is light." If every one will come to Jesus in a teachable spirit, with ? 
contrition of heart, then he is in a condition of mind to be instructed * 
and to learn of Jesus, and obey his orders. 

He sees the past movements you have made, he knows every error 
and mistake of your life, which has been a hindrance to your spiritual 
advancement. He seeth not as man seeth; he knoweth the outcome of every 
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movement, and 'if you have had little faith mingled with your "prayers 
and movements, cultivate faith and hope and trust in God now, for if 
there was ever a period that has tried the souls of men in the past, 
there will be a greater necessity for faith in the times before us. 
We cannot have a weak faith nowj we cannot be safe in a listless, indo-' 
lent^ slothful attitude. Every jot of ability is to be used, and sharp, 
calm, deep thinking is to be done. The wisdom of any human agent is 
not sufficient for the planning and' devising in this time. Spread 
every plan before Godi with fasting, with the humbling of the soul 
before the 'Lord Jesus, and commit thy ways unto the Lord, and the sure 
promise' is y "He will direct thy Israel, who calls the host of heaven 
by name, and holds the stars of heaven in position, ha3 you individual- 
ly in his keeping. 

✓ 

There is a work to be done by living human agencies, -which they 
are slow to comprehend; They need to study the Scripture, to search 
the Bible, with humble, teachable minds, that they may know their 
place in the work, and not move haphazard, but fall into line, keep- 
ing step with Jesus. "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God." Every talent with which God 
has endowed the human agent is now to be awakened, to be employed, not 
solely in worldly transactions, to buy and sell and get gain, not to 
use your God-given powers' selfishly, greedily to make a place for 
yourself in the earth; no, you want now to consecrate every entrusted 
talent of means and ability, having yourself under the influence and' 
guidance of the Koly Spirit. Not a word is to be spoken unadvisedly, 
to stir up the elements of opposition; not an action entered into to 
create any deeper enmity than exists in the' hearts of the enemies of 
truth; and, moving with well-balanced minds, holding aloft the banner 
of truth, grace from God will be given, wisdom will be imparted, and 
angels of God will be commissioned to minister unto all who walk in 
humility of mind, trustingly accepting the truth as it is revealed, 
standing by their colors, but not creating persecution by unwise ac- 
tions, but moving in the footsteps of Jesus. "Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." 

Let each now consider the strong and determined traits of his 
character, and not be misled by them, and misrepresent the precious 
truth, and thus ■ misrepresent Jesus Christ by unguarded statements in 
public by voice, or in publications; for every such thing will he meet 
again. Those who have the truth, let the truth appear, while self is 
dropped out of sight. Give no occasion for any one to be harsh, de- 
nunciatory, or severe; for there are inexperienced men and women who 
will catch the manners and indiscreet words that fall from the lips 
of any one bearing aloft the banner of truth, and in an improper man- 
ner will repeat their very words, and in a spirit which will do much 
harm. Therefore, every man, however gifted, however prominent in the 
ranks of believers, let him know that caution in expression is his 
positive duty to practice, lest his words shall lead astray some souls, 
who will think he is imitating and following the example of the man, 
the messenger acknowledged to be sent forth by God to proclaim a message 
for this time. Let all consider that we are as sheep' among wolves, and 
heed the caution of Christ by being "wise as serpents, and harmless as 
doves 0 " 

The Spirit of Jesus Christ dwelling within the heart of the true 
teacher of truth, will lead him to express in words and character' the 
gentleness of Christ. The Lord Jesus is our Example, our Pattern, our 
sufficiency, in all things. He has identified his interest with suf- 
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fering humanity. He knows just what his children need, how much divine 
power they will appropriate for the blessing of humanity; and he bestows 
no more than he sees the human agent will' employ in blessing others, 
and elevating, and ennobling his own soul, and he may be uplifting and 
refreshing and ennobling those for whom Christ has died. I would that 
all could realize what possibilities and probabilities there are for 
all who make Christ their sufficiency and their trust. The life hid 
with Christ in God ever has a refuge. He who trusts in him can say, 
"I can do all things through Christ which strengthened me." 

I leave this matter with youj for I have been troubled in regard 
to the dangers that assail the church in Battle Creek, lest they shall 
move indiscreetly, and give the enenjy advantage. This need not be, 
for if we walk humbly with God, we shall walk' safely, and bear in mind 
the words of Jesus Christ, "Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you. 11 "This is ny commandment, That ye love one another, as I 
have loved you." "And the glory which thou gavest me I have given 
themj'that they may be one, even as we are one," "I in them, and thou 
in me, that they may be made perfect in onej and (mark these words)' 
that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
as thou hast loved me." Blessed, blessed utterance J Will' we believe 
the words of Jesus? Ull we practice his words? If xve do, we shall 
possess a power that shall resist every device of the enengr. 

Let us, then, bring the lessons of Christ into our practical life, 
and we shall realize as the fulfillment of the prayer of Christ' in 
all its specifications, "And I have declared unto them thy name, and 
will' declare itj thsit the love wherewith thou hast loved me, may be in 
themi and I in them#" Let the mind embrace the largeness of the pro- 
mise, and contemplate the richness that is expressed. There is no ex- 
cuse for unbelief. 



ELLEN G. WHITE d 
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AW EXTRACT, 



Giving for the necessity of the saints and for the advancement of 
the kingdom of God, is preaching practical sermons, which testify that 
those who give have not received the grace of God in vain, A living ' 
example of an unselfish character which is after the oxample of Christ, 
has great power upon men. Those who do not live for self, will not 
use every dollar meeting their supposed wants, and supplying their ' 
conveniences, but will bear in mind that they are Christ »s followers, 
and that there are others who are in need of food and clothing. Those' 
who live to gratify appetite and selfish desire will lose favor of God, 
and will lose the heavenly reward. They testify to the world that they 
have not genuine faith; and when they seek to impart to others a know- 
ledge of present truth, the world will regard their words as sounding 
brass and a tinkling cymbal. Let every one show his faith by his 
works* "Faith without works is dead/ "bsing alone." "Wherefore show 
ye to them and before the churches, the proof of your love, and of our 
boasting in your behalf 0 " 

How is it with my brethren and sisters in America? How much do 
you practice self-denial in order that you may show liberality to the 
needy cause of God at this time? We are doing our work here under 
great pressure for the xvant of the very money that many of the members 
of our churches are expending upon their own fancies, in pleasing and 
gratifying themselves. If they had accepted the testimonies I have 
oorne to them concerning the great want in these regions beyond, they 
would not be found expending one dollar in following the example of 
those who are multiplying pictures of themselves and their families, 
Xou would not be purchasing bicycles, which you could do without, but 
would be receiving the blessing of God in exercising your physical 
powers in a less expensive way. Instead of investing one hundred dollars 
in a bicycle, you would consider the matter well, lest it might be at 
the price of souls for whom Christ died, and for whom he has made you 
responsible. Please read Isaiah 58, and see what is a sure remedy for 
poor health. Satan will contrive to bring about many devices to ab- 
sorb the means which should be devoted to the cause of God at this 
time. We cannot open new fields in regions 'beyond, for want of the 
very means that are used up in various ways, which might be given to 
destitute missions. God would have you invest in a fund to erect ' 
humble houses of worship for those who have newly come to the faith, 
who cannot possibly comnand means to do this, on account of their great 
proverty. Their souls are just_as__precious as your soul . and could 
pass through the experience through which we have passed since coming 
to this country, you would bind about your supposed wants, and would 
be ready to help to build humble houses of worship in regions beyond. 
You would have the satisfaction of denying inclination in thus invest- 
ing means m the cause of G 0 d. Night after night, we have studied 
the perplexing problem of how we should obtain the means to advance the 
cause of God. It rests with you in America- to solve this puzzling 
question. "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the 
Sf ?of£ r th f\ wea P° ns of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds); casting down imaginations, ' 
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God. 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ," 

FROM THE REVIEW OF AUG. 21, 1894, 
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SPECIAL TESTIMONY TO BATTLE 
CREEK CHURCH. 



THE matter contained In this little tract is of the greatest importance 
to the Battle Creek church and the institutions located here. From time 
to time, this church and these institutions have received very solemn and 
important messages of warning and instruction; but these messages have not 
received the careful attention they deserve, and the reformation they 
called for has not been made* And now that our attention has again been 
called to these things in a very plain and direct manner, we entreat all 
our brethren and sisters to take them to heart, and give them careful and 
prayerful consideration* 

We are glad this matter' can be sent out just as we are entering upon 
the special season of prayer, so that opportunity will be afforded for 
giving it careful study. God has great blessings in store for his people, 
and he is ready to work for us here in Battle Creek in a irarked manner. 
At different times in the past the Lord has wrought for his people, and we 
have witnessed the Spirit of God poured out in large measure; but instead 
of making the best use of these blessings and privileges, there has been 
a spirit of departing from God, which has brought darkness and much evil 
work. 

We entreat all to seek the Lord most earnestly, confess the wrong, 
repent of sin, turn to G 0 d with' all the heart, and lay hold of his promises 
by living faith. If we do this, we may be assured that God will come near, 
and we shall see the glorious power of his salvation manifested in our 
midst. 

0. A. OLSEN. 



BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN. 

NOVEMBER IS, 1896. 
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SPECIAL TESTIMONY TO BATttE 
CREEK CHURCH. 



DANGER OF REJECTING TRUTH. 



■ "SUNNYSIDE," COORANBONG, N. S. W., 

Nttjlft Sr'J' jtO httlfj^fflAill HtH <vfr ' tj fx h ft 'tiff '^kktt «rk XHkttt 4$ *f4s***"* f mi l i \ %MMim.^m" 

MAY 30, 1896* 

DEAR BROTHER : 

I HAVE returned from our season of prayer c The spirit of intercession 
came upon me, and I was drawn out in most earnest prayer for souls at Battle 
Creek© I know their peril* The Holy Spirit has in a special manner moved 
me to send up my petitions in their behalf • 

God is not. the author of anything sinful* None should fear to be sin- 
gular if the fulfilment of duty requires it* If it makes us singular to 
avoid sin, then our singularity is merely the distinction between purity 
and impurity ^ righteousness and unrighteousness* Because the multitude 
prefer the path of transgression, shall we choose the same? We are plainly 
told by inspiration, "Thou shalt not follow a multitude to 'do evil* n Our 
position should be clearly stated, n As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord*" 



POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

u In the' beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was Cod* The same was in the beginning with God* All things were 
made by him,; and without him was not anything made that was made. In him 
was life; and the life was the light of men* And the light shineth in 
darkness j and the darbies s comprehended it not r , * * * And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among tls (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth* w Would that every one 
who^e name is written in the church books could from the heart utter these 
#B0d#i The church-members need to know from experience what the Holy Spirit 
will do for them. It will bless the receiver, and make him a blessing* It 
is sad that every soul is not praying for the vital breath of the Spirit} 
for we are ready to die if it breathe not on us* 

We are to pray for the impartation of the Spirit as the remedy for sin- 
sick souls* The church needs to' be converted, and why should we not prostrate 
ourselves at the throne of grace, as representatives of the church, and from 
a broken heart and contrite spirit make earnest supplication that the Holy 
Spirit shall be poured out upon us from on high? Let us pray that when it 
shall be graciously bestowed, our cold hearts' may be revived, and we may have 
discernment to understand that it is from God, and receive it with joy* 
Some have treated the Spirit as an unwelcome guest, refusing to receive the 
rich gift, refusing to acknowledge it, turning from it, and condemning it 
as fanaticism* When the Holy Spirit works the human agent, it does* not ask 
us in what way it shall operate 0 Often it moves in unexpected ways* Christ 
did not come as the Jev;s expected. He did not come in a manner to glorify 
them as a nation* His forerunner came to prepare the way for him, by call- 
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ing upon the people to repent of their sins, and be converted, and be bap- 
tized. Christ's message was, 11 The kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, 
and believe the gospel*" The Jews refused to receive Christ, because he 
did not come in accordance with their expectations. The ideas of finite men 
were held as infallibe, because' hoary with age. This is the danger to 
which the church is now exposed, -—that the inventions of finite men shall 
mark out the precise way for the Holy Spirit to come. Though they would 
not care to acknowledge it, some have already done this* And because the 
Spirit is to come, not to praise men or to build up their erroneous theories, 
but to reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment, 
many turn away from it. They are not willing to be deprived of the gar- 
ments of their own self -righteousness. They are not willing to exchange 
their own righteousness, which is unrighteousness, for the righteousness 
of Christ, which is pure, unadulterated truth. The Holy Spirit flatters ' 
no man, neither does it work according to the devising of any man. Finite, ' 
sinful men are not to work the Holy Spirit. When it shall come as a reprover, 
through any human agent whom God shall choose, it is man's place to hear 
and obey its voice. 



MANIFEST WORKING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WITH 
THE DISCIPLES. 

Just before he left them, Christ gave his disciples the promise, 
w Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and" in all Judea, and 4 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. * "Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. 14 While these words were upon his lips, he ascended, a 
cloud of angels received him, and escorted him to the city of God. The 
disciples returned to Jerusalem, knowing now for a certainty that Jesus 
was the Son of God. Their faith was unclouded, and they waited, preparing 
themselves by prayer and by humbling their hearts before God, until the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit came. 

"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of 
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and be- 
gan to speak with other tongues,' as the Spirit gave them utterance." In 
that assembly there were mockers, who did not recognize the work of the' 
Holy Spirit, and they said, ' "Ihese men are full of new wine. But Peter, 
standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voices and said unto them, Ye' 
men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, 
and hearken to my words: for these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing 
it is but the third hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken by 
the prophet Joel. w Read the history. The Lord was at work in his own ways 
but had there been' such a manifestation among us, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come, would not some have mocked, as on that occasion? Those 
who did not come under the influence of the Holy" Spirit, knew it not. To 
this class the disciples seemed like drunken men. 

vT , "J'*C 52'*£>tO r , i^fti^ s\ rfSVF'fr^ Gt^."^" ?*"v^*tfrtflf- Trf fftP tt T A?? A{< rear*" * rrfl r*\ r ^tztpus^ t\£±. 

After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the disciples, clothed with 
the divine panoply, went forth as witnesses, to' tell the wonderful story of 
the manger and the cross. They were humble men, but they went forth with 
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the truth. After the death of their Lord, they were a helpless, disappoint- 
ed, discouraged company,— as sheep without a shepherd; but now they go 
forth as witnesses for the truth, with no weapons but the word and Spirit 
of God, to triumph over all opposition. 

Their Saviour had been rejected and condemned, and nailed' to the 
ignominious cross. The Jewish priests and rulers had declared, in scorn, 
"He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the king of Israel, 
let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. w But that 
cross, that instrument of shame and torture, brought hope and salvation 
to the world. The believers rallied; their hopelessness and conscious 
helplessness had left them. They were transformed in character^ and 
united in the bonds of Christian love. Although without wealthy though 
counted by the world as mere ignorant fishermen, they were made, by the ' 
Holy Spirit, witnesses for Christ. Without earthly honor or recognition, 
they were the heroes of faith. From their lips came words of divine 
eloquence and power that shook the world. 

The third, fourth, and fifth chapters of Acts give an account of their 
witnessing. Those who had rejected and crucified the Saviour, expected 
to find his disciples discouraged, crestfallen, and ready to disown their 
Lord. With amazement they heard the clear, bold testimony given under 
the power of the Holy Spirit. The words and works of the disciples re-i 
presented the words and works of their Teacher; and all who heard them, 
said, They have learned of Jesus, they talk as he talked. "And with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: 
and great grace was upon them all a " 



ARREST AND DiPRISGNMENT OF THE APOSTLES. 

The chief priests and rulers thought themselves competent to decide 
what the apostles should do and teach. As they went forth preaching Jesus 
everywhere, the men who were worked by the Holy Spirit did many things that 
the Jews did not approve. There was danger that the ideas and doctrines 
of the rabbis would be brought into disrepute. The apostles were' creating 
a wonderful excitement. The people were bringing their sick folk, and 
those that were vexed with unclean spirits, into the streets; crowds were 
collecting around them, and those that had been healed were shouting the 
praises of G 0 d, and glorifying the name of Jesus, the very one whom the 
Jews had condemned, scorned, spit upon, crowned with thorns, and caused 
to be scourged and crucified. This Jesus was extolled above the priests 
and rulers. The apostles vieve even declaring that he had risen from the 
dead. The Jewish rulers decided that this work must and should be stopped; 
for xt was proving them guilty of the blood of Jesus. They saw that con- 
verts to' the faith were multiplying. "Believers were the more added to 
the Lord, multitudes both of men and women* * 

( B ' The n the high priest rose up, and all they they were with him (which 
is the sect of the Sadducees)," who held that there would be no resurrection 
.of the dead. The assertions made by the apostles that they had seen 
Jesus after his resurrection, and that he had ascended to heaven, were 
overthrowing the fundamental principles of the Saddueean doctrine. This ' 
was not to be allowed. The priests and rulers were filled with indignation, 
and xa:,d thexr hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison. 
The disciples were not intimidated or cast down. The words of Christ in 
his last lessons to them were brought to mind: "He that hath my command- 
ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 
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shall be loved of w Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself 
to him." M But when the Comforter is: come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall testify of me: and ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been 
with me from the beginning* These things have I spoken unto you, that ye 
should not be offended. They shall put you out of the synaHgious contro- 
versies, the foundation of the trouble is, that self is striving for the' 
supremacy. About what?-— About matters which are not vital points at aU, 
and which are regarded as such only because men have given importance to 
them. (See Matt. 12:31-37j Mark 14:56} Luke 5*21; Matt. 9:3) 



GuNDEMNATIGN OF THE WDHK OF THE APOSTLES. 

But let us follow the history of the men whom the Jewish priests and 
rulers thought so dangerous, because they were bringing in new and strange 
teaching on' almost every theological subject. The command given by the 
Holy Spirit, tt Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the 
words of this life/ 1 was obeyed by the apostles; "They entered into the 
temple to the temple early in the morning, and taught. But the high priest 
came, and they that were with him, and called the council together, and 
all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have 
them brought. But when the officers 'came, and found them not in the pri- 
son, they returned, and told, saying, The prison truly found we shut with 
all safety, and the keepers standing without before the doors: but when 
we had opened, we found no man within. Now when the high priest and the 
captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these things, they 
doubted of them whereunto this would grow. Then came one and told them,' 
saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, 
and teaching the people. Then went the captain with the officers, and 
brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they 
should have been stoned. 11 If the priests and rulers had dared act out 
their own feelings toward the apostles, there would have been a different 
record j for the angel of God was a watcher on that occasion, to magnify 
his name if any violence had been offered to his servants. 



ANSWER OF THE APOSTLES. . 

11 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: 
and the high priest asked them, saying> Did not we straitly command you that 
ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man f s blood upon us." (See 
Matt. 23:34* 35*) "Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 
We ought to obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up 
Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his ' 
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, 
and forgiveness of sins. And we are his witnesses of these things; and so 
is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. Mien 
they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them." 

Then the Holy Spirit moved upon Gamaliel, a Pharisee, a 'doctor of the 
law, had in reputation among all the people. His advice was,, "Refrain from 
these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of 
men, it will come to nought: but if it be of G 0 d, ye cannot overthrow itj 
lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. And to him they agreed." 
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PREJUDICE OF THOSE IN AUTHORITY. 

let the attributes of Satan so controlled their minds, that notwith- 
standing the wonderful miracles that had been wrought in healing the sick 
and in releasing God»s servants from prison, the priests and rulers were so 
filled with prejudice and hatred that they could hardly be restrained. 
"When they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that 
they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. And they 
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for his name. And daily in the temple, and in 
every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ, B 



MERCY OF GOD EXEMPLIFIED 0 

We can see what evidence was given the priests and rulers, and how 
firmly they resisted the Spirit of God, Those who claim superior wisdom 
and piety may make most terrible and (to themselves) -fatal mistakes if 
they allow their minds to be molded by another power, and pursue a course 
in resistance to the Holy Spirit, The Lord Jesus; represented by the 
Holy Spirit, was in the presence of that assembly, but they did not dis- 
cern him. For a moment they had felt the conviction of the Spirit, that 
Jesus was the Son of God, but they stifled conviction, and became more blind 
and hardened than before. Even after they had crucified the Saviour, 
God in his mercy had sent them additional evidence in the works wrought 
through the apostles. He was giving them another call to repentance, even 
in the terrible charge brought against them by the apostles, that they 
had killed the Prince of Life, 

It was not alone the sin of putting to death the Son of God that 
cut them off from salvation, but their persistence in rejecting light and 
the conviction of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit that works in the children 
of disobedience worked in them, leading them to abuse the men through 
whom God was giving a testimony to them. The malignity of rebellion reap- 
peared, and was intensified in every successive act of resistance against 
God»s servants and the message he had given them to declare. 



RESISTANCE OF TRUTH. 

Every act of resistance makes it harder to yield. Being the leaders 
of the people, the priests and rulers felt it incumbent on them to defend 
the course they had taken. They must prove that they had been in the 
right. Having committed themselves in opposition to Christ, every act of 
resistance became an additional incentive to persist in the same path. The 
events of their past career of opposition are as precious treasures to be 
jealously guarded. And the hatred and malignity that inspired those acts 
are concentrated against the apostles. 

The Spirit of God revealed its presence unto those who, irrespective 
of the fear or favor of men, declared the truth which had' been committed to 
them. Under the demonstration of the Holy Spirit »s power, the Jews saw 
their guilt in refusing the evidence that God had sentj but they would not 
yield their wicked resistance. Their obstinacy became more and more de- 
termined, 'and worked the ruin of their souls. It was not that they could 
not yield, for they could, yet would not. It was not alone that they had 
been guilty, and deserving of wrath, but that they armed themselves with the 
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attributes of Satan, and determinedly continued to be opposed to God, Every 
day, in their refusal to repent, they took up their rebellion afresh. They 
were preparing to reap that which they had sown. The wrath of God is not" 
declared against men merely because of the sins which' they have committed, 
but for choosing to continue in a state of resistance, and, although they 
have light and knowledge, repeating their sins of the past. If they would 
submit, they would be pardoned; but they are determined not to yield. 
They defy God by their obstinacy. These souls have given themselves to 
Satan, and he controls them according to his will. 

How was it with the rebellious' inhabitants of the antediluvian world? 
After rejecting the message of Noah, they plunged into sin with greater 
abandon than ever before, and doubled the enormity of their corrupting 
practises. Those who refuse to reform by accepting Christ, find nothing 
reformative in sin; their minds are' set to carry their spirit of revolt, 
and they are not, and never will be, forced to submission. The judgment 
which God brought upfen the antediluvian world, declared it incurable. The 
destruction of Sodom proclaimed the inhabitants of the most beautiful coun- 
try in the world, incorrigible in sin. The fire and brimstone from heaven 
consumed everything except Lot, his wife, and two daughters. The wife, 
looking back in disregard of God's command, became a pillar of salt. 

How God bore with the Jewish nation while they were murmuring and 
rebellious, breaking the Sabbath and every other precept of the law! He 
repeatedly declared them worse than the heathen. Each generation surpassed 
the preceding in guilt. The Lord permitted them to go into captivity; 
but after their deliverance, his requirements were' forgotten. Everything 
that he committed to that people to be kept sacred, was perverted or dis- 
placed by the inventions of rebellious men, Christ said to them in his 
day, w Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law?" 
And these were the men who set themselves up as judges and censors over those 
whom the Holy Spirit was moving to declare the word of God to the people, 
(See John 7:19-23* 27, 28? Luke U: 37-52,) 



HOLT SPIRIT TO BE LEFT UNTRAMMELED. 

Read these scriptures to the people; Read carefully, solemnly, 
and the Holy Spirit will be by your side, to impress minds as you read 
them. But do not fail to read with the true sense of the word in your 
own heart* If God has ever spoken by me, these scriptures mean very much 
to those who shall hear them, 

3fiu xtx rood" bMn %8St3 ctedd* owxq jsx&n v^nT ,n©>> £ * Y;3fK? f>3tuo?*#fu 

Finite men should beware of seeking to control their fellow men, 
taking the place assigned to the Holy Spirit, Let not men feel that " it is 
their prerogative to give to the world what they suppose to be truth, and 
refuse that anything should be given contrary to their ideas. This is not 
their work. Many things will appear distinctly as truth, which will not be 
acceptable to those who think their own interpretations of the Scripture 
always right. Most decided changes will have to be made in regard to ideas 
which some have accepted as without a flaw. These men give evidence of 
fallibility in very many ways; they work upon principles which the word of 
God condemns. That which makes me feel to the very depths of my being, and 
makes me know that their works are not the works of God, is that they sup- 
pose they have authority to rule their fellow men. The Lord has given them 
no more right to rule others than he has given others to rule them. Those 
who assume the control of their fellow man, take into their finite hands a 
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work that devolves upon God alone, 

That men should keep alive the spirit which ran riot at Minnea- 
polis, is an offense to God. All heaven is indignant at the spirit 
that for years has been revealed in our publishing institution at 
Battle Creek. Unrighteousness is practised that God will not tolerate. 
He will visit for these things. A voice has been heard pointing out 
the errors, and in the name of the Lord, pleading for a decided change. 
But who have followed the instruction given? Who have humbled their 
hearts, to put from them every vestige of their wicked, oppressive 
spirit? I have been greatly burdened to set these matters before the 
people as they are. I know they will see them. I know that those who 
read this matter will be convinced. 



CHRIST'S LOVE FOR THE CHURCH. 

The church of Christ, enfeebled, defective as she may appear, is the 
one object on earth upon which he bestows, in a special' sense, his love 
and his regard. The church is the theater of his grace, in which he 
delights in making experiments of mercy on human hearts. The Holy Spirit 
is his representative, and it works to effect transformations so won- 
derful that angels look upon them with astonishment and joy. Heaven 
is full of rejoicing when the members of the human family are seen to 
be of compassion for one another, loving one another as Christ has 
loved them. The church is God's fortress, his city of refuge, which 
he holds in a revolted world c Any betrayal of her sacred trust is 
treachery to him who has bought her with the precious blood of his onlv 
begotten Son. 

Christ speaks of the church over which Satan presides, as the syna- 
gogue of Satan. Its members are the children of disobedience. They 
are those who love to sin, and choose to sin, always laboring to make 
void the law of God, which is holy, just, and good. It is Satan's work 
to mingle evil with good, and to confuse the distinction between good 
and evil. , .Christ would have a church that labors to separate the evil 
from good, whose members will not knowingly tolerate wrong-doing, but 
will expel it from their own hearts and lives. How careful should we be 
in passing judgment on the work of others, how careful lest we become 
guilty of ascribing to evil agencies the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. 

MRS. E. G. WHITE. 



A FAITHFUL MESSAGE. 



HOBART, TASMANIA, MAY 1, 1895. 

MANY OUTGROWN THEIR ADVENT FAITH. 

Because iniquity abounds, the love of many waxes cold. There are 
many, who have outgrown their advent faith. They are living for the' 
world, and while saying in their hearts, as they desire it shall be, 
"My Lord delayeth his coming," they are beating their fellow servants. 
They do this for the same reason that Cain killed Abel. Abel was de- 
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termined to worship God according to the directions God had given* This 
displeased Cain* He thought that his own plans were best, and that the 
Lord would come to his terms. Cain in his offering did not acknowledge 
his dependence upon Christ. He thought that his father Adam had been 
treated harshly in being expelled from Eden. The idea of keeping that 
sin ever before the mind, and offering the blood of the slain lamb as a 
confession of entire dependence upon a power outside of himself, was torture 
to the high spirit of Cain. Being the eldest, he though that Abel should 
follow his example. When Abel*s offering was accepted of God, the holy 
fire consuming the sacrifice, Cain*s anger was exceedingly great. The 
Lord condescended to explain matters to him; but he would not be reconciled 
to God, and he hated Abel because God showed him favor. He became so 
angry that he slew his brother. 

The Lord has a controversy with all men who' by their unbelief and 
doubt have been saying that he delays his coming, and who have been smit- 
ing their fellow servants, and eating and drinking with (working from the 
very same principle as) the drunken; they are drunken, but not with 
wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. Satan has controlled their 
reason, and they know not at what they stumble. 



RESULT OF SEPARATION FROM GOD. 

Just as soon as a man separates from God so that his heart is not 
under the subduing power of the Holy Spirit, the attributes of Satan will 
be revealed, and he will begin to oppress his fellow men. An influence 
goes forth from him that is contrary to truth and justice and righteous- 
ness. This disposition is manifested in our institutions, not only in 
the relation of the workers to one another, but in the desire shown by 
one institution to control all others. Men who are entrusted with weighty 
responsibilities, but who have no living connection with God, have been 
and are doing despite to his Holy Spirit. They are indulging the very 
same spirit as did Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. and as did the Jews in the 
days of Christ. (See Matt. 12:22-29, 31-37t) Warnings have come from 
God again and again for these men, but they have cast them aside, and 
ventured on in the same course. 

Read the words of Christ in Matt. 23:23: w Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and ' 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters' of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
other undone." These denunciations are given as a warning to aU who 
"outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within" "are full of hypocrisy 
and iniquity," They say, "We are delivered to do all these things. w 
They also say, "If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not 
have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore," 
said Jesus, "Ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of 
them which killed the prophets." What lessons are here; how fearful and 
decisive I Jesus said, "Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and 
wise men, and scribes : and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and 
some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them 
from city to city." This prophecy was literally fulfilled by the Jews 
in their treatment of Christ and of the messengers whom God sent to them. 
Will men in these last days follow the example of those whom Christ con- 
demned? 

These terrible predictions they have not as yet carried out to the 
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full j but if God spares their lives, and they nourish the same spirit 
that marked their course of action both before and after the Minneapolis 
meeting, they will fill up to the full the deeds 6f those whom Christ 
condemned when he was upon the earth . 

The perils of the last days are upon us* Read Matt* 25:14* Satan 
takes the control of every mind that is not decidedly under the control 
2£ the Spirit of God e Some have been cultivating hatred against the 
men whom God has commissioned to bear a special message' to the world. 
They began this Satanic work at Minneapolis. Afterward, when they saw and 
felt the demonstration of the Holy- Spirit, testifying that the message 
was of God, they hated it the more, because it was a testimony against 
them 0 They would not humble their hearts to repent, to give God the 
glory, and vindicate the right. They went on in their own spirit, filled 
with envy, jealousy, and evil surmisings, as did the Jews 0 They opened 
their hearts to the enemy of God and man* Yet these men have been hold- 
ing positions of trust, and have been molding the work after their own 
similitude, as far as they possibly could* . . . 



EXHORTATION TO REPENTANCE* 

Those who are now first, who have been untrue to the cause of God, 
will soon be last, unless they repent. Unless they speedily fall upon 
the R 0 ck and be broken, and be born again, the spirit that has been 
cherished will continue to be cherished. Mercy 1 s sweet voice will not 
be recognized by them. Bible religion, in private and in public, is 
with them a thing of the past. They have been zealously declaiming again- 
st enthusiasm and fanaticism. Faith that calls upon God to relieve 
human suffering, faith that God has enjoined upon his people to exercise, 
is called fanaticism. But if there is anything upon the earth that 
should inspire men with' sanctified zeal, it is the truth as it is in 
Jesus. It is the grand, great work of redemption. It is Christ, made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 

The Lord has often made manifest in his providence that nothing 
less than revealed truth, the word of God, can reclaim man from sin or' 
keep him from transgression. That word which reveals the guilt of* sin, 
has a power upon the human heart to make man right and keep him so. The 
Lord has said that his word is to be studied and obeyed; it is to be 
brought into' the practical life; that word is as inflexible as the char- 
acter of God,— the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 



THE TRUE INSPIRATION TO ENTHUSIASM. 

If there is anything in our world that should inspire enthusiasm, 
it is the cross of Calvary. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore 
the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not." "For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Christ is to be ac- 
cepted, believed on, and exalted. This is to be the theme of conversa- 
tion, —the preciousness of Christ. 
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TRUTH TO BE ENTHRONED IN THE HEART. 
eiloq&em&l edi t gile bna . r [ ; i iio£$o& io eetboo il&cii bsrti*ui\ &bM 
There is in Battle Creek a class that have the truth planted in the 
heart. It is to them the power of God unto salvation. But unless the truth 
is enthroned in the heart, and a thorough transition takes place from 
darkness to light, those who handle sacred responsibilities are ministers 
of darkness, blind leaders of the blind. "Clouds they are without water, 
carried about of winds j trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots. 11 God requires that every soul that names 
his name shall have the truth enthroned in the heart. The time in which 
we live demands it. Eternity demands it. Pure religion demands it. 




WORLDLY AMUSEMENTS. 
PARTIES OP PLEASURE. 



While there has been so much fear of excitement and enthusiasm 
in another line which to many seems wholly congenial. I refer to the 
parties of pleasure that have been held among our people. These occa- 
sions have taken much of the time and attention of people who profess 
to be servants of Christ; but have these assemblies tended to the glory 
of his name? Was Jesus invited to preside over them? Gatherings for 
social intercourse may be made in the highest degree profitable and in- 
structive when those who meet together have the love of God glowing in 
their hearts, when they meet to exchange thoughts in regard to the word 
of God, or to consider methods for advancing his work, and doing good 
to their fellow men. When nothing is said or done to grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, but it is regarded as a welcome guest, then God is 
honored, and those who meet together will be refreshed and strengthened. 
"Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord 
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
him for them that feared the Lord, and that 'thought upon his name. And 
they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up 
my jewels * w 

But there has been a class of social gatherings in Battle Creek of 
an entirely different character, parties of pleasure that have been a dis- 
grace to our institutions and to the church. They encourage pride of 
dress, pride of appearance, self-gratification, hilarity, and trifling. 
Satan is entertained as an honored guest, and he takes possession of those 
who patronize these gatherings. A view of one such company was presented 
to me, where were assembled those who 'profess to believe the truth. One 
was seated at the instrument of music, and such' songs were poured forth as' 
made the watching angels weep. There was mirth, there was coarse laughter, 
there was abundance of enthusiasm, and a kind of inspiration; but the joy 
was such as Satan only is able to create. This is an enthusiasm and in- 
fatuation of which all who love God will be ashamed. It prepares the 
participants for unholy thought and action. I have reason to think that 
some who were engaged in that scene, heartily repented of the shameful 
performance. 



EFFECT OF SUCH GATHERINGS. 

Many such gatherings have been presented to me. I have seen the 
gaiety, the display in dress, the personal adornment. AH want to be 
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thought brilliant, and give themselves up to hilarity, foolish jesting, 
cheap, coarse flattery, and uproarious laughter. The eyes sparkle, the 
cheek is flushed, conscience sleeps. With eating and drinking and 
merry-making, they do their best to forget God. The scene of pleasure 
is their paradise. And Heaven is looking on, seeing and hearing all. - 



BICYCLE SPORT, 

Turn to another scene. In the streets of the city is a party 
gathered for a bicycle race. In this company also are those who profess 
to know God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. But who that looks upon 
the exciting race would think that those who were thus exhibiting them- 
selves were the followers of Christ? Who would suppose that any of that 
party felt their need of Christ? Who would think they realized the value 
of their time and their physical powers as gifts from God, to be preser- 
ved for his service? Who thinks of the danger of accident, or that death 
may be the result of their wild chase? Who have prayed for the presence 
of Jesus, and the protection of the ministering angels? Is G 0 d glorified' 
by these performances? Satan is playing the game of life for these souls, 
and he is well pleased with that which he sees and hears. 



A PROFANATION OF RELIGION. 

The once earnest Christian who enters into these sports is on the 
down-grade. He has left the region pervaded by the vital atmosphere 
of heaven, and has plunged into an atmosphere of mist and fog. It may 
be some humble believer is induced to join in these sports. But if he 
maintains his connection with Christ, he cannot in heart participate 
in the exciting scene t The words he hears are not congenial, for they 
are not the language of Canaan. The speakers do not give evidence that 
they are making melody in their hearts to God. But there is unmistakable 
evidence that God is forgotten. He is not in all their thoughts. These 
parties of pleasure and gatherings for exciting sport, made up of those 
who profess to be Christians, are a profanation of religion and the name 
of God. 



DECEPTIVE WORKING OF SATAN. 

The tenor of the conversation reveals the treasure of the heart; 
The cheap, common talk, the words of flattery, the foolish witticism, 
spoken to create a laugh, are the merchandise of Satan and all who in- 
dulge in this talk are trading in his goods. Impressions are made upon . 
those who hear these things, similar to that made upon Herod when the 
daughter of Herodias danced before him. All these transactions are re- 
corded in the books of heaven; and at the last great day they will appear 
in their true light before the guilty ones. Then all will discern in 
them the alluring, deceptive workings of the devil, to lead them into 
the broad road and the wide gate that opens to their ruin. 
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PROFESSED CHRISTIANS AS DECOYS OF SATAN, 
©iter ,8X>[';-v;r: >v-; er-"i' ,•;<«. rrjgir ^yr .!••;.?..>»♦. J:: : - t vv ycrc'.-.JI: ssisoo t aoed9 
Satan has been multiplying his snares in Battle Creek} and profess- 
ed Christians who are superficial in character and religious experience 
are used by the tempter as his decoys. This class are always ready for 
the gatherings for pleasure or sport, and their influence attracts others, 
loung men and young women who have tried to be Bible Christians are per- 
suaded to join the party, and they are drawn into the ring. They did not 
prayerfully consult the divine standard, to learn what Christ had said 
in regard to the fruit to be borne on the Christian tree. They do not 
discern that these entertainments are really Satan's banquet, prepared to 
keep souls from accepting the call to the marriage supper of- the Lamb} 
they prevent them from receiving the white robe of character, which is 
the righteousness of Christ. They become confused as to what it is right 
for them as Christians to do. They do not want to be thought singular, 
and naturally incline to follow the example of others. Thus they come 
under the influence of those who have never had the divine touch on heart 
or mind. 

In these exciting gatherings, carried away by the glamour and passion 
of human influence, youth that have been carefully instructed to obey the 
law of God, are led to form attachments for those whose education has 
been a mistake, and whose religious experience has been a fraud. They 
sell themselves to a lifelong bondage. As long as they live, they must 
be hampered by their union with a cheap, superficial character, one who 
lives for display, but who has not the precious, inward adorning, the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of 
great price, When sickness and death shall come to those who have lived 
to please themselves merely, they find that they have provided no oil 
in their vessels with their lamps, and they are utterly unfitted to close 
their life's history. This has been, this will continue to be. 

We ask of those who have had great light in Battle Creek, Has the 
truth of God lost its hold upon the soul? Has the fine gold become dim? 
What has been the cause of this fanaticism and enthusiasm? A fearful ac- 
countability rests upon world-loving, selfish parents, for sin lies at 
their door. How much more favorable it would be if the- school buildings 
that are now in Battle Creek were far off from the city, and separated 
from so large a colony of professed Sabbath-keepers J 



DEPLORABLE CONVICTION GAINING GROUND 
IN THE WORLD. 

The conviction is gaining ground in the world ' that Seventh-day Ad- 
yentists are giving the trumpet an uncertain sound , that they are follow - 
ing in the path of worldlings . Families in Battle Creek are departing 
from God, in planning contracts of marriage with those who have no love 
for God} with those who have lived a frivolous life, who have never 
practised self-denial, and know not from experience what it means to be 
laborers together with God. Strange things are being transacted. False 
phases of Christianity are being received and taught, which bind eouls in 
deception and delusion. Men are walking in the light of the sparks of 
their own kindling. Those who love and fear God will not descend to the 
world's level, in choosing the society of the vain and trifling. They 
will not become charmed with men or women who are not converted. They are 
to stand up for Jesus, and then Jesus will stand up for them. 
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DISHONEST DEALINGS IN BUSINESS. 

Some of those who know the truth, but do not practise it s are 
trampling upon the law of God in their' business transactions* We should 
have no intimate association with thomi les "t we catch their spirit, and 
share thsir doom© The patriarch Jacob, when speaking of certain deeds of 
his sons, which he contenplated with horror, exclaimed, "0 my soul, come 
not thou into their secret j unto their assembly, mine honor, be not thou 
united*" He felt that his own honor would be compromised' if he associated 
with sinners in their doings 3 He lifts the danger-signal, to warn us 
away from such associations, lest we become partakers of their evil" deeds* 
The Holy Spirit, through the apostle Paul, utters a' similar warning, "Have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness* but rather reprove 
them," 



TRUE ATTITUDE OF THE CHRISTIAN* 

The eternal G 0 d has drawn the line of distinction between the saints 
and the sinners, the converted and the unconvertedo The two classes do* 
not blend into each other imperceptibly, like the colors of the rainbow* 
They are as distinct as midday and midnight* 

Those who are seeking the righteousness of Christ, will be dwelling 
upon the themes of the great salvation* The Bible is the storehouse that 
supplies their souls with nourishing food* They meditate upon the in- 
carnation of Christ; they contemplate the great sacrifice made to save 
them from perdition, to bring in pardon, peace, and everlasting right- 
eousness* The soul is aglow with these' grand and elevating themes* Holi- 
ness and truth, grace and righteousness, occupy the thoughts. Self dies, 
and Christ lives in his' servants* In contemplation of the word, their 
hearts burn within them, as did the hearts of the two disciples while they 
went to Emraaus, and Christ walked with them by the way, and opened to them 
the scriptures concerning himself* 

How few realize that Jesus, unseen, is walking by their side! How 
ashamed many would be to hear his voice speaking to them, and to know that 
he heard all their foolish, common talk! And how many hearts would burn 
with holy joy if they only knew that the Saviour was by their side, that 
the holy atmosphere of his presence was surrounding them, and they were 
feeding on the bread of life! How pleased the Saviour would' be to hear 
his followers talking of his precious lessons of instruction, and to know 
that they had a relish for holy things J When the truth abides in the 
heart, there is no place for criticism of G 0 d»s servants, or for picking 
flaws with the message he sends. That which is in the heart will flow 
from the lips* It cannot be repressed* The things that God has prepared 
for those that love him, will be the theme of conversation* The love of 
Christ is in the soul as a well of water, springing up into everlasting 
life, sending forth living streams, that bring life and gladness wherever 
they flow* 



REJECTING THE LIGHT. 

God says to his servants, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of ; 
Jacob their sins." But when the plain, straight testimony comes from lips 
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under the moving of the Spirit of Gody- there are many who treat it -with 
disdain. There are among us those who, in* actions if not in words, »say 
teethe' seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right 
things, - speak unto us smooth things j prophesy deceits: get you out of 
the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease 
from before us. Wheref ore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because 
ye despise this word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and 
stay thereon: therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready 
to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly, at 
an instant. ... For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; 
In returning and rest shall ye be saved j in quietness and in confidence 
shall be your strength: and ye would not. n 



CLEANSING OF THE HEART NEEDED. 

0 

I inquire of those in responsible positions in Battle Creek, TAfoat 
are you doing? You have turned your back, and not your face, to the 
Lord. There needs to 'be a cleansing of the heart, the feelings, the 
sympathies, the words, in reference to the most momentous subjects,— the 
Lord God, eternity, truth, What is the message to be given at this 
time?— It is the third angel's -message. But that light ivhich is to fill 
the whole earth with its glory, has been despised by some who claim to 
believe the present truth. Be careful how you treat it. Take off the 
shoes from off your feet; for you are on holy ground. Beware how you 
indulge the attributes of Satan, and pour contempt upon the manifesta- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. I know not but some have oven gone too far 
to return and to repent. 



COMMUNICATION OF LIGHTo 

I state truth. The souls who love God, who believe in Christ, and 
who eagerly grasp every ray of light, will see light, and rejoice in the 
truth. They will communicate the light. They will grow in holiness. 
Those who receive the Holy Spirit will feel the chilling atmosphere that 
surrounds the souls of others by whom these great and solemn realities are 
unappreciated and spoken against. They feel that they are in the council 
of the ungodly, of men who stand in the way of sinners, and sit in the 
seat of the scornful. 

The word of God speaketh truth, not a lie. In it is nothing strain- 
ed, nothing extreme, nothing overdone. We are to accept it as the word 
of the living God. In obedience to that word, the church have duties 
to perform which they have not done. They are not to flee from the post 
of duty; but in trial and temptation they should lean more heavily upon 
God. There are difficulties to be met, but God's people as one must rise 
to the emergencies. There are duties to be discharged to the church and 
to our God. 



DANGER OF ACCEPTING DARKNESS. 

The Spirit of God is departing from many among his people. Many have 
entered into dark, secret paths, and some will never return. They will 
continue to stumble to their ruin. They have tempted God, they have re- 
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jected light . All the evidence that will ever be given them they have 
received, and have not heeded. They have chosen darkness rather than 
light, and have defiled their souls . No man or church can associate with 
a pleasure-loving class, and reveal that they appreciate the rich current 
which the Lord has sent to those who have simple faith in his word. The 
world is polluted, corrupted, as was the world in the days in Noah, The 
only remedy is belief in the truth f acceptance of the light. let many 
have listened to the truth spoken in demonstration of the Spirit, and 
they have not only refused to accept the message, but theyiiave hated the 
light. These men are parties to the ruin of souls. They have interposed 
themselves between the heaven*sent light and the people. They have 
trampled upon the word of God, and are doing despite to his Holy Spirit. 

I call upon God f s people to open their eyes. TOxen you sanction or 
carry out the decisions' of men who, ae you know, are not in harmony with 
truth and righteousness, you weaken your own faith, and lose your relish 
for communion with God. You seem to hear the voice which was addressed ' 
to Joshua* "Wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath sinned, 
and they have also transgressed top covenant which I commanded them. • . . 
There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, 0 Israel. ■ "Neither will 
I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among you. w 
Christ declares, w He that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.* 1 

t imSo 'at ^e^ceaei!! e?Ier,rtB in Mi ed$ ei nolntf t ayBsu nx 51 jx bb dirni 



THE MESSAGE OF JUSTIFICATION EOT FAITH. 

The Lord in his great mercy sent a most precious message to his 
people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. This message was to bring more 
prominently before the world the uplifting Saviour, the sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world. It presented justification through faith 
in the Surety] it invited the people to receive the righteousness of 
Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the commandments of 
God. Many had lost sight of Jesus. Th$y needed to have their eyes di- 
rected to his divine person, his merits, and his changeless love for the 
human family. AH power is given into his hands, that he may dispense 
rich gifts unto men, imparting the priceless gift of his own righteousness 
to the helpless human agent. This is the message that God commanded to 
be given to the world. It is the third angel f s message, which is to be 
proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of his 
Spirit in a large measure. 

The uplifted Saviour is to appear in his efficacious work as the 
lamb slain, sitting upon the throne, to dispense the priceless covenant 
blessings, the benefits he died to purchase for every soul who should 
believe on him. John could not express that love in words; it was too 
deep, too broad; he calls upon the human family to behold it. Christ is 
pleading for those for whom he paid the redemption price of his own life- 
blood and for the church in the heavenly courts above. Centuries, ages, 
can never diminish the efficacy of this atoning sacrifice. This message 
of the gospel of his grace was to be given to the church in clear and 
distinct lines, that the world should no longer say that Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists talk the law, the law, but do not teach or believe Christ. 

FAITH IN CHRIST'S ATONING BLOOD TOE LIFE 
OF THE CHURCH. 

^^ rV ,.aa it Miosfrmq si smt zid bit* K zu . ni: dtellwb fcoO t isrfJo 
The efficacy of the blood of Christ was to be presented to the people 
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with freshness and power, that their faith migHt lay hold upon its merits . 
As the high priest sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy-seat, while 
the fragrant cloud of incense ascended before God, so while we confess our 
sins, and plead the' efficacy of Christ *s atoning blood, our prayers are 
to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the merits of our Saviour *s character. 
Notwithstanding our unworthliness, we are ever to bear in mind that there 
is One that can take away sin, and save the sinner. Every sin acknowledged 
before God with a contrite heart, he will remove. This faith is the life 
of the church. As the serpent was lifted up in the wilderness by Moses, 
and all that had been bitten by the fiery serpents were bidden to look 
and live, so also the Son of Man' must be lifted up, that "whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have eternal life," 

Unless he makes it his life business to behold the uplifted Saviour, 
and by faith to accept the merits which it is his privilege to claim, 
the sinner can no more be saved than Peter could walk upon the water 
unless he kept his eyes fixed steadily upon Jesus . Now it has been 
Satan's determined purpose to eclipse the view of Jesus, and lead men to 
look to man, and trust to man, and be educated to expect help from man. 
For years the church has been looking to man, and expecting much from 
man, but not looking to Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal life are cen- 
tered . Therefore God gave to his servants a testimony that 'presented 'the 
truth as it is in Jesus, which is the third angel's message, in' clear, 
distinct lines. John's words are to be sounded by God's people, that all 
may discern the light and walk in the light: "He that cometh from above 
is above all; he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the 
earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all* And what he hath seen 
and heard, that he testifiethj and no man receiveth his testimony. He 
that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. 
For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of Godj for God giveth not 
the Spirit by measure unto him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hands. He that believeth on the Son shall 
have everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him," 



THE RICHEST GIFTS OF GOD. 

This is the testimony that must go throughout the length and breadth 
of the world. It presents the law and the gospel, binding up the two 
in a perfect whole. (See Rom. 5, and 1 John 3:9 to the close of the 
chapter.) These precious scriptures will be impressed upon every heart 
that is opened to receive them. "The entrance of thy words giveth light; 
it giveth understanding unto the simple," —those who are contrite in 
heart. "As many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name." These have not a 
mere nominal faith, a theory of truth, a legal religion, but they believe 
to a purpose, appropriating to themselves the richest gifts of God, They 
plead for the gift, that they may give to others. They can say, "Of his 
fulness have all we received, and grace for. grace." 

"He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begot- 
ten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved u®, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to 
love one another. No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one an- 
other, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. Hereby know 
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wo that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his 
Spirit." 



THE MESSAGE DESIGNED OF GOD FOR THE 
PRESENT TIME, 

This is the very work which the Lord designs that the message he 
has given his servants, shall perform in the heart and mind of every 
human agent. It is the perpetual life of the church to love God supre- 
mely, and to love others as they love themselves. There was but little 
love for God or man, and God gave to his messengers just what the people 
needed. Those who received the message were greatly blessed, for they 
saw the bright rays of the Sun of Righteousness, and life and hope sprang 
up in their hearts. They were beholding Christ. "Fear not," is his • 
everlasting assurancej "I am he that liveth, and was deadj and, behold, • 
I am alive for evermore," "Because I live, ye shall live also." The 
blood of the spotless Lamb of God the believers apply to their own hearts. 
Looking upon the great Antitype, we can say, "It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us," The Sun of Righteousness shines into 
our hearts to give the knowledge of the glory of Jesus Christ. Of the 
Holy Spirit's office he says, "He shall glorify mej for he shall receive 
of mine, and shall show it unto you."- The psalmist prays, "Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. ." 
. . Create in me a clean heart, 0 Godj and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free 
spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be 
converted unto thee„ w 

The Lord would have these grand themes studied in our churches, and 
if every church-member shall give entrance to the word of God, it will 
give light and understanding to the simple. "Who is among you that feareth 
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in dark- 
ness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves 
about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that 
ye have kindled. This shall" ye have of mine hand; ye shall' lie down in 
sorrow," (See Isa. 29:13-16, 16-21,) >*Thus saith the Lord, Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
n&ght, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that glori- 
eth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the 
earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord." 

Never was there a time when the Lord would manifest his great grace 
unto his chosen ones more fully than in these last days when his law is 
made void, "The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness' sake; he will 
magnify- the law, and make it bonorable 0 " What does God say in regard to 
his people?— "But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of 
them snared in holes, and they are hid 'in prison houses: they are for a 
prey, and none deliverethj for a spoil, and hodb saith, Restore," (See 
also Isa, 43.) These are prophecies that will be fulfilled. 
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SOLEMN WARNING AGAINST DESPISING GOD'S 
MESSAGE AND MESSENGERS. 

I would speak in warning to those who have stood for years resisting 
light and cherishing the spirit of opposition. How long will you hate 
and despise the messengers of God's righteousness? God has given them 
his message. They bear the word of the Lord. There is salvation for 
you, but only through the merits of Jesus Christ. The grace of the Holy 
Spirit has been offered you again and again. Light and power from on - 
high have been shed abundantly in the midst of you. Here was evidence, 
that all might discern whom the Lord recognized as his servants. But 
there are those who despised the men and the message they bore. They 
have taunted them with being fanatics, extremists, and enthusiasts. Let 
me prophesy unto you: Unless you speedily humble your hearts before 
God, and confess your sins, which are many, you will, when it is too late, 
see that you have been fighting against God. Through the conviction of 
the Holy Spirit, no longer unto reformation and pardon, you will see that 
these men whom you have spoken against have been as signs in the world, 
as witnesses for God. Then you would give the whole world if you could 
redeem the past, and be just such zealous men, moved by the Spirit of God 
to lift your voice in solemn warning to the world; and like them, to be 
in principle firm as a rock. lour turning things upside down is known 
of the Lord. Go on a little longer as you have gone, in rejection of the 
light from heaven, and you are lost. "The man that shall be unclean, 
and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the 
congregation." 

I have no smooth message to bear to those who have been for so long 
as false guide-posts, pointing the wrong way. If you reject Christ's dele- 
gated messengers, you reject Christ. Neglect this great salvation, kept 
before you for years, despise this glorious offer of justification through 
the blood of Christ, and sanctification through the cleansing power of the 
Ho]y Spirit, and there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation. I entreat 
you now to humble yourselves, and cease your stubborn resistance of light 
and evidence. Say unto the Lord, "Mine iniquities have separated between 
me and my God. 0 Lord, pardon my transgressions. Blot out my sins from 
the book of thy remembrance." Praise his holy name, there is forgiveness 
with him, and you can be converted, transformed* 

"For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh j how much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God?" 

MRS. E. G. WHITE. 
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"DET HIM THAT THBIKETH HE 
STANDETH TAKE HEED 
LEST HE FALL," 

mate wto* ®A hJtb lelftoBiw ^M*-htk;#m*- wsJt^TGP wp*^ 

• — — r\ 

IDOLATRY OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL* 
%Lqt$SjM U£w I t^sdi 'a&rns ia&e % \Zm sxw mldS %d &zm®#2 nodi 

"Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that 
all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 
and were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the seaj and did all eat 
the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink j for 
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them.* and that Rock was 
Christ, But with many of them God was not well pleased:' for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness The experience of Israel, referred to in 
the above words by the apostle, and as recorded in the 105th and 106th 
psalma, contains lessons of warning that the people of God in these last 
days especially need to study* I urge that these chapters be read at 
least once every week 0 

fit aolaerr&Ka tauot rtslrfcr t iy&tB o$ mkd'kmm hoQ to %ioI§ i&% 
M Now these things 'were our examples, to the intent we should not' 
lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as 
were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to drink and 
eat, and rose up to play. 11 

In the hearing of all Israel, God had spoken in awful majesty upon 
Mount Sinai, declaring the precepts of his law. The people, overwhelmed 
with the sense of guilt, and fearing to be consumed by the glory of the 
.presence of the Lord, had entreated Moses, "Speak thou with us, and we 
will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die." God called Moses 
up into the mount that he might communicate to him the laws for Israel, 
but how quickly the solemn impression made upon that people by the mani- 
f eatation of God's presence, passed away. Even the leaders of the host * 
seemed to have lost their reason 0 The memory of their covenant with God, 
their terror when, falling upon their faces, they had exceedingly feared 
and quaked^ all had vanished like smoke. Although the glory of God was 
still like devouring fire upon the top of the mount, yet when the presence 
of Moses was withdraxvn, the old habits of thought and feeling began to 
assert their power. The people wearied of waiting for the" return of Moses, 
and began to clamor for some visible representation of God. 

Aaron, who had been left in charge of the camp, yielded to their 
clamors. Instead of exercising faith in God, trusting to divine power to 
sustain him, he was tempted to believe that if he resisted the demands of 
the people, they would take his life; and he did as they desired. He 
collected the golden ornaments, made the molten calf, and fashioned it with 
a graving tool; Then the leaders of the people declared, "These be thy 
gods, 0 Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." Mien 
Aaron saw that the image he had graven pleased the people, he was proud 
of his workmanship,, He built an altar before the idol, ^made proclamation, 
and said, To-morrow is a feast to the Lord. And they rose up early on the 
morrow, and offered burnt offerings > and brought peace-offerings; and the 
people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play;* 1 They drank 
and feasted, and gave themselves up to mirth and dancing, which ended in 
the shameful orgies that marked the heathen worship of false gods. 

God in heaven beheld it all, and warned Moses of what was taking 
place in the camp, saying, "Now therefore let me alone, that n$r wrath may 
wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee 
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a great nation. And Hoses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord, why- 
doth thy wrath wax hot against thy peoplej which thou hast brought forth 
out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? Where- 
fore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them 
out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of 
the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against 
thy people. Remember Abraham, * Isaao, and Israel, thy servants, to whom 
thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply 
your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of 
will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it forever. And the 
Lord repented of the evil which he had thought to do unto his people, " 

As Moses came down from the mountain with the two tables of the testi- 
mony in his hand, he heard the shouts of the people, and, as he came near, 
beheld the idol and the reveling multitude. Overwhelmed with horror and 
indignation that God had been dishonored, and that the people had broken 
their solemn covenant with him, he east the two tables of stone upon the 
ground, and broke them beneath the mount. Though his love for Israel was 
so great that he was willing to lay down his own life for them yet his 
zeal for the glory of God moved him to anger, which found expression in 
this act of such terrible significance, God did not rebuke him. The 
breaking of the tables of stone was but a representation of the fact that 
Israel had broken the covenant which they- had so recently made with God, 
It is a righteous indignation against sin, which springs from zeal for the 
glory of God, not that anger prompted by self-love or wounded ambition, 
which is referred to in the scripture, "Be ye angry and sin not," Such 
was the anger of Moses, 

"And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, 
and ground it to powder, and strewed it upon the water; and made the child- 
ren of Israel drink of it. And Moses said unto "Aaron, What did this peo- 
ple do unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them? And 
Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou knowest the peo-* 
pie, that they are set on mischief. For they said unto me, Make us gods, 
which shall go before ust for as for this Moses, the man that brought us 
up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 11 And Moses 
"saw thatrthe people were naked (for Aaron had made them naked unto their 
shame among their enemies.) 11 



SPECIAL INFLUENCE OF SATAN'S WORK. 

To us the warning is given, W AU these things happened unto them for 
ensanples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come." Mark the influence of their extremes and fanaticism 
in the service of the great master-worker, Satan* As soon as the wicked 
one had the people under his control, there were exhibitions of a Satanic 
character. The people ate and drank without a thought of God and his 
mercy, without a thought of the necessity of resisting the devil, who was 
leading them on to the most shameful deeds. The same spirit was manifest-' 
ed as at the sacrilegious feast of Belshazzar. There was glee and dancing, 
hilarity and singing, carried to an infatuation that beguiled the senses} 
then the indulgence in inordinate, lustful affections,— all this mingled 
in that disgraceful scene* God had been dishonored; his people had become 
a shame in the sight of the heathen* Judgments were about to fall on that 
infatuated, besotted multitude. Yet God in his mercy gave them opportunity 
to forsake their sins. 
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•"Then Moses stood in thte' gate o£ the fcamp, and Said, feo is on the 
Lord*s side?" The trumpeters catigtit ufr the' words, ahd sounded them 
through the trumpet, VJho is on the I£rd*sTside? "let him come* unto me* 
And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him a M All who 
were repentant had the -privilege of taking their stand beside Moses, 
"And he said unto them, Thus saith the Lo^d God of Israel, Put every man 
his sWord by his' side, and gb in and' out from gate to gate throughout the 
camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and 
every man his neighbor c And the children of Levi did according to the 
word of Moses: and there fell of the people that 'day about three thou- 
sand men*" There was no partiality, no hypocrisy, no confederating to 
shield the guilty 0 For the terror of the Lord was upon the people d 

Those who had shown so little sense of the presence and the great- 
ness of God, and who, after the exhibition of his majesty, were ready- 
to depart from the Lord, would* be a continual snare to Israel* They 
were slain, as a rebuke to sin, and to put a fear upon the people to 
dishonor God 0 



DANGER OF SELF-PLEASING* 

I cannot now consider this history further, but I ask you in every 
city, in every town, in every household, I ask every individual, to study 
the lesson of this scripture, bearing in mind the words of inspiration, 
"Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he f all. M Here is pre- 
sented the only election that is brought to view in the word of God. It 
is those who take heed lest they fall that will be accepted at last* 
There can be no presumption more fatal than that which leads men to ven- 
ture upon a course of self-pleasing. In view of this solemn warning from 
God, should not fathers and mothers take heed? Should they not faith- 
fully point out to the youth the dangers that are constantly arising to 
lead them away from God? Many allow the youth to attend parties of 
pleasure, thinking that amusement is essential for health and happiness; 
but what dangers are in that path J The more the desire for pleasure is 
gratified, the more it is cultivated and the stronger it becomes e The 
life-experience is largely made up of self -gratification in amusement 0 
God bids us to beware 0 "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall." 



APPEAL TO TEACHERS IN OUR SCHOOLS. 

I ask you who are living in the very heart of the work to review 
the experience of years, and see if the "well done' 1 can truthfully be ' 
spoken to you. I ask the teachers in the school to consider carefully, 
prayerfully, Have you individually watched for your own soal as one who 
is co-operating with God for its purification from all sin, and for its 
entire sanctif ication- unto God? Can you by precept and example teach the 
youth, sanctification, not devotion to the arch-deceiver, but sanctification 
through the truth, unto holiness, obedience to God? ' 

Have you not been afraid of the Holy Spirit? At times it has come 
with all-pervading influence into the school at Battle Creek, and into 
the schools at other localities. Did you recognize it? Did you accord 
it the honor due to a heavenly messenger? Mien the Spirit seemed to 
be striving with the youth, did you say, Let us put away all study; for 
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it is evident that we have among us a heavenly guest* Let us give praise 
and honor to God. Did you, with contrite hearts, bow in prayer with 
your students, pleading that you might receive the blessing which God 
was presenting to you? The Great Teacher himself was among you. How 
did you honor him? -~-*^-~~-~--~~~^~m^---~~--m~**---- m ~- was 
he a stranger to some of the educators? Was there need to send for some 
one of supposed authority to welcome or repel this messenger from heaven? 
Though unseen, his presence was among you. But was not the thought 
expressed that in school the time was to be given to study, and that 
there was a time for everything, as if the hours devoted to common study 
were too precious to be given up for the working of the heavenly messen- 
ger? 

t If you have in this way restricted and repulsed the Holy Spirit of 
God, I entreat you to repent of it as quickly as possible. If any of the 
educators have not opened the door 6f their own hearts to the Spirit 
of God, but closed and padlocked it, I urge them to unlock the door, 
and pray with earnestness, n Abide with' me. • When the Holy' Spirit re- 
veals his presence in your schoolrooms, tell your students, The* Lord 
signifies that he has for us to-day a lesson of heavenly import, of more 
value than' our lessons in ordinary lines; let us listen; let us bow 
before God, and seek him with the whole heart. 

Let me tell you what I know of this heavenly guest. The Holy 
Spirit was brooding over the youth in the school hours; but some hearts' 
were so cold and dark that they had no desire for the Spirit *s presence, 
and the light of God was withdrawn. That heavenly visitant would 
have opened the understanding, would have given wisdom and knowledge 
in all lines of study, that would have been employed to the glory of God. 
The Lord ! s messenger came to convince of sin, and to soften the heart 
hardened by long estrangement from God. He came to reveal the great 
love wherewith God has loved those youth. They are God's heritage, and 
educators should possess the "higher education" before they are qualified 
to be instructors and guides of youth. 



THE TRUE EDUCATION. 
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The teacher may understand many things in regard to the physical 
universe; he may know all about the structure of living things, the in- 
ventions of mechanical art, the discoveries of natural science; but he 
cannot be called educated unless he has a knowledge of the only true God 
and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. A principle of divine origin must 
pervade our conduct, and bind us to God. This will not be in any way a 
hindrance to the study of true science. The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, and the man who consents to be molded and fashioned 
after the divine similitude, is the noblest specimen of the work of God. 
All who live in communion with our Creator, will have an understanding 
of his design in their creation, and they will have a sense of their own 
accountability to God to employ their faculties to the very best purpose. 
They will seek neither to glorify nor to depreciate themselves. 

The knowledge of God is obtained from his word. The experimental 
knowledge of true godliness, in daily consecration and service to God, 
insures the highest culture of mind, soul, and body; and this consecra- 
tion of all our powers to God prevents eelf-exaltation. The impartation 
of divine power honors our sincere striving after wisdom for the con- 
scientious use of our highest faculties to honor God and bless our fellow 
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merit As these faculties are derived from* God, and not self-created, they 
should be appreciated as talents from God, to be employed In his service. 

»0£<*6; * CqO 

The heaven-entrusted faculties of the mind are to be treated as 
the higher powers, to rule the kingdom ^6f the body. The natural appetites 
and passions are to be brought under control of the conscience and the 
spiritual affections. 

arfcf of Jttsq etf oj o*t& % :vm hevrobae eirf b&D rfoxriw ikriv/ sr.-- >. ^ &rtT .-c^iv 
The word' of God is to be the foundation of all studyj and the .words 
of revelation, carefully studied, appeal to and strengthen the intellect 
as well as the heart. The culture of the intellect is required, that we 
may understand the revelation of the will of God to us. «It cannot be 
neglected by those who are obedient to his comroandmeht. God has not given 
us the faculties of the mind to be devoted to cheap and frivolous pur- 
suits. 

. - ■ • . . i 

DANIEL'S TEMPERATE COURSE A LESSON. 
ttstioz of vJUm bmn ^&c j : toon&tmqm oi nm ^ttm^ ^Usualtnoo i: tpok 
The case of Daniel is an instructive one, Daniel was taught by God, 
and he co-operated with God. He exercised all his powers to work out 
his own salvation, and God waited in him to will and to do according to 
his good pleasure. Of Daniel and his companions it is written: "As 
for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in alL learn- 
ing and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 11 
These youth were sincere, faithful Christians. True education must be 
ail-sided, not one-sided. Such an education Daniel and hia< fellows 'were 
determined to have. They sought to acquire knowledge for a purpose,— 
to honor and glorify God. They must perfect a Christian character, and 
have a clear intellect, in order to stand as the representatives of the 
true religion amid the false religions of heathenism. To them the will 
of God Was the supreme law of life. They practised temperance in eating 
and drinking, that they might not enfeeble brain or muscle. In order to 
preserve health, they felt that they must avoid the luxuries of the king's 
table, and they would not partake of wine or any stimulating drink. Un- 
der God they were in perfect training, that all their faculties might 
do highest* service for him. God required these youth to keep themselves 
from idols. 



.•DvUi'Oy SHT Of 'MUITATflOHXE ' 
IDEAL OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 

The religion of Jesus Christ never degrades the receiver, it never 
makes him coarse or rough, discourteous or self-important, passionate or 
hard-hearted. On the contrary, it refines the taste, sanctifies the 
judgment, purifies and ennobles the thoughts, by bringing them into cap- 
tivity to Jesus Christ. God's ideal for his children is higher than 
the highest human thought can reach. The living God has given in his. 
holy law a transcript of his character. The greatest teacher the world 
has ever known is Jesus Christ. And what is the standard he has given 
for all who believe in him to reach?— M Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." As God is perfect in his 
high sphere of action, so man may be perfect in his human sphere. The 
ideal of Christian character is Christlikeness. There is opened before 
us a path of continual advancement* We have an object to reach, a stan- 
dard to gain which included everything good and pure and noble and eleva- 
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ted # There should be continual striving and constant progress onward and 
upward toward perfection of character . (See 2 Tim. 3*14-17? Rom. 15:4j 
Col # 2:8-10.) 

This is tfie will of God concerning evety human being, "even your 
sanctification # n In urging your way upward, heavenward, every faculty 
must be kept in the most healthy condition to do 'the most faithful ser- 
vice. The powers with which God has endowed men, are to be put to the 
stretch. *Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with aU thy mind; and thy 
neighbor as thyself." Man cannot possibly do this of himself; he must 
have divine power. What shall the human agent do in the great work?— 
"Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure." 

Without the divine 'working, man could do no good thing. God calls 
every man to repentance, yet man cannot even repent unless the Holy 
Spirit works upon his heart. But the Lord wants no man to wait until he 
thinks he has repented before he takes his step toward Jesus. The Sa- 
viour is continually drawing men to repentance; they need only to submit 
to be drawn, and their hearts will be melted in penitence. 



MAN'S 00-OPBRATION NECESSARY. 

Man is allotted a part in this great struggle for everlasting life; 
he must respond to the working of the Holy Spirit. It will require a 
struggle to break through the powers of darkness, and the Spirit works 
in him to accomplish this. But man is no passive being, to be saved in 
indolence. He is called upon to strain every muscle and exercise every 
faculty in the struggle for immortality; yet it is God that supplies the 
efficiency* No human being can be saved in indolence. The Lord bids 
us "Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, and shall not be able." "VH.de is the gate, and 
broad is the way* that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 'which 
go in thereat; because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." 



EXHORTATION TO THE YOUNG. 

I entreat the students in our schools to be sober-minded. The 
frivolity of the young is not pleasing to God. Their sports and games 
open the door to a flood of temptations. You are in possession of Godts 
heavenly endowment in your intellectual faculties, and you should not 
allow your thought to be cheap and low. A character formed in accor- ' 
dance with the precepts of God's word will reveal steadfast principles, 
pure, noble aspirations. The Holy Spirit co-operates with the powers of 
the human mind, and high and holy impulses are the sure result. 



EXAMPLE OF DANIEL AND HIS ASSOCIATES. 

Daniel and his companions had a conscience void of offense toward 
God. But this is not preserved without a' struggle. What a test was 
brought on the three associates of Daniel, when they were required to 
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worship the great image set- up by king* Nebuchadnezzar in the plain of 
Dura, Their principles forbade them to pay homage to the idol; for it 
was a rival of the God of , heaven . They knew that they owed to- God every 
faculty they possessed; and while their hearts were full of generous 
sympathy toward all men, they had a lofty aspiration to prove themselves 
entirely loyal to their God. To meet the appeals of the king and his 
counselors that they should comply with the royal edict, they had a 
store of arguments set forth most eloquently . The' demand appeared con- 
temptible to them. VflLth Daniel as their companion, they had prayed and 
fasted, that they might understand the dream which God gave the king* 
The Lord had heard their cries, and he had given to Daniel wisdom to 
interpret the dream. Thus their own lives and the lives of the astrolo- 
gers and soothsayers had been saved. Now the very men who had escaped 
death through the mercy of God to his servants, were led by envy and 
jealousy to secure the decree in regard to the worshiping of the golden 
image* 

?&%m ®k *>'t0rff Tf frf OS Gil affijH t<iB tinxib ban ctetf - asM&£«»*'tt/e*&f 
The king declared to the three* Hebrew youth, If u ye fall down and 
worship the image which I have made, well; but if ye worship not, ye 
shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; 
and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?" These youth 
said to the king, w 0 Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee 
in this matter 0 If it be' so, our God whom we Serve is able to deliver 
us from out of thine hand, 0* king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 
0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up. Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of -fury, and the 
form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; 
therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one 
seven times more tnan it was wont to be heated* tr These faithful youth 
were cast into the fire, but God manifested his power for the deliverance 
of his servants. One like unto the Son of God walked with them in the 
midst of the flame, and when they were brought forth, not even tha smell 
of fire had passed on them. "Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, 
Blessed be the God of Shadrach. Meshach, and Abed«nego, who hath sent 
his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have 
changed the king*s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not 
serve nor worship any god, except their own God. 11 

Thus these youth, imbued with the Holy Spirit, declared to the whole 
nation their faith; that he whom they worshiped was the only true and 
living God. This demonstration of their own faith was the most eloquent 
presentation of their principles. In order to impress idolaters with 
the power and greatness of the living God, his servants must reveal their 
own reverence for God. They must 'make it manifest that he is the only 
object of their honor and worship, and that no consideration, not even 
the preservation of life itself, can induce them to make the least con- 
cession to idolatry. 

mu n ••'•S.Mno© JLt&rfa aJnpv moA$ isorfw of IJD& 
rnese lessons have a direct and vital bearing upon our experience 
in these last days. My soul is deeply stirred at the things that have 
been presented to me. I feel indignation of spirit, that in our insti- 
tutions so little honor has been given to the living God, and so mush 
honor to what is supposed to be human talent, but with which the Holy 
Spirit has no connection. The Spirit of God is not acknowledged and re- 
spected; men have passed judgment upon it, its operations have been con- 
demned as fanaticism, enthusiasm, undue excitement. 




Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



DANGERS OF SELF GRATIFICATION, 



God sees that which the blind eyes of the educators cannot discern, 
that ixonorality of every kind and degree is striving for the mastery, 
working against the manifestations of the power of the Holy Spirit, The 
commonness of conversation and the low, perverted ideas are woven into 
the texture of character, and defile the soul* 

' The low, common pleasure parties, gatherings 'for eating and drink- 
ing, singing, and playing on instruments of music, are inspired by a 
spirit that is from beneath. They are an oblation unto Satan, The 
exhibitions in the bicycle craze are an offense to God, His wrath is 
kindled against those that do such things. For in these gratifications 
the mind becomes besotted, even as in liquor^drinking. The door is 
opened to vulgar associations. The thoughts, allowed to run in a low ' 
channel, soon pervert all the powers of the being, like Israel of old, 
the pleasure-lovers eat and drink, and rise up to play, ftiere is mirth 
and carousing, hilarity and glee. In all this the youth follow the 
example of the authors of books that are placed in their hands for study. 
The greatest evil of it all is the permanent effect these things have 
upon the character* 

Those who take the lead in these things bring upon the cause a stain 
not easily effaced. They wound their own souls, and will carry the scars 
through their lifetime. The evil-doer may see his sins aftd repent; God 
may pardon the transgressor; but the power of discernment, which ought 
ever to be' kept keen and sensitive to distinguish between the sacred and 
the common, is in a great measure destroyed. Too often human devices 
and imaginations are accepted as divine. Some souls 'will remain in blind- 
ness and insensibility, ready to grasp cheap, common, even infidel senti- 
ments, while they turn against the demonstrations of the Holy Spirit, 



SOLEMN ADMONITION, 

It is a fearful thing for any soul to place himself on Satan's 
side of the question; for as soon as he does this, a change passes over 
him, as it is said of the king of Babylon, that his visage changed 
toward the three faithful Hebrews, Past history will be repeated. Men 
will reject the Holy Spirit's working, and open the door of the mind to 
Satanic attributes that separate them from God, They will turn against 
the very things I am seeking to make plain will be misapplied, misinter- 
preted, and falsified; seme have felt it a virtue to educate themselves 
in this line, and by their misapplication they make of no effect the 
messages God sends, 

I urge upon' all to whom these words shall' come: Review your own 
course of aotion, and Hake heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this 
life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a sn&re shall it 
come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth, 11 

MRS, E, G, WHITE, 
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EXTRACTS FROM A COMMUNICATION 
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ENTITLED 



MISSIONARY liDRK AT HOME AND 
I ABROADe 



"NORFOLK VILLA, ft GRANVILLE, N. S. % 



JULY 24, 1895. 



4 




(Recopied Sept, 10, 1896,) 



God's field is the world, Jesus said to his disciples, "Ye shall re- 
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost 'is cone "upon your and ye shall ' 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth." "And that repentance' and re- 
mission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, begin- 
ning at Jerusalem*" Peter said to the believers, »The promise is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall can* 11 And the Lord said, "I will sow her unto 
me in the earth j and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained 
mercy; and I will say to them which were' not my people, Thou art my peo- 
ple; and they shall say. Thou art ugr God, w "And he said, It is a light- 
thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest by ray salvation unto the end of 
the earth." 

God has poured out richly of his Holy Spirit upon the believers in 
Battle Creek, lllhat use have you made of these blessings? Have you done 
as did the men upon whom the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost? 
Then "they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word," 
Has this fruit been seen in Battle Creek? Have the church been taught 
of God to know their duty, and to reflect the light which they have re- 
ceived? , 

"When the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John," The Spirit 
of God was waiting to enlighten souls, and convert them to the truth. 
Notice how much effort was put forth even for one man, an Ethiopian. 
"The angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go- toward 
the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gazaj which is 
desert. And he arose and went; and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eu- 
nuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the 
charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, was 
returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaie.s the prophet. Then the 
Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. And - 
Philip ran> thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, 
Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some 
man should guide me? And he desired Philip that -he would come up and 
sit with him. , . , Then Philip opened - his mouth, and" began at the same 
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus," (See Acts 8,) 

In this account of Philip and the Ethiopian is presented the work 
which the Lord calls his people to do. This one man represents a large 
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class of human beings that need missionaries like Philip, who will hear 
the voice of God, and go where he shall send them. There is a class who 
are reading the Scriptures, and cannot understand their import. Those 
who have a knowledge of God are needed to explain his word to these souls. 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, the priest and the Levite 
looked on the wretched man who had been robbed and wounded, but it did 
not seem to them desirable to help the one who most needed help because 
he was helpless and forsaken. The priest and Levite represent many, 
many in Battle Creek. The Lord has represented to me the fact that 
thousands of souls are longing for something better than they have. 
Many can be saved if the Southern field can have simply a small part 
of the means expended so lavishly in Battle Creek, to make things more 
convenient. The Lord's heritage has" been strangely neglected, and God 
will judge his people for this thing. Pride and the love of display are 
gratified by the accumulated advantages, while new fields are left un- 
touched. The rebuke of God is upon the managers for their partiality 
and selfish appropriation of his good. 

Something has been done in foreign missions, and something in home 
missions; but altogether too much territory has been left unworked. The 
work is too much centralized. The interests in Battle Creek are over- 
grown, and this means that other portions of the field are robbed of 
facilities which they should have had. The larger and still larger pre- 
parations, in the erection and enlargement of buildings, which have call- 
ed together and held so large a number in Battle Creek, are not in ac- 
cordance with God's plan, but in direct contravention of his plan. It 
has been urged that there were great advantages in having so many in- 
stitutions in close connection; that they would be a strength to one 
another, and could afford help to those seeking education and employment. 
This is according to human reasoning; it will be admitted that from a 
human point of view, many advantages are gained by crowding so many res- 
ponsibilities in Battle Creek; but the vision needs to be extended. These 
interests should be broken up into many parts, in order that the work may 
start in cities which it will be necessary to make centers of interest. 
Buildings should be erected and responsibilities centered' in many lo- 
calities that are now robbed of vital, spiritual interest, in order to 
swell the overplus already in Battle Creek. The Lord is not glorified 
by this management on the part of those who are in responsible positions. 
"The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea." "And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent." 

The salvation of the heathen has long been deemed a matter that 
should engage the interest of Christians; and it is not more than justice 
to bring light* to their dark borders. But home missionary work is just 
as much needed. The heathen are brought to our very doors. Idolatrous 
ignorance is in the very shadow of our homes. Something is being done 
for the colored people, but next to nothing compared with what others 
receive who- have a knowledge of the truth, who have had opportunities 
innumerable, but who have not half appreciated their advantages.- To 
those who know not the truth, let the love of Jesus be presented, and it 
will work like leaven for the transformation of the character. 

What are we doing for the Southern field? I have looked most an- 
xiously to see if some plan would not be set in operation to redeem the 
sinful neglect of that field, but I see not a proposition or a resolution 
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to do anything. Perhaps something has been planned that I have not seen* 
I hope so, and praise the Lord if it is so. But though for years our 
duty has been laid out in a most decided manner, yet the Southern field 
has been only touched with the tip ends of our fingers. I now feel 
deeply in earnest in again bringing before you this neglected portion of 
the Lordts vineyard* The matter is brought before me again and again. 
I have been awakened in the- night season, 'and the ^command has come, 
Write the things I have opened before you, whether men will hear, or 
whether they will forbear. 

MRSo E, G # UHITB» 
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTION 



RELATING TO 

THE REVIEW AND HERALD OFFICE, AND 
THE WORK IN BATTLE CREEK* 

"SUNNYSIDE," COORANDONG, N. S. W., 

MAI 26, 1696. 

Dear Brother Olaen : — — 

I RECEIVED the American mail on "Monday, the 25th. I have written 
a letter to you, and to-day, Tuesday, Sister read me a letter 
of which I sent you a copy. VShether this particular case is correct or 
incorrect, just such scenes have been presented before me. 

I have written to Brother . . . in reference to himself and 
his responsibilities. He has answered me in a good, humble spirit; 
and I pray the Lord to strengthen him to resist temptation. 

Now, 'nor brother, I want you to make it your first business to in- 
vestigate, in company with sotte others of a different spiritual exper- 
ience than that of . and every one of like influence, every 
man in that Office; and to make it your special business to inquire of 
the youth who are employed there, in regard to their work* Open your 
eyes wide to see what needs adjustment and correction. 

Less long, sweeping Journeys across the continent, and more close 
investigation of the true inward working of the heart, is essential. The 
rooms in the Office need inspection, that the things you know not, you 
may discern and search out* The temple of God must be cleansed, that ' 
his name shall not be' dishonored hymen who are not connected with him, 
Ity heart is pained as, in my dreams, I am visited, and appealed to by 
different ones, placing the corruptions ' in the Office of publication 
before me. I awaken to find it a dreamj but know it to be the truth # 
Iftr dear brother, the spirit of severity, of lording it over the ignorant 
and helpless, is being opened before me. In the place of the Office 
being an' educating school to prepare the youth to give their hearts to 
the Lord, the teachers and overseers, by their course of action, drive 
them onto Satan 1 s battleground. It is not a place where the Lord Jesus 
is entertained as a Heavenly Guest* Some of the overseers, and the work- 
ers under their supervision, give little time to thoughts of a high and 
holy order; the Lord is not glorif ied. 



NEED OP REFORMATION. 

I wrote, some time since, in reference to the Oakland Office, and 
then my guide revealed to me that the same spirit, in a more decided ' 
manner leavened the Office at Battle Creek; and there were souls lost, 
eternally lost, through the influence of words of severity and of harsh- 
ness; Things will transpire in our institutions that will need adjust- 
ment, and at once; but let the reformation be made with a spirit to re- 
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store, ^lojb tcj destroy. % We are fearfully .behind- 4 in the work of Christ 
for the saving of souls* We have not that" sharp conoeption'of duty 
required by the truth which we profess, to love and to honor. We allow 
a freezing atmosphere to surround our souls; we withhold words that 
ought to be spoken from the Scriptures 0 In order to fulfil our duty 
as God's faithful watchmen, we should, give words of correction in' 
humility of mind* "considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." 
Neglect not to bind up, with your reproof, words of encouragement. Be 
cheerful, but not light and trifling; pray for discernment, for' a whole- 
some Christlike spirit. Paul, in his letter to the PhiHppians, said, 
rr And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in know- 
ledge and in all judgment; that ye may approve things that are excellent; 
that ye may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ; 'being 
filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, un- 
to the glory and praise of God.** 

Sincerity means much more than many are inclined to suppose. It 
means 'being true to your brother; never allowing yourself to do him 
wrong, or suffer him to be unfaithful in the discharge of his duty. 

Those who are set to keep the rooms. in a healthful condition, that 
the angel of God passing through may approve, must be sincere. There 
must be no haphazard workj carry the Spirit' of Christ in all your deal- 
ings. I would not, under any consideration, send a child of mine to 
learn the printer's trade under the present discipline and management 
in the several rooms. All are not managed in exactly the same objection- 
able manner j but all are much in need of the sanctifying grace of Christ 
Jesus, Are the men set over others, wise counselors of youth? Are they 
sincere Christians, or make-believes? Is their submission to divine 
authority as perfect as that which they require of the youth who are 
being educated under them? Overbearing, harsh vrords are unprofitable in 
professors of religion. A harsh, tyrannical spirit has come in, result- 
ing in great and various evils. The temptations to sin come to every 
youth; and the overseers in every room need to be thoroughly converted 
men. What are the attributes most prized, and which bring greatest joy 
to the Saviour who died to save sinners?— It is to have men and women 
co-operating -with him to seek and to save the lost. Every one who is 
self-denying, self-sacrificing, for the sake of poor souls that need help, 
will have his reward. If we are children of God, we should be, and will 
be living channels of light. • 

Those who have not received Christ as their personal Saviour, should 
never be placed as directors of the youth. If they cannot submit them- 
selves to the control of God, they are not qualified to manage and teach 
order and- law to those brought under them. Those who claim to be Christ »s' 
disciples, if themselves under discipline to God, will make tender, loving, 
wise guides and instructors of the youth; for Christ says, "I will mani- 
fest myself unto them," 



GOD»S MDROUS LOVE. 

"If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, "and his love is per- 
fected in us;" and that love cannot be restrained, "God" is loves and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him 0 » Only by par- 
takers of the divine nature, can the law of God' be fulfilled by men. Only 
he who loves- God with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength, and his 
neighbor as. himself, can. give glory to God in the highest, and peace on 
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earth, good will to men* This was the work of Christ; and when his 
work is appreciated and represented by Ms followers, the great result 
will be achieved in the »joy that was set before him" in the saving of 
the souls for whom he gave his life. 

The Lord has been laboring constantly from age to age toanraken in 
the souls of men a sense of their divine brotherhood, and thus to establish 
an order and divine harmony proportionate to the great and eternal de- 
liverance he has wrought out for every one who will receive him. The 
Lord calls upon all who profess to believe in him to be coworkers with 
him, to use every God-given ability, opportunity, and privilege to lead 
perishing souls within the sphere of their influence, to Jesus Christ. 
Here is the only hope for transformation of character; this will give 
peace and joy in believing, tod fit them forth# society of the heavenly 
angels in the kingdom of God. 0 how earnest, persevering, and untiring 
should be the efforts 'of every sin-pardoned soul to seek to bring other 
souls to Jesus Christ, that their neighbors shall become joint-heirs with 
Jesus I Whoever is your neighbor is to be sought for, labored for# Is 
he ignorant? Let your communication^ your association make him more 
intelligent. The outcast, the youth, full of defects in character, are 
the very ones God enjoins upon us to help. "I came not to call the 
righteous, 11 said Christ, "but sinners to repentance." 

See what sinners the colored people were, 'the down-trodden, the 
poor! These Christ died to save; and they can, through painstaking and 
judicious management, become trophies of his grace, heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. Through faith in Jesus Christ they be- 
come purified, sanctified; for the religion of Jesus Christ never de- 
grades the receiver, but works with transforming power, refining the 
taste, sanctifying the judgment, fitting the soul for the entrance of 
the Word that giveth life, that giveth understanding even to the simple. 
Those who will be hmrible enough to learn, the very nobility of the 
world will consider it an honor to go to heaven in their company, a nd 
angels of God will co-operate with such as are workers together with God. 
We need to hunger and thirst after righteousness, that we may have Christ 
in us as a well of water, springing up into everlasting life. 



DEEPER PIETY NEEDED. 

0 

Right at the head of the work there must be deeper piety, more 
faithful taking heed to the word of God, a watching for souls as they 
that must give an account. Each worker should be moved by a living, 
abiding, converting principle. It is not large establishments where 
much money is invested to make them more convenient, that will obtain 
influence and win hearts. The school and the Office should be an asy- 
lum for the sorely tempted youth. They are God»s property. They have 
hearts to be won; they have souls to save. Instead of spending money 
in bicycles, in picture-making, in little and great idols to place upon 
your tables and cm your walls, let the means be used to gather in the 
youth; teach them, and patiently watch over them, in wisdom dealing with 
their follies. Pray with them alone. Converse with them, with hearts 
filled with pity and that love which Christ has shown for you. Angels of 
God will give every true worker a rich experience in doing this work. 
We are to labor in earnest to break down every barrier that has been 
built up to keep Christ from entering the citadel of the heart. There is 
more jpy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth than over ninety and 
nine persons that think they need no repentance. Let instructors do their 
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duty patiently/ and although the^r may be so&eh tried, be assured they 
will not fail nor be discouraged* ' : Be not Weafy in well-doing} the 
heavenly intelligences vail work y&th your every effort. A word of love 
and encouragement will do more to- subdue the hasty temper and wilful 
disposition than all the fault-finding and severe censure that you can 
heap upon the erring ones* 

It is those who are in positions of trust, those who have great 
light > large opportunities, xvho are not forming characters and carrying 
into their life-practise, principles that will stand the test of trial. 
These need to be rebuked sharply for their influence over the young. The 
impetuous temper must be eradicated,, When provoked, do not pour but a 
torrent of words and commit sinj but talk with your Lord about it* He 
says to your soul, w Be still, and know that I am God." 

If the God-given responsibilities of saving souls ready to perish, 
were understood, old habits, traditionary sentiments that clog and hin- 
der reformatory action, would be cut away from the heart and life, and a 
transformation would take place in character* Advice, reproof, and 
counsel should be given patiently, taking out the bitterness of the 
self-mingling spirit* The language should not be exaggerated, but 
should be gentle and humble 0 The stern, harsh spirit that humiliates 
and crushes the wrong-doer, wiU. seldom work a reformation, w Thy 
gentleness hath made me ^reat.* 1 It sets before the wrong-doer his sins, 
and helps him to recover himself from the snares of Satan. 

'God has not set any man on the judgment-seat. w Judge not, 11 he 
said, "that ye be not judged,' 1 The grace of humility should be cherished 
in the heart. It will modify and mold the words that fall from our lips, 
into expressions of Christlike tenderness and care.' The Master's work 
is not to be neglected; but it must be done in love, declaring the 
Master's message in the Master's spirit. 

Wrongs are often in' need of being met; and though firmness and 
decision may be required, we should not meet them in an arbitrary, over- 
bearing, crushing manner. Not 'until the heart is cleansed and purified 
through obedience to the truth, can we be laborers together with God, 
and work with the mind of Christ. 

MRS. E. G. TOITEe 



"SUNMYSIDE," COORANBGNG, N. S* W 0 , -ft-tV*^^ 

MAY 31, 1896. 

Dear Brother 01s an t 

THE Lord intends that a great work shall be done by the institutions 
which have been established by his direction; and he is dishonored when 
human principles which find no sanction in the vrord of God> are allowed 
to rule, when self and pride of opinion press to the front, giving the 
enemy room to intrude. Thus the enemy tries' to hinder the work, but God 
calls upon his people to co-operate with him. ,r Thus saith the Lord; 
Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, 'and 
my righteousness to be revealed. Blessed is the man that doeth this, and 
the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the Sabbath from 
polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil. Neither let the 
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son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the Lord, speak, saying, 
The Lord hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the 
eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree. Pox 1 thus saith the Lord unto the 
eunuchs that keep my Sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and 
take hold of my covenant; even unto them will I give in mine house 
and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters : 
I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be out off. Also ' 
the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve him, 
and to love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, every one that 
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of covenant; 
even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be 
accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of 
prayer for ail people. The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of 
Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gather- 
ed unto him." 



DANGERS IN OUR INSTITUTIONS. 

In order that the work of the Lord may go forward, our institutions 
need discreet, pure-minded, righteous managers. But some in positions of 
trust have been confirmed in a wrong course of action by being tolerated 
for years, by being allowed to make decisions, to advocate methods, to 
carry out plans, which are not of the Lord*s devising. The enenjy has 
been given an opportunity to control men, and to manage the work which 
is sacred, and use common fire in God f s service, God will despise their 
offering to him. This is still being done and has been. 

afoot? &*io$&&i prfT * t otBO bci& &&&fTX&bttQ$ -oil iXd a .c*xrfG xc snoi&BS'£tp*9 edrzL 

For years a degree of Pharisaism has been springing up among us, 
which has separated some from the Bible standard. ' If the preconceived 
ideas of those actuated by this spirit are crossed, they immediately as- 
sume a controversial combative attitude, as a man puts on armor when pre- 
paring for battle. Much pride and loftiness, and a spirit which desires 
to rule, has been manifested; but very little of' the spirit which leads 
men to sit at the feet of Jesus and learn of him, has been shown. Human 
inventions and human plans are eclipsing sacred things, and excluding 
divine instruction. Men are taking the place of God by seeking to assume 
authority over their fellow men. But they rule without a vestige of the 
authority of G 0 d, which alone can make their ruling a healthful element; 
and others are becoming leavened by this wrong influence. If the princi- - 
pies of truth had been enthroned in the hearts of these men, human passions, 
and human affections would have been guided and controlled by the Spirit 
of Christ. The atmosphere surrounding the soul would not be deleterious 
and poisonous; for self would be hid in Jesus. 

Let those who desire' to rule their fellow men, read God f s declaration 
on this subject. He says, ,f Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with 
what' judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the 
mote that is in thy brother Y s eye, but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull 
out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 
Thou hypocrite, firet cast out the beam out of thine own eye; ami then 
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote of thy brother s eye." 

w Theref ore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, 
which would take account of his servants. And when he had begun to rec- 
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Brother Olsen, you speak of ngr return to America. For three years 
I stood In Battle Greek as a witness f 0? the truth* Those who then re- 
fused to receive the testimony giveri me i by God for them, and rejected 
the evidences attending these testimonies $ would not be benefited should 
I return* 

I shall write to you; but should I return to Battle Creek, and bear 
W testimony to those who love not the truth, the eveiweady words would 
rise from unbelieving hearts, ^Somebody has told her*" Even now unbelief 
is expressed by the words, n lho has written these things' to Sister 
White?" But I know of no one" who knows them as they are, and no one who 
could write- that which he does not suppose has an existence* Some one 
has told me,— He who does not falsify, misjudge, or exaggerate any case* 
YJhile in Minneapolis He bade me follow him from room to room that I 
might hear what was spoken in the bedchamber,. The eneipy had things much 
his own way* ; I heard no word of prayer, but I heard my name mentioned 
in a slurring, criticizing way* 

I shall never, I think, be called to stand under the direction of 
the Holy Spirit as I stood at Minneapolis* The presence of Jesus was 
with me* All assembled in that meeting had an opportunity to place 
themselves on the side of truth by receiving the Holy Spirit, which was 
sent by God in such a rich current of love and mercy* But ift the rooms' 
occupied by some of our people, were heard riducule, jeering, criticism, 
laughter. The manifestations of the Holy Spirit were attributed to 
fanaticism. Who searched the Holy Scriptures, as did the noble Bereans, 
to see if the things they heard were so? Who prayed for divine guidance? 
The scenes which took place at this meeting made the God of heaven asham- 
ed to call those who took part in them, his brethren. All this the 
Heavenly Watcher noticed, and it is written in the book of God*s rememr- 
brance* 

'The Lord will blot out the transgression of those who, since that 
time, have repented with a sincere repentance; but every time the same 
spirit wakens in the soul, the deeds done on that' occasion are endorsed 
and the doers of them are made responsible to God, and must answer for 
them at his judgment throne. The same spirit that actuated the rejecters 
of Christ, rankles in their hearts and had they lived in the days of 
Christ, they would have acted toward him in a manner similar to that of 
the godless and unbelieving Jews. 

God*s servants have no tame testimony to bear at this time, whether 
men will hear or whether they will forbear. He who rejects the light 
and evidence God has been liberally bestowing upon us, rejects Christ j 
and for him there is no other Saviour* 



THE WORK AT BATTLE CREEK. 

The Spirit of the Lord has outlined the condition of things at the 
Review and Herald Office, Speaking through Isaiah, God says, "I will 
not contend forever, neither will I be always wroth: for the spirit 
should fail before me, and the souls which I have made, F 0 r the ini- 
quity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was 
wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart, n 

This is precisely what has been done in the Office of publication at 
Battle Creek, Covetousness has been woven into nearly all the business 
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transactions of the institution, and has been practised by individuals. 
This influence has spread like the leprosy, until it has tainted and 
corrupted the whole* As the publishing house has become corrupted, 
The General Conference Association has stepped in, and proposed to 
take the diseased child off its hands, and care for it. But it is a 
snare for the General Conference Association to take the publishing- 
work on its shoulders. This puts no special sanctity upon the work, 
but upon the General Conference Association a burden which will weigh 
it down, cripple it, and weaken its efficiency, unless men who have 
firm principle, mingled with love, shall conduct the business lines. 

In this step there has been a change of responsibility, but the 
wrong principles remain unchanged* The same work that has been done 
in the past, will be carried forward under the guise of the General 
Conference Association. The sacred character of this Association is 
fast disappearing. What will then be respected as pure, holy, and un- 
defiled? Will there be any voice that God*s people can regard as a 
voice they can respect? There certainly is nothing now that bears 
the divine credentials. Sacred things are mixed and mingled with 
earthly business that has no connection with God. 

To a large degree the General Conference Association has lost 
its sacred character, because some connected with it have not changed 
their sentiments in any particular since the Conference held at Min- 
neapolis. Some in responsible positions go on M frowardly" in the 
way of their own hearts. Some who came from South Africa and from 
other places to receive an education which would qualify them for the 
work, have imbibed this spirit, carried it with them to their homes, 
and their work has not borne the right kind of fruit. The opinions 
of men, which were received by them, still cleave to them like the 
leprosy; and it is a very solemn question whether the souls who be- 
came inbued with the spiritual leprosy in Battle Creek, will ever be 
able to distinguish the principles of heaven from the methods and 
plans of men* The influences and impressions received in Battle Creek 
have done much to retard the work in South Africa. 

As things now exist in Battle Creek, the work of God cannot be 
carried forward on a correct basis. How long will these things be? 
When will the perceptions of men be made clear and sharp by the minis- 
tration of the Holy Spirit? Some there do not detect the injurious 
effects of the plans which for years have been working in an under- 
handed manner. Some of the managers at the present time are walking 
in the light that they have received, and are doing the best they can, 
but their fellow workers are making things so oppressive for them 
that they can do but little. The enslaving of the souls of men by 
their fellow men is deepening the darkness which already envelops 
them. Who can now feel sure that they are safe in respecting the 
voice of the General Conference Association? If the people in our 
churches understood the management of the men who walk in the light 
of the sparks of their own kindling, wduld they respect their deci- 
sions? I answer, No, not for a moment. I have been shown that the 
people at large do not know that the heart of the work is being dis- 
eased and corrupted at Battle Creek. Many of the people are in a 
lethargic, listless, apathetic condition, and assent to plans which 
they do not understand. Where is the voice, from whence will it come, 
to whom the people may listen, knowing that it corns from the True 
Shepherd? I am called upon by the Spirit of God to present these 
things before you, and they are correct to the life, according to 
the practise of the past few years. 
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AN EARNEST ADMONITION* 



"NORFOLK VILLA," PROSFECT ST., 



GRANVILLE, N, S. W., 

j SEPT. 19, 1895. 



Dear Brother 



, too J 



I DO not find rest in spirit 0 Scene after scene is presented 
in symbols before me, and I find no rest until I begin to write 
out the matter. I think we will institute, at least once each 
day, a season of prayer for the Lord to set things in order at 
the center of the worko Matters are being shaped so that every 
other institution is following in the same course© The General 
Conference is itself becoming corrupted -with wrong sentiments and 
principles o In the working up of plans, the same principles are 
manifest that have controlled at Battle Creek for a long time. 



Christ said of the Jews, n In them is fulfilled the prophecy 
of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not 
understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: for 
this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they have closed*" Thus it is with some 
men who are connected with the great and important interests in 
our institutions* 




I have been shown that the Jewish nation were not brought 
suddenly into their condition of thought and practise. From gen- 
eration to generation they were working on false theories, carry- 
ing out principles that were opposed to the truth, and combining 
with their religion, thoughts and plans that were the product of 
human minds; human inventions were made supreme* 

fso it is to-day. Men connected with the work of God have been 
dealing unjustly, and it is time to call a halt.*) The holy prin- 
ciples God has given are represented by the ^acred fire; but common, 
fire has been used in place of the sacred. (False propositions have 
been assumed as truth and righteousness, and everything has been 
managed which are a misrepresentation of God*s character. Plans 
contrary to truth and righteousness have been introduced in a subtle 
manner, on the plea that this must be done, and that must be done 
because it is for the advancement of the cause of God. \ Men have 
taken advantage of those whom they supposed to be under their juris- 
diction. They were determined .to bring the individuals to their * 
terms; they would rule or ruin^ This devising leads to oppression, 
injustice, and wickedness, ( There will be no material change for the 
better until a decided movement is made to bring in a different 
state of things A 

The plea some are so ready to urge, "'The cause of God," or 
"Working in behalf of the cause of God, 11 to justify themselves in 
presenting robbery for burnt offering, is an offense to God. He 
accepts no such transactions; prosperity will not attend these 
movements. The Lord of heaven does not accept the strange fire of- 
fered to him. Let men deal with men upon the principles of the ten 
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coramandinents, bringing these principles into their business trans- 
actions; for the great and holy and merciful God will never be in 
league with dishonest practises; not a single touch of injustice 
will he vindicate. The cause of God is free f rom every taint of 
injustice. It can gain no advantage by robbing the members of the 
family of God of their individuality or of their rights . All such 
practises are abhorrent to God. 

Let all bear in mind that the Lordts eye is upon" all their 
works, and that he expects fidelity from his servants. When the 
four Hebrew youth were receiving an education for the court of the 
Babylonish king, they did not feel that the blessing of the Lord 
was a substitute for the taxing effort required of them. They were' 
diligent in study; for they discerned that through the grace of God, 
their destiny depended on their own will and action. They knew that 
they were to bring all their ability to their work, and by close, 
severe taxation of their* powers, make the most of their opportuni- 
ties for study and labor. 

He who has created men, and has given them talent and intellect, 
seeks to bring their minds into association with the divine. When 
this is done, goodness, love for their fellow men, will' be their 
natural instinct. He would have men love God supremely, and their 
fellow men impartially. It is his purpose that we should be closely 
attached to God, and tenderly attached to one another. 

Such was the condition that existed in heaven before the dis- 
affection of Satan. The heavenly current flowed through the uni- 
verse of God without one cloud of evil to cast a shadow upon its 
bright waters . Everywhere spotless purity was reflected as in a 
mirror; and God was over all. But Satan fell. The human race were 
created. Adam and Eve fell. 

And cannot men who have the history of the fall, the workings 
of the wily foe since Adam's day, see how the same principles are 
still at work, and what will be the end thereof? We are all on 
trial during probationary time. Satan is playing the game of life 
for every soul; Christ is at work: for every soul. Those who consent 
to receive the moral image of God, became like him in character. 
But if they refuse the character of Christ, heaven is lost to them. 
When we have so gracious an opportunity of working' out our own sal- 
vation through our choice of the character we form, why will we 
not lay hold of the Saviour, and by faith receive his merits, and 
perfect a character like his? 

The Lord Jesus himself has bridged the gulf that sin has made, 
and the whole scheme of redemption has been put in operation to re- 
store the moral image of God in man. "The Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth. Infinite 
wisdom is revealed in Christ. He suffered in our stead, that men 
could have another test and trial to prove whether they would be 
safe subjects for his kingdom* His blood was our ransom, his death 
brings life and immortality within our reach. He has risen from the 
dead, and has ascended on high to intercede for the fallen race. 
He is now at the right hand of the throne of God,— our Representa- 
tive before the Father* Whatever was given to Christ— the w all 
things" to supply every need of fallen man— was given to him as 
the head and representative of humanity. In and through him we 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



are complete' in every grace. We ^hare his throne. n To as many as 
received him, to, them gave he potter toJBecome the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood^ 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 

There is a heaven of bliss, free from all dissension, free * 
from all selfishness, free from poverty, sickness, and oppression, 
for those that overcome; Then I entreat you who have a heaven to 
gain and a hell to shun, Do not be presumptuous 0 Link up to the 
closest relationship with Christ, and depart from every species of 
iniquity. 

All who, before the universe of heaven, are adjudged to have, 
in Christ, endured the penalty of the law, and in him fulfilled 
its righteousness, will have eternal life. They will be one in 
character with Christ. His prayer for his followers will be ful- 
filled. ll The glory (character) which thou gavest me I have given 
them j that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that 'the 
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as 
thou hast loved me." Shall we not strive to form characters after 
the divine similitude? Shall we not here be conformed to the image 
of Christ? 0 that God would give us divine perception to compre- 
hend the breadth and length, the depth and height, and to know the 
love of Christ that passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with 
all the fulness of Godl Then would man look upon his fellow men as 
God's own purchased possession. He would keep his own soul in the 
love of God, and would not undertake to lord it over God's heritage. 

It was a wonderful thing for God to create man, to make mind. 
He created him that every faculty might be the faculty of the divine 
mind. The glory of God is to be revealed in the creation of man in 
God's image, and in his redemption. One soul is of more value than 
a world. The Lord Jesus is the Author of our being and he is also 
the Author of our redemption; and every one who will enter into the 
kingdom of God will develop a character that is the counterpart of 
the character of God. None can dwell with God in the holy heaven 
but those who bear his likeness. "Those 'who are redeemed will be 
overcomers; they will be elevated, pure, one with Christ. 

The divine decrees are to be vindicated; it will be demonstrated 
that they are not accessory to sin. There was no withdrawal of 
divine influence from Lucifer. Not in the slightest particular 
was there a deficiency in God's government that would afford a cause 
for disaffection in heaven. So in the administration of affairs in 
connection with God's work on earth, he requires that those who 
bear the responsibility of the xvork are to give no cause for disaf- 
fection. The principles that are according to heaven's order must 
be maintained. ^ 

Everything in our world is in agitation. Coming events cast 
their shadows before. The signs of the times are ominous indeed. 
There is assurance in nothing human or earthly. There are but two 
parties in this world. Satan works with his crooked, deceiving po- 
wer, and through strong delusion he catches all who do not abide in 
the truth, who have turned their ears away from the truth; and have 
turned unto fables, Satan himself abode not in the truth, and he is 
the mystery of iniquity. Through his subtility he gives to his , 
soul-des troying errors the appearance of truth. Herein is their po- 
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wer to deceive . It is because they are a counterfeit of the truth 
that Spiritualism, theosophy, and the like deceptions gain such 
power over the minds of men. Herein is the masterly working of 
Satan. He' pretends to be the Saviour of man, the benefactor of the 
human race, and thus he more readily lures his victims to des- 
truction. 

Rapidly men are ranging themselves under the banner they have 
chosen, restlessly waiting and watching the movements of their 
leaders. 'Some are watching and waiting and working for our Lordts 
appearing, but the great part of the world are rapidly falling into 
line under the generalship' of the first great apostate. They 
look for a god in humanity, and Satan personifies the one they 
seek.' Multitudes will be so deluded through their rejection of 
truth, that they will accept the counterfeit; and humanity will be 
hailed as God. 

Satan 1 s skill is exercised in devising plans and methods with- 
out number to accomplish his purpose. Dissimulation has become a* 
fine art with him, and he works in the guise of an angel of light. 
God f s eye alone discerns his' schemes to contaminate the world with 
false and ruinous principles, bearing on their face the appearance 
of genuine goodness. He works to restrict religious liberty, and 
to bring into the religious world a species of slavery. Organiza- 
tions, institutions, unless kept by the power of God, will work 
under Satan* s dictation to bring men under the control of' men; and 
fraud and guile will bear the semblance of zeal for truth, and for 
the advancement of the kingdom of God. Vfliatever in our practise 
is not as open as the day, belongs to the methods of the prince of 
evil. 

We are warned in the word of God that sleepless vigilance is 
the price of safety. Only in the straight path of truth and righteous- 
ness can we escape the tempter's power. The winds are held by the 
four angels j a moment of respite has been graciously given'us of 
God. Every power lent us of God, whether physical, mental, or 
moral, is to be sacredly cherished to do the work assigned us for 
our fellow men who are perishing in their ignorance. The warning 
is to go forth to all parts of the world. There must be no delay. 

If men resist the warnings the Lord sends them, they become 
even leaders in evil practises; such men assume to exercise the 
prerogatives of God— they presume to do that which God himself will 
not do in seeking to control the minds of men. They introduce 
their own methods and plans, and through their misconceptions of 
God, they weaken the faith of others in the truth, and bring in 
false principles that will work like leaven to taint and corrupt 
our institutions and churches. Anything that lowers men's concep- 
tion of righteousness and equity and impartial judgment, any device 
or precept that brings God f s human agents under the control of 
human minds, impairs their faith in God; it separates the soul from 
God, for it leads away from the path of strict integrity and right- 
eousness. 

God will not vindicate any device whereby man shall in the 
slightest degree rule or oppress his fellow man. The only hope 
for fallen man is to look to Jesus, and receive him as the only 
Saviour. As soon as man begins to make an iron rule for other 
men, as soon as he begins to harness up and drive men according to 
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his own mind, he dishonors God, and inperils his own soul and the 
souls of his brethren; 

©veiled- o f orfw jaip lo $rf$? %p e^e^Qj^im^l^BrL* fciriT •od" 

God expects his workers to be tender-hearted. How merciful 
are the ways of God! (See Deut. 10* 17-20} 2 Chron. 20: 5— 7s 
1 Peter 1: 17.) But the rules God has given have been disregard- 
ed, and strange fire has been offered before the Lord. The spirit 
of domination is extending to the presidents of our conferences. 
But if a man is sanguine of his own powers, and seeks to exercise 
dominion over his brethren, feeling that he is invested with author- 
ity to make his will the ruling power, the best and only safe course 
is to remove him, lest great ham be don©, and he lose his own 
soul, and imperil the souls of others. »A11 ye are brethren. w 
Those in authority should manifest the spirit of Christ. They 
should deal as he would deal with every case that requires atten- 
tion. They should go weighted with the Holy Spirit. 

A man*s position does not make him one jot or tittle greater 
in the sight of God; it is character alone that God values. The 
high-handed power that has been developed, as though position made 
men gods^ makes me afraid, and ought to cause fear. It is a curse 
wherever, and by whomsoever exercised. This lording it over God*s 
heritage will create such a disgust of man f s jurisdiction that a 
state of insubordination will result. The people are learning that 
men in high positions of authority cannot be trusted to mold and 
fashion other men 1 s minds and characters. The result will be a 
loss of conf idence even in the management of faithful men. But the 
Lord will raise up laborers who realize their own nothingness apart 
from him. 

* Let men be connected with God*s work who will represent his 
character. They may have much to learn in regard to business manr* 
agement; but if they pray to God as did Daniel, if with true contri- 
tion of mind they seek that wisdom which comes from above, the Lord 
will give them an understanding heart. Read carefully and prayer- 
fully the third chapter of James, especially verses 13-16. The 
whole chapter is an eye-opener, if men wish to open their eyes. 

The goodness, mercy, and love of God was proclaimed by Christ 
to Moses. This was God f s character. When men who profess to serve 
God, ignore his parental character, and depart from honor and right- 
eousness in dealing with their fellow men, Satan exults; for he has 
inspired them with his attributes. !Biey are following in the track 
of Romanism. Those who are enjoined to represent the attributes of 
the Lord's character, step from the Bible platform, and in their 
own human judgment devise rules and resolutions to force the will of 
others. But when men are forced to follow the prescriptions of other 
men, an order of things is instituted that overrides 'sympathy' and 
tender compassion, blinding the eyes of men to mercy, justice, and 
the love of God. Moral influence and personal responsibility are 
trodden under foot. 

The righteousness of Christ by faith has been ignored by some; 
for it is contrary to their spirit, and their whole life-experience. 
Rule, rule, has been their course of action; and Satan has had an 
opportunity to represent himself - through them. When one who professes 
to be a representative of Christ, engages in sharp dealing, and 
presses men into hard places, those who are thus oppressed with 
either break every fetter of restraint, or will be led to regard 
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God as a hard master. They cherish hard feelings against God, and 
their souls are alienated from him, just as Satan planned it should 
be. This- hard-heart edness of the part of men who claim to believe 
the truth, Satan charges to the influence of truth itself, and thus 
men become disgusted, and turn from the truth i For this reason ' 
no man should have a responsible connection with our institutions, 
who thinks it no important matter whether he have a heart of flesh 
or a heart of steel. Such men may think they are representing 
the justice of God, but they do not represent his tenderness, and' 
the great love wherewith he has loved us.. Their human inventions, 
originating with the specious devices of Satan, appear fair enough 
to the blinded' eyes of men, because they are inherent in their 
nature, A lie, believed and practised, bee canes truth to them* 
Thus the purpose of Satan, that men should reach' these conclusions 
through the working of their own inventive minds, is accomplished,, 



A COMMON SOURCE OF ERR0R o 

Men fall into error by starting with false premises, ajid then 
bringing everything to bear to. make the error true 0 In some cases 
the first principles have a measure of truth interwoven with the 
errors, but it does not lead to. any just action j and this is why men 
are misled. In order to reign and become a power, they employ 
Satan's methods to justify their own principles . They exalt them- 
selves as men of superior judgment, and profess to stand as re- 
presentatives of God. These are false gods. 

Sinful men can find hope and righteousness only in Godj and 
no human being is righteous any longer than he has faith in God, 
and maintains a vital connection with him, A flower 6f the field 
must have its root in the soil; it must have air, dew, showers, 
and sunshine. It will flourish only as it receives these advant- 
ages, and all are from God. So with men. We receive from God 
that which ministers to the life of the soul. We are warned not 
to trust in man, nor to make flesh our arm* A curse is pronounced 
upon all that do this. 

"Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man^ 
and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. 
For he shall be like the heat in the desert, and shall not see 
when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wil- 
derness, in a salt land and not inhabited. Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in the Lord, and whose 'hope the Lord is. For he shall be 
as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots 
by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf ' 
shall be green j and shall not be careful in the year of drought, 
neither shall cease from yielding fruit. The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and 'desperately wicked: who can know it? I the 
Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man ac- 
cording to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. . . 
. 0 Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be asham- 
ed, and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, ' be- 
cause they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living water. S 

Let no plans or methods be brought into any of our institutions 
that will place mind or talent under the control of human judgment; 
for this is not in God's order. God has given to man, talents of 
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influence which belong to him alone,- and no greater dishonor can be 
done to God than for one finite agent to purchase from men their 
God-given talent, 'or the product of such talent, to be absolutely 
under his control, even though the benefits of the same be used to 
the advantage of the cause. In such arrangements, one man*s mind 
is ruled by another man f s mind, and the human agent is separated 
from God, and exposed to temptations, Satan's methods tend to one 
end, —to make men the slaves of men© And when this is done, 
confusion and distrust, jealousies and evil surmisings, are the re- 
sult . Such a course destroys man ! s faith in God, and in the prin- 
ciples which are to control his work, to purge from guilt and from 

every species of selfishness and hypocrisy* 

» * «* 

The Lord of heaven, who made our world, and who created man, 
guards the interests of every soul* To every man he has given his 
work* : We are laborers together with God* There are diversities of 
gifts, and every man should appreciate the moral and spiritual 
capital which God has entrusted to him. No one should treat these 
entrusted talents with indifference* No one is accountable for the 
talents he has never had; none should complain of the smallness of 
their gifts* Every one is to trade on that which God has entrusted 
to him, working where he can, doing the best possible service for 
the Master. Our talent, well used, will gain other talents, and 
these still others* The man with a few pence can serve God faith- 
fully with his pence. If he does this, he is judged as faithful in 
the sight of God as the one who has improved pounds. 

All are to realize their individual responsibility to employ 
their talents to the glory of God according to their ability* Let 
no man or council of men assume the t responsibility of making as 
little as possible of these talents, according to their human esti- 
mate of God*s entrusted qualifications. No man is to weigh in the 
balances of human judgment the talents God has given to other men. 
Let every man appreciate God's gifts to him, and faithfully trade 
upon them* No man is to merge his individuality into that of any 
other man. No man should be urged to make another man his steward. 
There are diversities of gifts, and a large work to be done in our 
world in the use of God's entrusted goods. Let us never forget 
that we are here to be fashioned by the hand of God, fitted to do 
the work he has given us to do* That work is our own, the account- 
ability is our ownj it cannot be transferred to another* Let not 
human agents interpose to take another's work out of the hands of 
God into their own finite hands. 



PRINCIPLES UNDERLYING OUR STEWARDSHIP. 

I have borne abundant testimony, setting forth the fact that 
the ability to write a book, is, like every other talent, a gift 
from God, for which the possessor is accountable to him. This 
talent no man can buy or sell without incurring great and dangerous 
responsibility. Those who labor to bring about changes in the 
publication of books, to place the books wholly under the control of 
the publishing houses or the Conference, know not what they are 
talking about* Their eyes are blinded, and they work from a wrong 
standpoint. Selfishness is a root of bitterness whereby many are 
defiled. 

-18> 
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The efforts that have been made to turn all the profits derived 
from the talents of writers, into the hands of the Conference or 
the publishing house, will not prove a success; for - the plan is 
not just and equal. From the light given roe by God, the' efforts 
made in this direction by those at the heart of the work, are not 
heavenf-inspiredt It' is a very narrow, conceited arrangement, de- 
vised by human minds, and it does not bear the marks of God, 
Every man's special work is appointed him of God, and he is indivi- 
dually responsible to God. When men connected with the publishing 
business make decisions and transact business as they have done and 
propose to do at Battle Creek, they give evidence that changes should 
be made as soon as possible; for God is not in any such plan* 

Those who write books are not to be left under the control of 
men who have no experimental knowledge of authorship. These men 
have a high appreciation of their own ability, but they have shown 
how little they appreciate the human agent, to whom God has given 
a certain work to do. They belittle men to whom God has given ta- 
lents to use to his glory. He never designed that any man should 
sell his stewardship, as if he were not capable of managing the 
talents given him. "The ideas which prevail, that, in order to give 
to the cause of God, a writer must place all the profits of his 
work, beyond a mere pittance, where other men shall control it for 
him, or invest as shall suit their ideas, are an error. 

Long age, when such ideas were first advanced, they should have 
been treated as they deserved. Men took into their own hands res- 
ponsibilities which they were not capable of treating justly or 
managing successfu3JLy. They have given evidence of this in the past 
in the fact that they would resort to unfair means, in order to 
wring from men God's entrusted talents for their own appropriation. 
But the very persons whom God has entrusted with his goods, are 
held responsible to trade upon them, and thus develop talent. 

Every soul who has become the servant of God through the grace 
of Jesus Christ, has 'his own peculiar sphere of labor. He is not 
to be bought or sold, but he is to understand that rk ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your 
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot: who verily was foreordained before the foundation of 
the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, who by 
him do believe in God, that raised him from the dead, and gave him 
glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto un- 
feigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a 
pure heart fervently." Who have greater need to be doers of this 
inspired injunction than have those who are living at the very 
close of this earth's history? 

It is not our property that is entrusted to us for invest- 
ment. If it had been, we might claim discretionary power; we might 
shift the responsibility upon others, and leave our stewardship 
with others.' But this cannot be, because the Lord is testing us 
individually. If we act wisely in trading upon our Lord's goods 
and multiplying the talents given us, we shall invest this gain 
for the Master, praying for wisdom that we may be divested of all 
selfishness and laboring most earnestly to advance the precious 
truth in our world. 
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INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY. 



Some men or councils may say, That is just what we wish you to 
do. The Conference Coramitee will take your capital, and will appro- 
priate it for this very object. But the Lord has made us indivi- 
dually his stewards. We each hold a solemn responsibility to in- 
vest this means, ourselves. A portion it is right to place in the 
treasury to advance the general interests of the work; but the ste- 
ward of means will not be guiltless before God, unless, so far as 
he is able to do this, he shall use that means as circumstances 
shall reveal the necessity. We should be ready to help the suffer- 
ing, and to set in operation plans to advance the truth in various 
ways. It is not in the province of the Conference or any other op- 
eration plans to advance the truth in various ways. It is not in 
the province of the Conference or any other organization to relieve 
us of this stewardship. If you lack wisdom, go to God; ask him for 
yourself, and then work with an eye single to his glory. 

By exercising your judgment, by giving where you see there is 
need in any line of the work, you are putting out your money to the 
exchangers. If you see in any locality that the truth is gaining 
a foothold, and there is no place of worship, then do something to 
meet the necessity. By your own action encourage others to act, in 
building a humble house for the worship of God. Have an interest 
in the work in all parts of the field. 

While it is not your own property that you are handling, yet 
you are made responsible for its wise investment, for its use or 
abuse. God does not lay upon you the burden of asking the Conference 
or any council of men whether you shall use your means as you see 
fit to advance the work of God in destitute towns and cities, and 
impoverished localities. If the right plan had been followed, so 
much means would not have been used in some localities, and so little 
in other places where the banner of truth has not been raised. 
We are not to merge our individuality of judgment into any institu- 
tion in our world. We are to look to God for wisdom, as did Daniel. 

Age after age Jesus has been delivering his goods' to his church. 
At the time of the first advent of Christ to our world, the men who 
composed the Sanhedrin exercised their authority in controlling 
men according to their will. If men ! s wills were always submerged 
into God's will, this would be safe; but when men are separated 
from God, and their own wisdom is made a controlling power, the 
souls for whom Christ has given his life to free from the bondage 
of Satan, are brought under bondage to him in another form. 

Do we individually realize our true position, that as God f s 
hired servants we are not to bargain away our stewardship; but that 
before the heavenly universe we are to administer the truth conn 
mitted to us by God? Our own hearts are to be sanctified, our hands 
are to have something to impart as occasion demands, of the income 
that God entrusts to us. The humblest of us have been entrusted 
with talents, and made agents for God, using our gifts for his 
name's glory. It is the duty of every one to realize his own res- 
ponsibility, and to see that his talents are turned to advantage 
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as a gift that he must return, having done his best to improve it ♦ 
He who improves his talents to the best of his ability, may pre- 
sent his offering to God as a consecrated gift that will be as 
fragrant incense before him, a savor of life unto life. 



THE SAVIOURtS INTERVIEW WITH NICODEMUS. 

The change which must come to the natural, inherited, and 
cultivated tendencies of the human heart, is that change of which 
Jesus spoke when he said to Nicodemus, "Except a man be bom again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God*" Nicodemus was a man in high 
position of trust, a man who was looked up to as one educated in 
Jewish customs, a man whose mind was stored with wisdom* He was 
indeed in possession of talents of no ordinary character. He had 
heard the teaching of Jesus, and his mind had been aroused by the 
wonderful works* He desired to hear more, but he would not go to 
Jesus by day; he was not prepared to meet the jealousy of the scribes 
and Pharisees; and it would be too humiliating for a ruler of the 
Jews to acknowledge himself in sympathy with the despised Nazarene. 
He sought him at night, thinking, I will ascertain for myself the 
mission and claims of this teacher, and see whether he is indeed 
the Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Israel* n Rabbi," 
he said to Jesus, "we know that thou art a teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these riracles that thou doest, except God be with 
him*" 

Jesus answered and said unto him, "Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." He virtually said to Nicodemus, It is not controversy that 
will help your case. Arguments will not bring light to your soul, 
lou must have a new heart, or you cannot discern the kingdom of 
heaven. It is not greater evidence that will bring you into a 
right position, but new purposes, new springs of action. You must 
be born again. Until this change takes place, until all things 
are made new, the strongest evidence that could be presented would 
be useless* The want is in your own heart; everything must be 
changed or you cannot see the kingdom of God* 

To Nicodemus this was a very humiliating statement, and with a 
fjseling of irritation he took up the words of Ghrist, saying, "How 
can a man be bom when he is old?" He was not spiritually minded 
enough to discern the meaning of the words of Christ* But the 
Saviour did not meet argument with argument. Raising his hand in 
solemn, quiet dignity, he pressed home the truth with greater as- 
surance: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is bom of the flesh is flesh; and that which is bom 
of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be bom again* The wind bloweth where it Hsteth, and' thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: sc is every one that is bom of the Spirit." 

Some gleams of truth were penetrating the ruler 1 s mind. Christ's 
words filled him with awe, and led to the inquiry,' "How can these 
things be?" Hth deep earnestness, Jesus answered, "Art thou a 
master of Israel, and knowest not th ese things?" Surely one entrust- 
ed with the religious interests of the people, should not be ignor- 
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ant of truth so important for them to understand as the condition 
of entrance into the kingdom of heaven . ; Christ * s words conveyed 
the lesson, that instead of feeling irritated over the plain words 
of truth, and indulging in irony, Nicodemus should have a far more 
humble opinion of himself, because of his spiritual ignorance* Yet 
the words of Christ were spoken with such solemn dignity, and both 
look and tone expressed such earnest love, that Nicodemus was not 
offended as he realized his humiliating position, "Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee," continued Jesus, "we speak that we do know, and 
testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness* If I 
have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye be- 
lieve, if I tell you of heavenly things?" 

T present this lesson to Nicodemus as highly applicable to ' 
those who tcday are in responsible positions as rulers in Israel, 
and whose voices are often heard in council, giving evidence of 
the spirit that Nicodemus possessed* The words of' Christ are 
spoken just as verily to presidents of conferences, elders of 
churches, and those occupying responsible positions in our churches, 
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God 0 n WiU the lesson given to the 
chief ruler have the same influence on their hearts and lives as 
it had on his? 

Nicodemus was converted as the result of this interview* In 
that night conference with Jesus, the convicted man stood before 
the Saviour under the softening, subduing influence of the truth 
which was shining into the chambers of his mind, and impressing 
his heart. Jesus said to him, "If I have told you earthly things, 
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly 
things?" And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even the Son of Man which is in heaven," Jesus 
not only told Nicodemus that he must have a new heart in order to 
see the kingdom of heaven, but he told him how to obtain this new 
heart. He read the inquiring mind of the seeker after truth, and 
presented before him the representation of himself: "As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." Good news! good news I let it ring 
throughout the world I 

Nicodemus caught the meaning of Christ 1 s words. He received 
his lesson, and became a true believer. He searched the Scriptures 
in a different wayj he could say, "Old things are passed awayj be- 
hold, all things are become new." He did begin to see the kingdom 
of ^heaven, because he submitted himself to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. His voice was heard in the Sanhedrin council, opposing the 
measures for compassing the death of Christ. "Doth our law judge 
any man, before it hear him?" he asked. The scornful answer was re- 
turned, "Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of 
Galilee ariseth no prophet." 

The lesson given' to Nicodemus is of the greatest importance to 
every soul that lives, for the terms of salvation are here laid out 
in distinct lines; if one had no other text in the Bible, this alone 
would be a guide to the soul. Especially to every man who accepts 
responsibilities as a counselor, every one who is dealing with human 
minds, is this grand, beautiful truth to be a bright and shining light. 
It is no credit to the one who has the word of God in his possession 
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to say, "I have no experience, I do not understand these things. M 
He never will be wiser until he becomes of much less consequence in 
his own estimation, and diligently searches the Word to obtain know- 
ledge* 

The change of heart represented by the new birth, can be 
brought about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit* If 
it molds and fashions your heart daily, you will have divine in- 
sight to perceive the character of the kingdom of God. But pride 
and self-love have resisted the Spirit of God* Every natural in- 
clination of the soul opposes the change from self-importance and 
pride to the meekness and lowliness of Christ* It is only through 
receiving divine light only through the co-operation of heavenly 
intelligences that we can discern the spiritual character of the 
kingdom of God* Only thus can we have a lively sense of the duties 
due to all with whom we are brought in contact* 

We are under contract to God, in his divine service, to work 
as Christ worked, not in accordance with natural inclinations, but 
in accordance with the Spirit of God* But man has woven into the 
work of God, his own defects of character, devices that are human 
and earthly, delusions, ensnaring to himself and to all who accept 
them. He must make it his first duty to understand the work of 
God in the regeneration of the soul. He must leam this lesson as 
a little child. This cl>?nge should take place in every man before 
he accepts a position as leader or ruler in connection with the 
work of God. If he has not a vital connection with God, his own 
spirit and sentiments will prevail, and he will offer strange fire 
in the place of the sacred. 

Consider the incident which Christ presented before Nicodemus 
in referring to the uplifted serpent. The Lord Jesus had protected 
the children of Israel from the venomous serpents in the wilder- 
ness, but this part of their history they did not know. Angels 
from heaven had accompanied them, and in the pillar of cloud by day 
and the pillar of fire by night, Christ had been their protection 
through all their journeyings. But they became selfish and discon- 
tented, and in order that they might not forget his great care 
over them, the Lord Jesus gave them a bitter lesson. He permitted 
them to be bitten by the fiery serpents, but in his great mercy he 
did not leave them to perish. 'Moses was bidden to make and lift 
the brazen serpent on the pole, and make the proclamation that 
whosoever should look upon it should live. And all who looked did 
live. They recovered health at once. Suppose ye that this life- 
giving message, the invitation to look upon the representation of 
Christ, was given in whispered tones? Suppose ye that there were 
meetings for discussion as to how the symbol of the brazen serpent 
could have any efficacy? Some hesitated, desiring a scientific 
explanation, but no light was given. They must accept the words 
given by Christ to Moses. It was proclaimed with the trumpet, and 
by the leading men of every tribe throughout the encampment. The 
word obeyed, would bring life and healing* 

What a strange symbol of Christ was that likeness of the ser- 
pent which stung theml This symbol was lifted on a pole, and titiey 
were to look to it, and be healed. So Jesus was made in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh. He came as the sin-bearer. Under the sym- 
bol of the uplifted serpent, he was presented before the vast con- 
gregation of those who were entrusted with sacred truth. It was 
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God *s purpose that when Christ should appear in person, men might 
recognize his mission, and co-operate with him in the saving of 
humanity. He was crucified at one of the yearly gatherings of the 
Jews, when representatives from all nations were present at Jeru- 
salem. The knowledge of the crael work done to Jesus was to' go 
to the remotest regions of the inhabited world. The message, Look 
and live, was given in the most decided manner. 

The same healing, life-giving message is now sounding. It 
means hope, courage, faith, pardon, and life. It points to the 
Saviour, uplifted on the shameful tree. Those who have been bitten 
by the old serpent, the devil, are bidden to look and live. 

Through the Saviour 1 s lesson, Nicodemus was brought to see that 
the ignorant and unbelieving are not to be enlightened by contro- 
versy and discussion. They must look and live. Nicodemus hoped 
that his people would let Christ speak to them as he had spoken to 
him; then they would no longer remain in unbelief. 0 that to-day 
men would hear the voice of Jesus, "Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God" I The explanation of the plan of sal- 
vation may to-day be presented to men who act as rulers and counse- 
lors, and yet, having ^yes, they see not, and having ears, they 
hear notj they have no experimental knowledge of what it means to * 
cease from sin? what it means to have the righteousness of Christ, 
to bear the divine similitude? 

Look only to Jesus as your righteousness and your sacrifice. 
As you are justified by faith, the deadly sting of the serpent wiU 
be healed. Then there will be no more of self; you will have peace 
with God through Jesus Christ. Open the door of your hearts, and 
let Jesus in. Some of you have become hard-hearted j you have re- 
sisted evidence, and have despised the messages of warning, of ' 
light and truth, which the Lord has sent you by the Holy Spirit, be- 
cause he loves you and is loath to give you up. As a look to the 
brazen serpent brought life to the dying, so the look of faith to 
the Lamb of God will bring life to the soul dead in trespasses and 
sins. Above all others, the men in responsible positions need the 
converting power of God daily; They need to sanctify themselves,' 
that others may be sanctified. If they would co-operate with God, 
looking to Christ every moment, believing in him as it is their 
privilege to do, their eyes would be opened, and their hearts would 
be made new. 

"God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoeveth believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. n 0 who can measure such love as this? It is not 
that God lcved us because Christ died for us; but while we were 
yet sinners, rebels against his law, he gave Jesus to bear our sins, 
that pardon may come to all who believe on him. The only hope of 
the world was for One who knew no sin, One equal with God, to come 
to our earth, and live the law, testifying that in his humanity, 
he could keep the law, and that sinners might become partakers of 
the divine nature, and thus be obedient children of God. This is 
the great work that God has done for the fallen race. He is not 
willing that any shall perish, but that whosoever will, may come to 
him through Christ, and live. 

MRS. E. G. WHITE. 
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OUR minds have been much exercised day and night in regard 
to our schools. How shall they be conducted? And what shall be 
the education and training of the youth? Where shall our Australa- 
sian Bible School be located? I was awakened this morning at one 
o , clock with a heavy burden upon soul* The subject of educa- 
tion has been presented before me in different lines, in varied 
aspects, by many illustrations, and with direct specification, 
now upon one point, and again upon another. I feel, indeed, that 
we have ranch to learn. We are ignorant in regard to many things » 

In writing and speaking upon the life of John the Baptist and 
the life of Christ, I have tried to present that which has been 
presented to me in regard to the education of our youth. Vfe are 
under obligation to God to study this subject candidly; for it is 
worthy of elose, critical examination upon every side. Of John 
the Baptist, Christ declared, "Of them that are born of women there 
hath not risen a greater. w That prophet was led by the Spirit of 
God into the wilderness, away from the contaminating influences 
of the city, to obtain an education that would qualify him to re* 
ceive instruction from God rather than from any of the learned 
scribes. He was not to connect himself with the rabbis; the less 
he became acquainted with their teachings, their maxims and tra- ' 
ditions, the more easily could the Lord inpress his mind and heart, 
and give him the pure mould of truth that was to be given to the 
people to prepare the way of the Lord. The teachings of the scribes 
and Pharisees were of a character to turn the people away from the 
unadulterated truth that was to be presented by the great Teacher 
when he should enter upon his mission. The only hope of the peo- 
ple was to open their hearts and minds to the light sent from hea- 
ven by his prophet, the forerunner of Christ. 

These lessons are for us. Those who claim to know the truth 
and understand the great work to be done' for this time, are to - 
consecrate themselves to God, soul, body, and spirit. In heart, in 
dress, in language, in every respect, they are to be separate from 
the fashions and practices of the world. They are to be a peculiar 
and holy people. It is not their dress that makes them peculiar, 
but because they are a peculiar and holy people, th^y cannot carry 
the marks of likeness to the world. 

As a people we are to prepare the way of the Lord. Every iota 
of ability God has given us mast be put to use in preparing the peo- 
ple after after God»s fashion, after his spiritual mould, to stand 
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in this great day of God s s preparation; and the serious question may- 
be awakened in world-loving hearts, "Vilhat is eternity to us? How 
will my case stand in the investigative judgment? What will be my 
lot and place?" Many who suppose they are going to heaven are 
blindfolded by the world* Their ideas of what constitutes a reli- 
gious education and religious discipline are vague, resting only 
upon probabilities; there are many who have no intelligent hope, 
and are running great risk in practicing* the very things which 
Jesus has taught that they should not do, in eating, drinking, and 
dressing, binding themselves up with the world in a variety of 
ways. They have yet to learn the serious lessons so essential to 
growth in spirituality, to come out from the world and be separate. 
The heart is divided, the carnal mind craves conformity, similarity 
to the world in so many ways that the mark of distinction from the 
world is scarcely distinguishable. Money, God»s money, is expended 
in order to make an appearance after the world's customs; the re- 
ligious experience is' contaminated with worldliness, and the evi- 
dence of discipleship,— Christ's likeness in self-denial and cross- 
bearing— is not discernible by the world or by the universe of 
. heaven. 

In this country, Satan has in a most striking manner enthroned 
himself to control the leading men in the government of the nation. 
The education which they have received from childhood is erron- 
eous. Many things are regarded as essential which have a most 
injurious effect upon the people. The many holidays have had a 
baleful influence upon the minds of the youth; their effect is de- 
moralizing to the government, and they are entirely contrary to the 
wiU of God. They have a tendency to encourage an artificial ex- 
citement, a desire for amusement. The people are led to squander 
precious time which should be employed in useful labor to sustain 
their families honestly and keep clear of debt. The passion for 
amusements and the squandering of money in horse-racing, in betting^ 
and various similar lines, is increasing the poverty of the country, 
and deepening the misery that is the sure result of this kind of 
education. 

Never can the proper education be given to the youth in this 
country or in any other country unless they are separated a wide 
distance from the cities. The customs and practices in the cities 
unfit the minds of the youth for the entrance of truth. The li- 
quor drinkingi the smoking and gambling, the horse-racing, the 
theater going, the great importance placed upon holidays, —all 
are a species of idolatry, a sacrifice upon idol altars. If peo- 
ple conscientiously attend to their lawful business upon' the holi- 
days, they are regarded as mean spirited and unpatriotic. The Lord 
cannot be served in this way. Those who multiply the days for 
pleasure and amusement are really giving patronage to liquor-sell- 
ers, and are taking from the poor the very- means that should pur- 
chase food and clothing for their children, the very means that 
used economically, would soon provide a dwelling place for their 
families. These evils we can only touch upon. 

It is not the correct plan to locate school buildings where 
the students will have constantly before their eyes the erroneous 
practices that have molded their education during their lifetime, 
beit longer or shorter. Those holidays, with all their train of 
evil, result in twenty fold more misery than good. In a large 
degree the observance of these days is really compulsory. Even per- 
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sons who have been truly converted find it difficult to break away 
from these customs and practices. Should schools be located in the 
cities or within a few miles from them, it would be most difficult 
to counteract the influence of the former education which students 
have received in regard to these holidays and the practices connect- 
ed with them, such as horse-racing, betting, and the offering of 
prizes. The very atmosphere of these cities is full of poisonous 
malaria. The freedom of individual action is not respected; a 
man»s time is not regarded as really his own; he is expected to do* 
as others do. Should our school be located in one of these cities, 
or within a few miles of it, there would be a counter-working in- 
fluence constantly in active exercise to be met and overcome*' The 
devotion to amusements and the observance of so many holidays, give 
a large business to the courts, to officers and judges, and increase 
the poverty and squalor that need no increasing. 

All this is a false education, life shall find' it necessary to 
establish our schools out and away from the cities > and yet not 
so far away that they cannot be in touch with them, to do thr*m good, 
to let light shine amid the moral darkness. Students need to be 
placed under the most favorable circumstances to counteract very 
much of the education they have received. 

Entire families are in need of thorough transformation in their 
habits and ideas before they can be true representatives of Jesus 
Christ. And to a great extent, children who are to receive an 
education in our schools, will make far more advancement if separ- 
ated from the family circle where they have received an erroneous 
education. It may be necessary for some families to locate where 
they can board their children and save expense, but in many cases 
it would prove a hindrance rather than a blessing to their children. 
The people of this country have so little appreciation of the im- 
portance of industrious habits that the children are not educated 
to do real, earnest work. This must be a part of the education 
given to the youth, 

God gave Adam and Eve employment. Eden was the school for our 
first parents, and God was their instructor. They learned how to * 
till the soil and to care for the things which the Lord had planted. 
They did not regard labor as degrading, but as a great blessing. 
Industry was a pleasure to Adam and Eve. The fall of Adam changed 
the order of things; the earth was cursed; but the decree that man 
should earn his bread by the sweat of his brow, was not given as a 
curse. Through faith and hope, labor was to be a blessing to the 
descendants of Adam and Eve. God never meant that man should have 
nothing to do. But the more and deeper the curse of sin, the more 
the order of God is changed. The burden of toil rests heavily upon 
many who are in possession of God's money, and all because of the 
false idea that money increases the moral worth of men. Labor is to 
human beings what they make it. To delve in constant toil, * seeking 
momentary relief in liquor drinking and exciting amusements, will 
make men little better than the brutes. 

Vfe need schools in this country to educate children and youth 
that they may be masters of labor, and not slaves of labor. Ignor- 
ance and idleness will not elevate one member of the human family. 
Ignorance will not lighten the lot of the hard toiler. Let the ' 
worker see what advantage he may gain in the humblest occupation, by 
using the ability God has given him as an endowment. Thus he can be- 
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come an educator, teaching others the art of doing work intelli- 
gently. He may understand what it means to love God with the 
heart, the soul, the mind, and the strength. • The physical powers 
are to be brought into service from love to God. The Lord wants 
the physical strength, and you can reveal your love for him by the 
right use of your physical powers, doing the very work which needs 
to be done. There is no respect of persons with God 0 

When the tabernacle was built in the wilderness for the ser- 
vice of God, the work was done under divine direction, God was 
the designer, the workmen were educated by him, and they put heart 
and soul and strength into the work. There was hard' labor to be 
done, and the sturdy mechanic taxed muscle and sinew, manifesting 
his love to God in the toil for his honor, 

' There is in the world a great deal of hard, taxing work to be 
done, and he who labors 'without exercising the God-given powers of ' 
mind and heart and soul, he who employs the physical strength alone, 
makes the work a wearisome tax and burden. There are men with 
mind, heart, and soul who regard work as a drudgery, and settle down 
to it with self-complacent ignorance, delving without thought, with- 
out taxing the mental capabilities in order to do the work better. 

There is science in the humblest kind of work, ana if all 
would thus regard it, they would see nobility in labor. Heart and 
soul are to be put into work of any kindj then there is cheerful- 
ness and efficiency. In agricultural or mechanical occupations 
men may give evidence to God that they appreciate his gift in the ' 
evidence to God that they appreciate his gift in the physical powers, 
and the mental faculties as well. Let the educated ability be em- 
ployed in devising improved method of work. This is just what the 
Lord wants. There is honor in any class of work that is essential 
to be done. Let the law of God be made the standard of action, and 
it ennobles and sanctifies all labCr. Faithfulness in the discharge 
of every duty makes the work noble, and reveals a character that 
God can approve. 

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength." 
God desires the love that is expressed in heart service, in soul 
service, in the service of the physical powers. We are not to be 
dwarfed in any kind of service for God. Whatever he has lent us is 
to be used intelligently for him. The man who exercises his facul- 
ties will surely strengthen themj but he must seek to do his best. 
There is need of intelligence and educated ability to devise the 
best methods in farming, in building, " and in every other department 
that the worker may not labor in vain. 

It is not a virtue for men or women to excuse slow bungling at 
work of any character. The slow habits must be overcome. The man 
who is slow, and does his work at disadvantage, is an unprofitable ' 
workman. His slowness. is a defect that needs to be seen and cor- 
rectea. He needs to exercise his intellect in planning how to use 
his tajiie so as to secure the best results. When one is forever at 
work arri the work is never done, it is because mind and heart are 
not put into the work. It takes some persons ten hours to do that 
which another accomplishes readily in five. Such workmen do not 
bring tact and method into their labor. There is something to be 
learned every day as to how to improve in the manner of labor so as 
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to get through the work, and have time for something else. It is 
the duty of every worker not merely to give his strength but his 
mind and intellect to that which he undertakes to do. Some who 
are engaged in domestic labor' are always at work; it is not be- 
cause they have so ouch to do, but they do not plan in such a way 
as to have time. They should give themselves a' certain time to 
accomplish their task, and make every move tell. Dullness and 
ignorance are no virtue. You can choose to become stereotyped in 
a wrong course of action because you have not the determination to 
take yourselves in hand and to reform, or you may cultivate your 
powers to do the very best kind of service, and then you will find 
yourselves in demand anywhere and everywhere. You will be apprec- 
iated for all that you are worth, "Whatsoever thine hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might;" "Not slothful in business; fervent 
in spirit; serving the Lord," 

Australia needs the leaven of sound, solid, conmon sense to be 
freely introduced into all her cities and towns. There is need of 
proper education. Schools should be established for the purpose 
of obtaining not only knowledge from books, but knowledge of prac- 
tical industry. Men are needed in different communities to show 
the people how riches are to be obtained from the soil. The culti- 
vation of land will bring its return. 

Through the observance of holidays the people both of the 
world and of the churches have been educated to believe that these 
lazy days are essential to health' and happiness; but the results 
reveal that they are full of evil, which is ruining the country. 
The youth generally are not educated to diligent habits. Cities 
and even country towns are becoming like Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
like the world in the days of Noah. The training of the youth in 
those days was after the same order as children are being educated' 
and trained in this age, to love excitement, to glorify themselves, 
to follow the imagination of their own evil hearts. Now as then, 
depravity, cruelty, violence, and crime are the result. 

All these things have lessons for us. Pew now are really in- 
dustrious and economical. Poverty and distress are on every hand. 
There are men who work hard, and obtain very little for their labor. 
There is need of much more extensive Icnowledge in regard to the pre- 
paration of the soil. There is not sufficient breadth of view as 
to what can be realized from the earth. A narrow and unvarying 
routine is followed with discouraging results. The land boom has 
cursed this country, extravagant prices have been paid for lands 
bought on credit; then the land must be clearedi and more money is 
hired; a house to be built calls for more money, and then interest 
with open mouth swallows up all the profits; Debts accumulate, and 
then come the closing and failures of banks, and then the foreclo- 
sure of mortgages. Thousands have been turned out of employment, 
families lose their little all; they borrow and borrow, and then 
have to give up their property and come out penniless. Much money 
and hard labor have been put into farms bought on credit, or in- 
herited with an incumbrance. The occupants lived in hope of becom- 
ing real owners, and it might have been so, but for the failure of 
banks throughout the country. 

Now the case where a man owns his place clear is a happy ex- 
ception to the rule. Merchants are failing, families are suffering 
for food and clothing. No work presents itself. But the holidays 
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are. just as numerous} 'their amusements are entered into as eager- 
ly* All who can do so, will spend their hard-earned pence and shil- 
lings and pounds for a taste of pleasure, for strong drink or some * 
other indulgence. The papers that report the poverty of the people, 
have regular standing notices of the horse races, of the prizes pre- 
sented for different kinds of exciting sports. - The shows, the 
theaters, and all such demoralising araus ements, are taking the money 
from the country, and poverty is continually ' increasing. Poor men 
will invest their last shilling in a lottery, hoping to secure a 
prise, and then they have to beg for food to sustain life, or go 
hungry* Many die of hunger, and many put an end to their existence. 
The end is not yet* Men take you to their orchards of oranges and 
lemons and other fruits, and tell you that the produce does not 
pay for the work done in them. It is next to in^ossible to make 
ends meet, and parents decide that the children shall not be farmers j 
they have not the courage and hope to educate them to till the soil* 

1'ihat is needed is schools to educate and train the youth so 
that they will know how to overcome this condition of things* There 
must be education in the sciences, and education in plans and 
methods of working the soil* There is hope in the soil, but brain 
and heart and strength must be brought into the work of tilling it. 
The money devoted to horse-racing, theater-going, gambling, and 
lotteries, the money spent in the public houses for beer and strong 
drink, let it be expended in making the land productive, and we 
shall see a different state of things* 

This country needs educated' farmers. The Lord gives the showers 
of rain and the blessed sunshine. He gives to raen all their powers; 
let them devote heart and mind and strength to doing his will, in 
obedience to his conmandments. Let them cut off every pernicious 
habit, never expending a penny for beer or liquor of any kind, nor 
for tobacco, having nothing to do with horse-racing or similar 
sports, and then conmit themselves to God, working with the endows 
ment of physical strength, and their labor will not be' in vain* 
That God who has made the world for the benefit of man, will pro- 
vide means from the earth to sustain the diligent worker. The seed 
placed in thoroughly prepared soil, will produce its harvest* God 
can spread a table for his people in the wilderness. 

The various trades and occupations have to be learned, and 
they call into exercise a great variety of mental and physical capa- 
bilities; 'the occupations requiring sedentary habits are the most 
dangerous, for they take men away from the open air and the sunshine, 
and train one set of faculties, while other Organs are becorandiig 
weak from inaction* Men carry on their work, perfect their busi- 
ness, and soon lie down in the grave. Much more favorable is the 
condition of one whose occupation keeps him in the open air, exer- 
cising his muscles, while the brain is equally taxed, and all the 
organs have the privilege of doing their work* To those who . can 
live outside of the cities, and labor in the open air, beholding 
the works of the great Master Artist, nevr scenes are continually 
unfolding. As they make the book of nature their study, a soften- 
ing, subduing influence comes over them, for they realise that God's 
care is over all, from the glorious sun in the heavens to the lit* 
tie brown sparrow or the tiniest insect that has life. The Majesty 
of heaven has pointed us to these things of God* s creation as an evi- 
dence of his love. He who fashioned the flowers has said: "Behold 
the j lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do 
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they spin; and yet I say unto you that even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore if God so 
clothe the grass of the field, which today is, not to-morrow is 
cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, 0 ye of 
little faith?" The Lord is our teacher, and under' his instruction 
we may learn the most precious lessons from nature. 

The world is under the curse of sin, and yet even in its decay 
it is very beautiful. If it were not defiled by the wicked, cor- 
rupt deeds of the men who tread the soil, we could, with the bless- 
ing of- God, enjoy our world as it is. But' ignorance, pleasure 
loving, and sinful habits, corrupting soul, body, and spirit, make 
the world full of moral leprosy; a deadly moral malaria is destroy- 
ing thousands and tens of thousands. What shall be done to save 
our youth? We can do little, but God lives and reigns, and he can 
do much. The youth are our hope for missionary labor. 

Schools should be established where there is as much as possible 
to be found in nature to delight the senses and give 'variety to 
the scenery.' While we shun the false' and artificial, discarding 
horse-racing, card-playing, lotteries, prize-fights, liquor-drink- 
ing, and tobacco-using, we must supply sources of pleasure that are 
pure and noble and elevating; We should choose a location for our 
school apart from the cities; where the eye will not rest continual- 
ly upon the dwellings of men, but upon the works of God; vihere there 
shall be places of interest for them to visit, other than what the 
city affords.' Let our students be placed where nature can speak 
to the senses, and in her voice they may hear the voice' of God. 
Let them be where they can look upon his wondrous works, and through 
nature behold her Creator. 

The youth in this country require more earnest spiritual labor 
than in any other country we have yet visited. Temptations are 
strong and numerous; the many holidays and the habits of idleness 
are most unfavorable for the young. Satan makes the idle man, a 
partaker and co-worker in his schemes, and the Lord Jesus does not 
abide in the heart by faith. The children and youth are not edu- 
cated to realize that their influence is a power for good or for 
evil. It should ever be kept before them how much they can accom- 
plish; they should be encouraged to reach the highest standard of 
rectitude. But from their youth up they have been educated to the 
popular idea that the appointed holidays must be treated with res- 
pect and be observed. From the light that the Lord has given me, 
these days have no more influence for good than would the worship 
of heathen deities; for this is really nothing less. These days 
are Satan* s special harvest seasons. The money drawn from men and 
women is expended for that which is not bread. The youth are edu- 
cated to love those things which are demoralizing, things which the 
word of God condemns. The influence is evil and only evil contin- 
ually. 

Manual occupation for the youth is essential. The mind' is not 
to be constantly taxed to the neglect of the physical powers. The ' 
ignorance of physiology, and a neglect to observe the laws of health, 
have brought many to the grave who might have lived to labor and 
study intelligently. The proper exercise of mind and body will deve- 
lop and strengthen all the powers. Both mind and body" will be pre- 
served, and will be capable of doing a variety of work. Ministers 
and teachers need to learn in regard to these things, and they need 
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to practice as well. The proper use of their physical,, strength as 
well as of the mental powers' will equalize . the circulation . of the 
blood, and keep every organ of'the living machinery in running 
order. Minds are often abused, they are goaded on to madness by 
perusing one line of thought; the excessive employment of the 
•brain power and the neglect of the physical organs create a dis- 
eased condition of things in the system. Every faculty of the 
mind may be exercised with comparative safety if the physical po- 
wers are equally taxed, and the subject of thought varied. We 
need a change of employment, and nature is a living, healthful 
teacher. 

When students enter the school to obtain an education, the 
instructors should endeavor to surround them with objects of the 
most pleasing, interesting character, that the mind may not be 
confined to the dead study of books. The school should not be in 
or near a city, where its extravagance, its wicked pleasures, its 
wicked customs and practices will require constant work to counter- 
act the prevailing iniquity, that it may not poison the very at- 
mosphere which the students breathe. All schools should be 
located, so far as possible, where, instead of clusters of houses, 
the eye will rest upon the things of nature. The ever-shifting 
scenery will gratify the taste, and control the imagination. Here 
is a living teacher, instructing constantly. 

I have been troubled over many things in regard to our school; 
in their work the young men are associated with the young women, 
and are doing the work which belongs to women. This is nearly all 
that can be found for them to do as they are now situated, but from 
the light given me, this is not the kind of education that the 
young men need. It does not give them the knowledge they need to 
take with them to their homes. There should be a different kind 
of labor opened before them, that would give opportunity to keep 
the physical powers taxed equally with the mental. There should 
be land for cultivation. The time is not far distant when the 
laws against Sunday labor will be more stringent, and an effort 
should be made to secure grounds away from the cities, where 
fruits and vegetables can be raised. Agriculture will open re- 
sources for self-support, and various other trades also could be 
learned. This real earnest work calls for strength of intellect 
as well as of muscle. Method and tact are required even to raise 
fruits and vegetables successfully. And habits of industry will 
be found an important aid to the youth in resisting temptation. 

Here is opened a field to give vent to their pent-up energies, 
that, if not expended in useful employment, will be a continual 
source of trial to themselves and to their teachers. Many kinds of 
labor adapted to different persons may be devised. But the work- 
ings of the land will'"be a special blessing to the worker. There 
is a great want of intelligent men to till the soil, who will be 
thorough. This knowledge will not be a hindrance to the education 
essential for business or for usefulness in any line. To develop 
the capacity of the soil requires thought and intelligence. Not 
only will it develop muscle, but capability for study, because the 
action of brain and muscle is equalized. We should so train the 
youth that they will love to work upon the land, and delight in 
improving it. The hope of advancing the cause of God in this 
country is in creating a new moral taste in love of work, which will 
transform mind and character. 
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False witness has been borne in condemning land which, if pro- 
perly worked, would yield rich returns . The narrow plans, the lit- 
tle strength put forth, the 'little study as to the best methods, 
call loudly for reform* The people need to learn that patient labor 
will do wonders. There is much mourning over unproductive soil, 
when if men would read the Old Testament Scriptures they would see 
that the Lord knew much better than they in regard to the proper 
treatment of land. After being cultivated for several years, and 
giving her treasure to the possession of man, portions of the land 
should be allowed to rest, and then the crops should be changed. 
We might learn much also from the old Testament in regard to the 
labor problem. If men would follow the directions of Christ in re- 
gard to remembering the poor and supplying their necessities, what 
a different place this world would be. 

The schools to be established in Australia should bring the 
question of industry to the front, and reveal the fact that physi- 
cal labor has its place in God 1 a plan for every man, and that his 
blessing will attend it. The schools established by those who 
teach and practice the truth for this time should be so conducted 
as to bring fresh and new incentives into all kinds of practical 
labor* There will be much to try the educators, but a great and 
noble object has been gained when students shall feel that love for 
God is to be revealed, not only in the devotion of heart and mind 
and soul, but in the apt, wise appropriation of their strength. 
Their temptations will be far less; from them by precept and exam- 
ple a light will radiate amid the erroneous theories and fashion- 
able customs of the world* Their influence will tend to correct 
the false idea that ignorance is the mark of a gentleman. 

God would be glorified if men from other countries who have 
acquired an intelligent knowledge of agriculture, would come to 
this land, and by precept and example teach the people how to 
cultivate the soil, that it may yield rich treasures. Men are 
wanted to educate others how to plow, how to use the implements of 
agriculture. Who will be missionaries to do this work, to teach 
proper methods to the youth, and to all who feel willing and 
humble enough to learn? If any do not want you to give them im- 
proved ideas, let the lessons be given silently, showing what can 
be done in setting out orchards and planting corn; let the harvest 
be eloquent in favor of right methods of labor. Drop a word to 
your neighbors when you can, keep up the culture of your own land, 
and that will educate. 

Let God*s glory be kept ever in view; and if the crop is a 
failure, be not discouraged; try again; but remember that you can 
have no harvest unless the ground is properly prepared for the 
seed; failure may be wholly due to neglect on this point* 

a* " lX. t T'erstL •rL* flffc* fttf -t£"tii $ti&&H±SL}?ii lo jfatiSi 3&8*t%' ' 

It may be urged by some that our school must be in the city 
in order to give influence to our work, and that if it is in the 
country, the influence is lost to the cities, but this is not neces- 
sarily the case. 

The youth who attend our school for the first time, are not 
prepared to exert a correct influence in any city as lights shin- 
ing amid the darkness. They will not be prepared to reflect light 
until the darkness of their own erroneous education is dispelled. 
In the future our school will not be the same as it has been in the 
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..past. Among Uie students there .have been .reliable j experienced 
men, who have t aken advantage of ' the opportunity to gain more know- 
ledge in order to do intelligent work in the eause of God. These 
have been a help in the school, for they have been as a balance- 
wheel; but. in the future ,-the school ydll consist mostly of those 
who need to be transformed in character, and who will need to have 
much patient labor bestowed upon -them; they will have to unlearn, 
and learn again. It \vill take time to develop the true missionary 
spirit, and the farther they are removed from the cities and the 
temptations that are flooding them, the more favorable will it be 
for them to obtain true knowledge and develop well-balanced char- 
acters. 

Farmers need far more intelligence in their work. In most 
cases it is their own fault if they do not see the land yielding 
its harvest. They should be constantly learning how to secure a 
variety of treasures from the earth. The people should learn as 
far as possible to depend upon the products that they can obtain 
from the soil. In every phase of this kind of labor they can be 
educating the mind to work for the saving of souls for whom Christ 
has died. "Ye are God»s husbandry; ye are God's buildings." 
Let the teachers in our schools take their students with them into 
the gardens and fields, and teach them how to work the soil in 
the very best manner. It would be well if ministers who labor in 
word or doctrine could enter the fields and spend some portion of 
the day in physical exercise with the students. They could do as 
Christ did in giving lessons from nature to illustrate Bible 
truth. Both teachers and students would have much more healthful 
experience in spiritual things, and much stronger minds and purer 
hearts to interpret eternal mysteries, than they can have while 
studying books so constantly, and working the brain without taxing 
the muscles. God has given men and women reasoning powers, and he 
would have them employ their reason in regard to the use of their 
physical machinery. The question may be asked, How can he get 
wisdom that holdeth the plow, and driveth oxen? By seeking her as 
silver, and searching for her as for hid treasures. "For his 
God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him." "This 
also cometh forth from the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in 
counsel, and excellent in working." 

He who taught Adam and Eve in Eden how to tend the garden, 
would instruct men tc-day. There is xvisdom for him who holds the 
plow, and plants and sows the seed. The earth has its concealed 
treasures, and the Lord would have thousands and tens of thousands 
working upon the soil who are crowded into the cities to watch 
for a chance to earn a trifle; in many cases that trifle is not 
turned into bread, but is put into the till of the publican, to 
obtain that which destroys the reason of man formed in the image 
of God. Those who will take their families into the country, 
place them where they have fewer temptations. The children who 
are with parents that love and fear God, are in every way much 
better situated to learn of the great Teacher, who is the source 
and fountain of wisdom. They have a much more favorable oppor- 
tunity to gain a fitness for the kingdom of heaven. Send the 
children to schools located in the city, where every phase of 
temptation is waiting to attract and demoralize them, and the work 
of character-building is tenfold harder for both parents and chil- 
dren. 
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The earth is to be made to give forth its strength; but with- 
out the blessing of God it could do nothing. In the beginning, 
God looked upon all that he had made, and pronounced it very good. 
The curse was brought upon the earth in consequence of sin. But 
shall this curse be multiplied by increasing sin? Ignorance is 
doing its baleful work. Slothful servants are increasing the 
evil by their lazy habits. Many are unwilling to earn their 
bread by the sweat of their brow, and they refuse to till the soil. 
But the earth has blessings hidden in her depths for those who 
have courage and will and perseverance to gather her treasures. 
Fathers and mothers who possess a piece of land and a comfortable 
home are kings and queens. 

Many farmers have failed to secure adequate returns from 
their land because they have undertaken the work as though it was 
a degrading employment; they do not see that there is a blessing 
in it for themselves and their families. All they can discern is 
the brand of servitude. Their orchards are neglected, the crops 
are not put in at the right season, and a mere surface work is 
done in cultivating the soil. Many neglect their farms in order 
to keep holidays and to attend horse races and betting clubs; 
their money is expended in shows and lotteries and idleness, and 
then they plead that they cannot obtain money to cultivate the 
soil and improve their farms; but had they more money, the result 
would still be the same. 

ELLEN G. WHITE. 
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INSTRUCTION ON THE SUBJECT QjF 
EDUCATION, 



ISSUED BY THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST GENERAL 
CONFERENCE. 



1895 

THE matter contained in the folloxving pages came to us in 
the last mail from Australia, We have given it careful thought 
and study, and feel that it contains valuable instruction and 
solemn admonition „ The times in which we live are exceedingly 
peculiar and important; and the end of all things is at hand, and 
our plans should be shaped accordingly. Our work is assuming the 
greatest significance; it is the proclamation of the everlasting 
gospel to every nation and tongue and people, and it involves the 
development of that Christian perfection under the gospel that 
will prepare a people to stand before Christ at his appearing. 

This work seems all the greater when we consider the compar- 
atively brief period allotted for its accomplishment. The work 
itself is different from anything the world has undertaken, and 
the preparation for it must be correspondingly different. The in- 
consistency of patterning after the world in our educational 
work, therefore, becomes impressively evident, While nothing is 
more natural for the human mind than to follow the ways of the 
world, still nothing can be more contrary to the will of God, 
Godis people are to "come out" and be separate. 

The subject of education cannot be too carefully studied, 
and the training for usefulness in the cause of God cannot be too 
zealously guarded. Education justly holds a commanding position 
among our people, and it largely affects our entire work. How 
necessary, then, that the wisdom of God be accepted and followed 
in directing interests so important! 

We commend the matter contained in these pages to the care- 
ful and prayerful consideration of all, and especially of those 
who are connected with any branch of our educational work. May 
God give us grace to learn the lessons that he teaches, and may 
our work, through his guidance, be acknowledged as his own. 

0. A. OLSEN, 



BATTLE CREEK, MICH. , 
MAY 22, 1895. 
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OUR EDUCATIONAL WDHK. 




NORFOLK VILLA, GRANVILLE, N. S. W #l 



AUSTRALIA, MARCH 21, 1895. 

DEAR BRETHREN: I have been much perplexed for several 
nights, I am troubled so that I am unable to sleep well* Things 
are being urged upon my attention which I must present before you* 

The teachers in our schools at the Sanitarium and College at 
Battle Creek must be on guard constantly, lest their plans and 
management shall depress and quench the faith of students who have 
had their hearts deeply impressed by the Holy Spirit* They have 
heard the voice of Jesus saying, "Son, go work to-day in ray vine- 
yard*" They feel the need of a proper course of study, that they 
may be prepared to labor for the Master, and every effort should 
be made to hasten their advancement; but the object of their edu- 
cation should be kept constantly in view* Unnecessary delay 
should not be advised or allowed* Those persons who have engaged 
to help sustain the students during their course of study suffer 
great loss both in time and money spent unwisely* These people 
have manifested their earnestness and willingness to helpj but 
they become discouraged as they see the time originally estimated 
as being necessary for the students to receive a fitting-up for 
the work, prolonged, and still the students are encouraged to take 
up another course of study at their expense. Years pass; and still 
there is urged upon the students the necessity of more education* 
This long-drawn-out process, adding and adding more time, more 
branches, is one of Satan 1 s snares to keep laborers back* 

The students themselves would not think of such a delay in 
entering the work, if it were not urged upon them by those who 
are supposed to be shepherds and guardians, and who are their 
teachers and physicians* If we had a thousand years before us, 
such a depth of knowledge would be uncalled for, although it 
might be much more appropriate; but now our time is limited* "It 
is said, To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts*" 

We are not of that class who define the exact period of time 
that shall elapse before the coming of Jesus the second time with 
power and great glory* Some have set a time, and when that has 
passed, their presumptuous spirits have not accepted rebuke, but 
they have set another and another time; but many successive fail- 
ures have stamped them as false prophets. "The secret things be- 
long unto the Lord our God; but those things which are revealed 
belong unto us and to our children forever." Notwithstanding the 
fact that there are false prophets, there are also those who are 
preaching the truth as pointed out in the Scriptures. With deep 
earnestness, with honest faith, prompted by the Holy Spirit, they 
are stirring minds and hearts by showing them that we are living 
near the second coming of Christ; but the day and hour of his ap- 
pearing are beyond the ken of man; for "of that day and hour know- 
eth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my father only*" 

But there is a day that God hath appointed for the close of 
this world's history: "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
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in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall 
the end come." Prophecy is fast -fulfilling. More, nuSpmore- 
should be said about these tremendously important subjects.. The 
day is at hand when the destiny of every soul will be fixed* for- 
ever. This day of the Lord hastens on apace. The false watchmen 
are raising the cry, "AH is well;" but the day of God is rapidly 
approaching. Its footsteps are so muffled that it does not 
arouse the world from the death-like slumber into which it has 
fallen. While the watchmen cry, "Peace and safety," "sudden des- 
truction" cometh upon them, and they shall not escape; "for as a 
snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the 
whole earth. " It overtakes the pleasure-lover and the sinful man 
as a thief in the night. When all is apparently secure, and men 
retire to contented rest, then the prowling, stealthy midnight 
thief steals upon his prey. When it is too late to prevent the 
evil, it is discovered that some door or window was not secured. 
"Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of man cometh." People are now settled to rest, imagining them- 
selves secure under the popular churches; but let all beware, lest 
there is a place left, open for the enemy to gain an entrance. Great 
pains should be taken to keep this subject before the people. 
The solemn fact is to be kept not only before the people of the 
world, but before our own churches also, that the day of the Lord 
will come suddenly, unexpectedly. The fearful warning of the 
prophecy is addressed to every soul. Let no one feel that he is 
secure from the danger of being surprised. Let no one's inter- 
pretation of prophecy rob you of the conviction of the knowledge 
of events which show that this great event is near at hand. 

The money which has been expended in additional buildings 
and in extensions on existing buildings in Battle Creek, should 
have been used for creating facilities for carrying on the work 
in places where there is nothing done at all. God is not pleased 
at the manner in which his goods have been disposed of. There is 
no respect of places or of persons, with him. 

The practice of furnishing a few persons with every ad- 
vantage of perfecting their education in so many lines that it 
would be impossible for them to make use of all of them, is an 
injury rather than a benefit to the one who has so many advantages, 
besides depriving others of the privileges they need so much. If 
there were far less of this long-continued preparation, far less 
exclusive devotion to study only, there would be much more oppor- 
tunity for an increase of the student's faith in God. He who 
longs to devote all of his energies to his studies alone, becomes 
fascinated,— is actually absorbed in his books, and loses sight 
of the goal for which he started when he came to school. It has 
been^ shown to me that some of the students are losing their spiri- 
tuality, that their faith is becoming weak, and that they do not 
hold constant communion with God. They spend nearly all their 
time in the perusal of books; they seem to know but little else. 
But what advantage will all this preparation be to them? What 
benefit will they derive for all the time and money spent? I 
tell you, it will be worse than lost. There must be less of this 
kind of work, and more faith in God's power. God's commandment- 
loving people are to testify to the world of their faith bv their 
works. a 

When students cone to Battle Creek from long distances at 
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great expense, expecting to receive instruction as how to become 
successful missionaries, that idea is not to be sunk out of sight 
in a variety of studies. Consider Moses; the one great burden 
of his soul was that the presence of God might be with him, and 
that he might behold His glory. But, if the students are given 
more studies than are absolutely necessary, it is calculated to 
cause them to forget the real object of their coming to Battle 
Creek. Now is the time when it is essential that only such work 
as is necessary should be done. Long years of preparation of the 
students has been managed on the same principle as have the build- 
ing operations. Building has been added to building, simply to 
make things a little more convenient and thorough. God is calling 
and has been calling for years, for a reform on these lines. He 
desires that there shall be no unnecessary outlay of means. The 
Lord is not in favor of having so much time and money expended 
upon a few persons who come to Battle Creek to get a better pre- 
paration for the work. In all cases there should be a most care- 
ful consideration as to the best manner of expending money in 
the education of the students. While so much is spent to put a 
few through an exhaustive course of study, there are many who are 
thirsting for the knowledge they could get in a few months; one 
or two years would be considered a great blessing. If all the' 
means are used in putting a few through several years of study, 
many just as worthy young men and young women cannot be assisted 
at all. 

I hope the managers of the Battle Creek school and Sanitarium 
will consider this matter prayerfully, intelligently, and without 
partiality. Instead of over-educating a few, enlarge him to 
get more than he really needs, while others are left without any- 
thing at all. Give students a start, but do not feel that it is 
your duty to carry them year after year. It is their duty to get 
out into the field to work, and it is your place to extend your 
charities to others who are in need of assistance. 

Christy work was not done in such a way as to dazzle men 
with his superior abilities. He came forth from the bosom of the 
AU-wise, and could have astonished the world with the great and 
glorious knowledge which he possessed; yet he was reticent and 
uncommunicative. It was not his mission to overwhelm them with 
the immensity of his talents, but to walk in meekness and lowli- 
ness, that he might instruct the ignorant in the ways of salva- 
tion. Too great devotion to study, even of true science, creates 
an abnormal appetite, which increases as it is fed. This creates 
a desire to secure more knowledge than is essential to do the 
work of the Lord. The pursuit of knowledge merely for its own 
sake, diverts the mind from devotion to God, checks advance along 
the path of practical holiness, and hinders souls from traveling 
in the way which leads to a holier, happier life. The Lord 
Jesus imparted only such a measure of instruction as could be 
utilized. My brethren, your way of representing the necessity 
for years of study is not pleasing to God. 

The Lord Jesus would have men trade upon their talents, 
and Jesus has promised that he will give grace for grace. As we 
impart to others, we shall receive more richly. And as we thus 
labor, the mind will not become clogged with a mass of matter 
which has been crowded into it with no opportunitv to impart what 
has been received. The student becomes, a mental dyspeptic by 
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being crammed with much that he cannot use. Much time hs^s been 
waited, and "the progressive usefulness of students hindored, by 
the teaching of that which cannot be utilized by the Spirit of 
God,.,. .; riuoi evsd odw.rfinc^ kor^iieo::^! '^ri^'l •• 

ovfiri t Xooffoe 'xvo nvlisbishB itb l<y aagsinavbs otlt nisidc oi zeonsi 
, Those who come to the Battle Creek school should be speedily 
and thoroughly pushed through such a course of study as would be 
of practical value in the healthy development of the body and 
holy activity of the soul. In his gospel, God speaks net merely 
to benefit the growth of the mental capacity of man, but to in- 
struct how the moral senses may be quickened. This is illustra- 
ted in the case of Daniel and the three Hebrews. They kept the 
fear and love of God ever before them, and the result is recorded 
as follows: "As for these four children, God gave them know- 
ledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had un- 
derstanding in all visions and dreams." 

Christ said: "Blessed are they that hear the word of God, 
and keep it." The bread of life alone can satisfy the hungering 
soul. The water of life alone will quench the thirst of the 
thirsty soul* The mind3 of the disciples were often excited by 
curiosity, but instead of gratifying their desire to know things 
which were not necessary for the proper conduct of their work 9 
he opened new channels of thought to their minds. He gave them 
much-needed instruction upon practical godliness, 
erii fea$i aso eH #nM o$ ls%ol si Jsrtt i-XBSrf &$t ae&ti&lLaQ Xliw 
- The many branches which students are induced to take up in 
their studiea, holding them from the work for years, are not in 
the order of God. Christ came to seek and to save that which was 
lost. When he said, "Follow me," he assumed the position of in- 
structor. All the light he brought to men from heaven is to be 
used in revealing to men the pit of destruction into which they 
have been plunged by their sins, and to point out to them the 
only path which can be traveled with hope of reaching a place of 
safety* The bright beams of the Sun of righteousness are shining 
upon this path, and the wayfaring man, though a fool, need not 
err therein. Those who come to Battle Creek are not to be en- 
couraged to absorb several years in study. 

Intemperance in study is a species of intoxication, and those 
who indulge in it, like the drunkard, wander from safe paths, and 
stumble and fall in the darkness. The Lord would have every stu- 
dent bear in mind that the eye must be kept single to the glory 
of God. They are not to exhaust and waste their physical and 
mental powers in seeking to acquire all possible knowledge of 
the sciences; but every individual is to preserve the freshness 
and vigor of their lives, their soul-energy and ambitions, and 
prepare to leave their studies in school, and take up the more 
practical studies in the sphere of activity, where angels co-op- 
erate with them. The intelligences of heaven will work through 
the human agents. The command of heaven is to do, work, — do 
something which will reflect glory to God by being a benefit 
to our fellow-men who are ready to perish. 

There is great danger that students in the schools will fail 
of learning the all-important lesson which our Master would have 
them taught e This lesson is conveyed to us in the following 
scripture: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of mej for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
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For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light*" Some have not only 
failed to learn to bear the yoke of the meek and lowly Jesus, but 
have been unable to stand against the temptations which have sur- 
rounded them* Inexperienced youth who have journeyed long dis- 
tances to obtain the advantages of an education at our school, have 
lost their hold upon Jesus . These things ought not so to be* 

The Lord do^s not choose or accept laborers according to the 
numerous advantages which they have enjoyed, or according to the 
superior education which they have received. The value of the 
human agent is estimated according to the capacity of the heart 
to know and understand God. "Thou therefore, njy son, be strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou 
hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou 
therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." 
The highest possible good is obtained through a knowledge of 
God* "This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." 

This knowledge is the secret spring from which flows all 
power. It is through the exercise of the faculty of faith that 
we are enabled to receive and practice the word of God. No ex- 
cuse can be accepted, no plea of justification received, for the 
failure to know and understand the will of the Lord. The Lord 
will enlighten the heart that is loyal to him. He can read the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. It is useless to plead that 
if it had been so and so, we would have done so and so. There 
is no if about God's requirements; his word is yea, and amen. 
There can be no question in the heart of faith as to the power 
of God to perform his promises* Pure faith works by love, and 
purifies the soul. 

To the distressed father, seeking for the tender love and 
pity of Christ to be exercised in behalf of his afflicted son, 
Jesus said: "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth." All things are possible with God, and by 
faith we may lay hold on his power. But faith is not sight j 
faith is not feeling; faith is not reality. "Faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." 
To abide in faith is to put aside feeling and selfish desires, to 
walk humbly with the Lord, to appropriate his promises, and apply 
them to all occasions, believing that God will work out his own 
plans and purposes in your heart and life by the sanctification 
of your character; it is to rely entirely, to trust implicitly, 
upon the faithfulness of God. If this course is followed, others 
will see the special fruits of the Spirit manifested in the 
life and character. 

The education received by Moses, as the king's grandson, 
was very thorough. Nothing was neglected that was calculated to 
make him a wise man, as the Egyptians understood wisdom. This 
education was a help to him in many respects; but the most valuable 
part of his fitting for his lif e~work was that received while em- 
ployed as a shepherd. As he led his flocks through the wilds of 
the mountains and into the green pastures of the valleys, the God 
of nature taught him the highest and grandest wisdom. In the 
school of nature, with Christ himself for teacher, he contemplated 
and learned lessons of humility, meekness, faith, and trust, and 
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and of a humble manner of living, .ail of which bound his soul 
closer to God* In. the solitude of ; the mountains he learned that 
which all his instruction in the king's palace was unable to im- 
part to him, --simple, unwavering faith, and constant trust in the 
Lord. 

Moses supposed that his education in the wisdom of Egypt 
had fully qualified him to lead Israel from bondage. Was he not 
learned in all the things necessary for a general of armies? 
Had he not had the greatest advantages of the best schools in 
the land? Yesj he felt that he was able to deliver them* He 
first set about his work by trying to gain the fevor of his 
own people by redressing their wrongs. He killed an Egyptian 
who was imposing upon one of his brethren. In this he manifested 
the spirit of him who was a murderer from the beginning, and 
proved himself unfit to represent the God of mercy, love, and ten- 
derness. He made a miserable failure of his first attempt # 
Like many another, he then immediately lost his confidence in 
God and turned his back upon his appointed work; he fled from 
the wrath of Pharaoh* He concluded that because of his mistake, 
his great sin in taking the life of the cruel Egyptian, God 
would not permit him to have any part in the work of delivering 
his people from their cruel bondage. But the Lord permitted 1 
these things that he might be able to teach him the gentleness, 
goodness, and long-suffering, which it is necessary for every 
laborer for the Master to possess; for it is these characteris- 
tics that constitute the successful workman in the Lord's cause. 

A knowledge of the attributes of the character of Christ 
Jesus cannot be obtained by means of the highest education in 
the most scientific schools. This wisdom is learned from the 
great Teacher alone. The lessons of Christ-like meekness, lowli- 
ness of heart, reverence for sacred things, are taught nowhere 
effectively except in the school of Christ. Moses had been 
taught to expect flattery and praise because of his superior 
abilities; but now he was to learn a different lesson. As a 
shepherd of sheep Moses was taught to care for the afflicted, 
to nurse the sick, to seek patiently after the straying, to bear 
long with the unruly, to supply with loving solicitude the 
wants of the young lainbs and the necessities of the old and feeble. 
As these phases of his character were developed, he was drawn 
nearer to his chief Shepherd. He became united to, submerged in, 
the Holy One of Israel. He believed in the great God. He held 
communion with the Father through humble prayer. He looked to 
the Highest for an education in spiritual things, and for a 
knowledge of his duty as a faithful shepherd. His life became 
so closely linked with Heaven that God talked with him face to 
face. 

Thus prepared, he was ready to heed the call of God to ex- 
change his shepherd's crook for the rod of authority; ; to leave 
his flock of sheep to take the leadership of more than a million 
idolatrous, rebellious people. But he was to depend upon the in- 
visible Leader. Even as the rod was simply an instrument in his 
hand, so was he to be a willing instrument to be worked by the 
hand of Jesus Christ. Moses was selected to be the shepherd of 
God»s own people, and it was through his firm faith and abiding 
trust in the Lord that so many blessings reached the children of 
Israel. The Lord Jesus seeks the co-operation of such men as will 
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become unobstructed channels through which the riches of heaven 
may be poured out upon the people of his love. He works through 
man for the uplifting and salvation of his chosen* 

Moses was called to labor in co-partnership with the Lord, 
and it was the simplicity of his character, combined with a prac- 
tical education, that constituted him such a representative man. 
In the very height of his human glory the Lord permitted Moses 
to reveal the foolishness of man's ivisdom, the weakness of human 
strength, that he might be led to understand his utter helpless- 
ness, and his inefficiency without being upheld by the Lord Jesus. 

The rashness of Moses in slaying the Egyptian was prompted 
by a presumptuous spirit. Faith moves in the strength and wisdom 
of God, and not in the ways of men. By simple faith Moses was 
enabled tc press through difficulties, and overcome obstacles 
which seem almost insurmountable. Yfltien they relied upon him, 
not trusting to their own power, the mighty General of armies 
was faithful to Israel, He delivered them from many difficulties 
from which they could never have escaped, if left to themselves. 
God was able to manifest his great power through Moses because 
of his constant faith in the power and in the loving intentions 
of their Deliverer. It was this implicit faith in God that made 
Moses what he was. According to all that the Lord commanded him, 
so did he. All the learning of the wise men could not make him 
a channel through which the Lord could labor, however, until he 
lost his self-confidence, realized his own helplessness, and put 
his trust in God; until he was willing to obey God*s commands 
whether they seemed to his human reason to be proper or not. 

Those persons who refuse to move forward until they see 
every step plainly marked out before them, will never accomplish 
much j but every man who shows his faith and trust in God by will- 
ingly submitting himself to him, enduring the divine discipline 
imposed, will become a successful workman for the Master of the 
vineyard. In their efforts to qualify themselves to be co-labor- 
ers with God, men frequently place themselves in such positions 
as will completely disqualify them for the molding and fashioning 
which the Lord desires to give them. Thus they are not found 
bearing, as did Moses, the divine similitude. By submitting 
to God's discipline, Moses became a sanctified channel through 
which the Lord could work. He did not hesitate to change his wag 
for the Lord's way, even though it did lead in strange paths, in 
untried ways. He did not permit himself to make use of his edu- 
cation by showing the unreasonableness of God's commands, and 
the impossibility of obeying them. Noj he placed a very low 
estimate upon his own qualifications to complete successfully 
the great work which the Lord had given him. When he started on 
his commission to deliver the people of God from their bondage, 
to all human appearances it was a most hopeless undertaking; but 
he confided in him with whom all things are possible. 

Many in our day have had far better opportunities, enjoyed 
far greater privileges for obtaining a knowledge of God, than did 
Moses, but his faith puts to shame their manifest unbelief. At 
the command of God, Moses advanced, although there was nothing 
ahead for his feet to tread upon. More than a million people' 
were depending upon him, but he led them forward step by step, 
day by day. God permitted these lonely travels through the wilder- 
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ness so that they might obtain an experience' in enduring hard- 
ships, and so that when they were in peril, they might know that 
there was relief and deliverance in God albne, and that thus they 
wight learn to know and to trust God, and to serve him with a 
living faith. It Was not the teachings of the schools of Egypt 
that enabled Moses to triumph over all his enemies, but an ever- 
abiding faith, an unflinching faith, a faith that did not fail 
under the most trying circumstances. 

When God commanded Moses to do anything, he did it without 
stopping to consider what the consequences might be. He gave 
God credit for wisdom to know what he meant, and firmness of pur- 
pose to mean what he said; and therefore Moses acted as seeing 
the Invisible. God is not seeking for men of perfect education. 
His work is not to wait while his servants go through such won- 
derfully elaborate preparations as our schools are planning to 
give; but the Lord wants men to appreciate the privilege of being 
laborers together with God,— men who will honor him by rendering 
implicit obedience to his requirements, regardless of previously 
inculcated theories. There is no limit to the usefulness of 
those who put self to one side, make room for the working of the 
Holy Spirit upon their hearts, and live lives wholly sanctified 
to the service of God, enduring the necessary discipline imposed 
by the Lord without complaining or fainting by the way. If they 
will not faint at the rebuke of the Lord, and become hard-hearted 
and stubborn, the Lord will teach both young and old, hour by 
hour, day by day. He longs to reveal his salvation to the chil- 
dren of men; and if his chosen people will remove the obstruc- 
tions, he will pour forth the waters of salvation in abundant 
streams through the human channels. 

Many who are seeking efficiency for the exalted work of 
God by perfecting ..their education in the schools of men, will 
fxnd that they have failed of learning the more important les- 
sons which the Lord would teach them. By neglecting to submit 
themselves to the impressions of the Holy Spirit, by not living 
in obedience to all God's requirements, their spiritual efficiency 
has become weakened; they have lost what ability they had to do 
successful work for the Lord. By absenting themselves from the 
school of Christ, they have forgotten the sound of the voice of 
the Teacher, and he cannot direct their course. Men may acquire 
all the knowledge possible to be imparted by the human teacher; 
but there is still greater wisdom required of them by God. Like 
Moses, they must learn meekness, loxvliness of heart, and distrust 
of self. Our Saviour himself, bearing the test for humanity, 
acknowledged that of himself he, .could do nothing. We must also 
1 ®^ n . that there is no strength in humanity alone. Man becomes 
efficient only by becoming a partaker of the divine nature. 

From the first opening of a book, the candidate for an educa- 
tion should recognize God as the one who imparts true wisdom. 
He should .seek his counsel at every step along the way. No 
arrangement should be made to which God cannot be made a party 
no union formed of which he is not the approver. The Author of 
wisdom should be recognized as the Guide from first to last. In 
tins manner the knowledge obtained from books will be bound off 
by a living faith in the infinite God. The Student should not 
permit himself to be bound down to any particular course of studies 
involving long periods of time, but should be guided in such 
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matters by the Spirit of God. 

A course of study at Arm Arbor may be thought essential for 
some; but evil influences are there ever at work ^.^ sc !^ lble 
miSds, so that the farther they advance in thexr st udxes, the 
Tess they deem it necessary to seek a knowledge of the will and 
wave of God. None should be allowed to pursue a course of study 
Zl may in any way weaken their faith in the truth and xn the 
Lord's power, or diminish their respect for a life of holxness. 
I would warn the students not to advance one step xn these lxnes, 
--not even upon the advice of their instructors or men xn posi- 
tions S authority,-unless they have first 
duallv with their hearts thrown open to the xnfluence of the 
Holv Spirit, and obtained his counsel concerning the contemplated 
coSse of study\ Let every selfish desire to distinguish your- 
selves be seaside; take every suggestion from humanity to God, 
SSLTiS the guidance of the Holy Spirit; every unholy amo- 
tion should be blotted out, lest the Lord shall say: "I have 
seen ?he foolish taking root: but suddenly I cursed hxs habxta- 
tion." Every one should move so that he can say: "Thou, 0 Lord, 
lowest St thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee." 
"Thou God seest me." The Lord weighs every motive. He xs a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents and purposes of the heart. 
Without God we are without hope; therefore let us fxx our faith 
upon him. "Thou art my hope, 0 Lord God: thou art my trust from 
my youth. M 

Every ship sailing the sea of life needs to have the divine 
Pilot on board; but when storms arise, when tempests threaten, 
^ p sons push their Pilot overboard, and commit thexr bark 
5SS the hand'of finite man, or try to steer xt themselves. Then 
disaster and wreckage generally follow, and the Pilot flamed 
for running them into such dangerous waters. ?o not comiat your- 
selves int? the keeping of men, but say, "The Lord xs my helper, 
I will seek his counsel; I will be a doer of his will. .All the 
advantages you may have cannot be a blessing to you, nether can 
thl highest clasTeducation qualify you to become a channel of 
Siit unless you have the co-operation of the divine Spxrxt. It 
it^s possible for us to receive quaUfication 
out the divine enlightenment, as it was for the gods of Egypt to 
Oliver those who trusted in them. Students must not suppose that 
ev^suggestion for them to prolong their studies ^ harmony 
with God' s olan. Let every such suggestion be taken to the Lord 
in prayer, and seek earnestly for his guidance, -not only once, 
but aSdn and again. Plead with him, until you are convinced 
S£t2?«£ counsel is of God or man. Do not trust yourself to 
man. Act under the divine Guide. 

You have been chosen by Christ. You have been redeemed by 
the pilots blood of the lib. Plead before God the efficacy 
of that blood. Say unto him: "I am thine by ^eatxon} I am 
thine by redemption. I respect human authorxty, and the advxce 
of my brethren; but I cannot depend wholly upon theee. I want 
thee 0 God, to teach me. I have covenanted with thee to adopt 
Se divine standard of character, and make thee my counselor and 
Sdde.-a party to every plan of my life; therefore teach me." 
Let the glory of the Lord be your first consideration. Repress 
everj defir7for worldly distinction, every ambition to secure 
the first place. Encourage heart purity and holxness, that you 
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may represent the true principles^ -of the gS^pel. Let every act 
of your life be sanctified by si holy endeavor to do the Lord*s 
will, that your influence may riot lead others into forbidden paths. 
When God is the leader, his rightebiisness shall go before thee, 
and the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward. 

The Lord says, "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temp- 
tation." The advice of your own brethren may cause you to 
swerve from the path which the Lord has marked out for you to 
walk in; for the minds of men are not always under the control 
of the Holy Spirit. "Watch," lest your studies shall accumulate 
to such proportions, and become of such absorbing interest to 
you, that your mind shall become overburdened, and the desire 
for godliness be crushed out of your soul. With many students 
the motive and aim which caused them to enter school has gradual- 
ly been lost sight of, and an unholy ambition to secure a high- 
class education has led them to sacrifice the truth. Their in- 
tense interest to secure a high place among men has caused them 
to leave the will of their heavenly Father out of their calcula- 
tions; but true knowledge leads to holiness of life through the 
sanctification of the truth. 

Too often, as the studies accumulate, the wisdom from above 
has been given a secondary place, and the farther advanced the 
student becomes, the less confidence he has in God; he considers 
that much learning is the very essence of success in life; but 
if all would give due consideration to the statement of Christ, 
they would make different plans: "Without me ye can do nothing." 
Without the vital principles of true religion, without knowledge 
of how to serve and glorify the Redeemer, education is more harm- 
ful than beneficial. When education in human lines is pushed 
to such an extent that the love of God wanes in the heart, that 
prayer is neglected, and that there is a failure to cultivate 
spiritual attributes, it is wholly disastrous. It would be far 
better to cease seeking to abtain an education, and to recover 
your soul from its languishing condition, than to gain the best 
of educations, and lose sight of eternal advantages. There are 
many who are crowding too many studies into a limited period of 
time. They are over-working their mental powers; and as a conse- 
quence they see many things in a perverted light. They are not 
content in following the prescribed course of study, but feel that 
injustice is done them when in their selfish ambition they are 
not permitted to carry all the studies that they desire to car . 
They become unbalanced in mind. They do not consider the fact 
that they would obtain a better oualification for the work of 
the Master if they would pursue a course that would not work in- 
jury to their physical, mental, and moral powers; but in over- 
burdening the mind, they bring upon themselves life-long physical 
infirmities that cripple their powers, and unfit them for future 
usefulness. 

I would not in any case counsel restriction of the education 
to ivhich God has set no limit. Our education does not end with 
the advantages that this world can give. Through all eternity 
the chosen of God will be learners. But I would advise restric- 
tion in following those methods of education which imperil the 
soul and defeat the purpose for which time and money are spent. 
Education is a grand life-work; but to obtain true education, it 
is necessary to possess that wisdom that cometh alone from God. 
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The Lord God should be represented in every phase of education, 
it is a mistake to devote a period of years to the study of one 
line of book-knowledge. After a period of time has been devoted 
to study, let no one advise them to enter again upon a line of 
study, but, rather advise the students to enter upon the work 
for xvhich they have been studying. Let them be advised to put 
into practice the theories they have gained. Daniel pursued 
this course in Babylon. He put into practical use that which 
he had learned under tutors. Let students seek heavenly direction 
much more than they have done hitherto, and let them make no 
move, even though it be advised by their teachers, unless they 
have most humbly sought wisdom from God, and have received his 
guidance and counsel. 

Students are authorized to go to school for a certain length 
of time in order to acquire scientific knowledge; but in doing 
this they should ever consider their physical necessities, and 
seek their education in such a way as not to injure in the least 
the temple of the body. Let them be sure not to indulge in any 
sinful practice, not to burden themselves with too many studies, 
not to become so absorbed in devotion to their studies that the 
truth will be supplanted, the knowledge of God expelled from the 
soul, by the inventions of men. Let every moment that is devoted 
to study be a moment in which the soul is conscious of its God- 
given responsibilities. There will be no need then of enjoining 
the students to be true and just, and to preserve their souls 1 
integrity. They will breathe a heavenly atmosphere, and every 
transaction will be inspired by the Holy Spirit, and equity and 
righteousness will be revealed. 

But if the body is neglected, if unsuitable hours are con- 
sumed in study, if the mind is over-taxed, if the physical powers 
are left unemployed and become enfeebled, then the human machinery 
is trammeled, and matters that are essential for our future wel- 
fare and eternal peace are neglected. Book-knowledge is made 
all-important, and God is dishonored. The student forgets the 
words of inspiration, and does not follow the instruction of the 
Lord when he says: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And 
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God." The minds of many need 
to be renewed, transformed, and molded after God f s plan. Many 
are ruining themselves physically, mentally, and morally, by 
over-devotion to study. They are defrauding themselves for time 
and eternity through practicing habits of intemperanceiin seeking 
to gain an education. They are losing their desire to learn, 
in the school of Christ, lessons of meekness and lowliness of 
heart. Every moment that passes is fraught with eternal results. 
Integrity will be the sure result of following in the way of 
righteousness. 

Is it necessary that in order to solve the problem of educa- 
tion one must commit robbery toward God, and refuse to give God 
the willing service of the powers of the spirit, soul, and body? 
God calls upon you to be doers of his word, in order that you may 
be thoroughly educated in the principles that will give you a 
fitness for heaven. No method of education should be followed 
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that will crowd out the word of God, Let the word of God be 
the man of your counsel. . . The' purpose of education should be to 
take in light in order that you may impart light by letting it 
shine forth to others in good works. The highest of all educa- 
tion is the knowledge of God. "Thus saith the Lord, Let not 
the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving-kindness, 
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things 
I delight, saith the Lord." Read the first and second chapters 
of 1 Corinthians with deep interest, and pray that God will give 
you understanding so that you may comprehend and put into practice 
the truths there revealed. "For ye see your calling, brethren, 
how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things 
of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things that are mighty; and 
base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught 
things that are: that no flesh should glory in his presence. 
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 
that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord." "The Lord is exalted; for he dwelleth on high; he 
hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness. And wisdom and 
knowledge shall be the stability of thy time, and strength of 
salvation: the fear of the Lord is his treasure." 

Time is short, and there are but few workers in the vine- 
yard of the Lord. Several have been sent from this part of the 
world to be educated at Battle Creek, in order that they may 
become laborers together with God. It was hoped that the Holy 
Ghost would work with them for the salvation of those who are 
in the shadow of death. These students have been supported by 
the sacrifices of men and women who, to my certain knowledge, have 
hired money to pay the tuition and to cover the expenses. The world 
is to be warned; and yet you have thought it necessary to 
consume time and money in making an unnecessarily large prepar- 
ation for the work that these students may be called upcn to do. 
The same God lives to-day that Isaiah saw in his vision, and 
can give enlightenment to those who are acting a part in the work 
of fitting men for a solemn, sacred work. He says: "I the 
Lord love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I 
will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them," 

Those who are directing in the work of education are placing 
too large an amount of study before those who have come to Battle 
Creek to fit up for the work of the Master. They have supposed 
that it was necessary for them to go deeper and deeper into educa- 
tional lines; and while they are pursuing various courses of 
study, year after year of precious time is passing away, and 
golden opportunities are flitting by never to return. There is 
procrastination in setting these, men to work; and students are 
losing their burden for souls, and are depending more and more up- 
°? Ration in book-knowledge, rather than upon the efficiency 
of the Holy Spirit, and upon that which the Lord has promised to 
do for them. 
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This burden has been upon me for years, A course is pursued 
at Battle Creek such as the Lord does not approve. The end of 
all things is at hand. The day of distress, of anguish, of plague, 
of retribution, of judgment for sin, is coming on the world as a 
thief in the night. The time is near when sudden destruction 
will come upon the world, and they will not escape. I have a 
word of warning for you t Tou are viewing things in altogether too 
feeble a light, and far too much from a merely human standpoint. 
A very small portion of God f s great moral vineyard has yet been 
worked. Only a few, comparatively, have received the last mes- 
sage of mercy that is to be given to the world. Students are led 
to suppose that their efficiency depends upon their education 
and training; but the success of the work does not depend upon 
the amount of knowledge men have in the scientific studies* The 
thought to be kept before students is that time is short, and they 
must make speedy preparation for doing the work that is essential 
for this time. Every man, in and through the grcce given him 
of God, is to do the work, not depending on his human earnestness 
or ability; for God can remove human ability in a moment. Let 
each one in the strength of the living Saviour, who to-day is 
our advocate in the courts of heaven, strive to do the will of 
God. 

I am bidden to say to you that you know not how soon tho 
crisis may come. It is stealing gradually upon us, as a thief. 
The sun shines in the heavens, passing over its usual round, and 
the heavens still declare the glory of God; men are still pursuing 
their usual course of eating and drinking, planting and building, 
marrying and giving in marriage; merchants are still engaged in 
buying and selling; publications are still issuing one upon an- 
other; men are jostling one against another, seeking to get the 
highest place; pleasure-lovers are still attending theaters, 
horse-races, gambling hells, and the highest excitement prevails, 
yet probation^ hour is fast closing, arid every case is about to 
be eternally decided. There are few who believe with heart and 
soul that we have a heaven to win and a hell to shun; but these 
few show their faith by their works. The signs of Christ f s coming 
are fast fulfilling. Satan sees that he has but a short time in 
which to work, and he has set his Satanic agencies at work to 
stir the elements of the world, in order that men may be deceived, 
deluded, and kept occupied and entranced until the day of proba- 
tion shall be ended, and the door be forever shut. 

The kingdoms of this world have not yet become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ. Do not deceive yourselves; be 
wide-awake, and move rapidly, for the night cometh in which no 
man can work. Do not encourage students, who come to you burden- 
ed for the work of saving their fellow-men, to enter upon course 
after course of study. Do not lengthen out the time for obtain- 
ing an education to many years. By this course they suppose that 
there is time enough, and this very plan proves a snare to their 
souls. Many are better prepared, have more spiritual discrimina- 
tion and knowledge of God, and know more of his requirements, when 
they enter upon a course of study than when they graduate. They 
become inspired with an ambition to become learned men, and are 
encouraged to add to their studies until they become infatuated. 
They make their books their idol, and are willing to sacrifice 
health and spirituality in order to obtain an education. They 
limit the time which they should devote to prayer, and fail to 
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improve the opportunities which they have had to do good, and do 
not communicate light and knowledge. They fail to put to use 
the knowledge which they have already obtained, and do not ad- 
vance in the science of winning souls. Missionary work becomes 
less and less desirable, while the passion to excel in book-knowl- 
edge increases abnormally* In pursuing their studies, they sepa- 
rate from the God of wisdom* Some congratulate them on their ad- 
vance, and encourage them to take degree after degree, even 
though they are less qualified to do the work of God after Christ's 
manner of instruction than they were before they entered the 
school at Battle Creek, 

The question was asked those assembled: "Do you believe 
the truth? do you believe the third angel's message? If you do 
believe, then act your faith, and do not encourage men to continue 
in Battle Creek when they should be away from that place doing 
their Master's business," The Lord is not glorified in this 
procrastination. Men go to Battle Creek, and receive a far high- 
er idea of their capabilities than they should. They are encou- 
raged to take a long, protracted course of study; but God's way 
is not in it. It does not have a heavenly indorsement. Precious 
probationary time will not permit of long protracted years of 
drill, God calls; hear his voice, as he says, "Go work to-day 
in raj'- vineyard," Now, just now, is the time to work. Do you be- 
lieve that the Lord is coming, and that the last great crisis is 
about to break upon the world? 

There will soon be a sudden change in God's dealings. The 
world in its perversity is being visited by casualties,— by floods, 
storms, fires, earthquakes, famines, wars, and bloodshed. The 
Lord is slow to anger, and great in power; yet he will not at all 
acquit the wicked. "The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and 
in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet." 0 that 
men might understand the patience and long-suffering of God! He 
is putting under restraint his own attributes. His omnipotent 
power is under the control of Omnipotence. 0 that men would 
understand that God refuses to be wearied out with the world's per- 
versity, and still holds out the hope of forgiveness even to 
the most undeserving I But his forbearance will not always con- 
tinue, Who is prepared for the sudden change that will take 
place in God's dealing with sinful men? Who will be prepared to 
escape the punishment that will certainly fall upon transgres- 
sors? 

We have not a temporal millennium in which to do the work 
of warning the world. There is need of transformation of soul. 
The most effective intelligence that can be obtained will be ob- 
tained in the school of Christ. Understand that I say nothing in 
these words to depreciate education, but to warn those who are 
in danger of carrying that which is lawful to unlawful extremes, 
and of making altogether too much of human education. Rather 
insist upon the development of precious, Christian experience; 
for without this, the education of the student will be of no avail. 

If you see that students are in danger of becoming engros- 
sed in their studies to such an extent as to neglect the study 
of that book which gives them information as to how to secure 
the future welfare of their souls, then do not present the temp- 
tation of going deeper, of protracting the time for educational 
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discipline* In this way all that will make the student's educa- 
tion of value to the world will be sunk out of sight . Christ 
Jesus is to be loved more and more; but seme have gone to Battle 
Creek in the pursuit of education, when, had they remained away, 
they would have been far better prepared for the work of God. 
They would have carried it forward in simplicity, in the manner 
in which Christ labored. They would have depended more upon God 
and upon the power of the Holy Spirit, and far less upon their 
education. Long periods of continual study are injurious to 
physical, mental and moral well-being. 

Read the Old and New Testaments with a contrite heart. Read 
them prayerfully and faithfully, pleading that the Holy Spirit 
will give you understanding. Daniel searched the portion of the 
Old Testament which he had at his command, and made the word of 
God his highest instructor. At the same time he improved the 
opportunities that were given him to become intelligent in all 
lines of learning. His companions did the same, and we read: 
"In all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the kind in- 
quired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magi- 
cians and astrologers that were in all his realm." "As for 
these four children (for they were mere youths), God gave them 
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had 
understanding in all visions and dreams." 

Students that exalt the sciences above the God of science, 
will be ignorant when they think themselves very wise. If you 
cannot afford time to pray, cannot give time for coraaunion with 
God, for self-examination, and do not appreciate that wisdom which 
comes alone from God, all your learning will be deficient, and 
your schools and colleges will be found wanting. "The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." What faith are we cherish- 
ing? Have we a faith that works by love and purifies the soul? 
Have we faith according to the light we have received? Satan 
would be exultant if he could work himself in at Battle Creek to 
deter the work of God by pressing in human inventions in advice 
and counsel. He would be delighted to have the workers absorbed 
in years of preparation, so that education would become a hindr- 
ance instead of an advancement. 

The Holy Spirit of God has been striving with many youth, 
and has been urging them to give themselves to the cause and work 
of God. VJhen they offer themselves to the Conference, they are 
advised to take a course of study at Battle Creek before they 
shall enter the work. This is all very well if the student is 
evenly balanced with principle} but it is not consistent that 
the worker should be long delayed in preparation. Most earnest 
work should be given to advance those who are to be missionaries. 
Every effort should tell to their advantage, so that they shall 
be sent forth as speedily as possible. They cannot afford to 
wait until their education is considered complete. This can 
never be attained; for there will be a constant course of educa- 
tion carried on throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity. 

There is a large work to be done, and the vineyard of the 
Lord needs laborers. Missionaries should enter the field before 
they shall be compelled to cease labor. There are now open 
doors on every side; they cannot afford to wait to complete years 
of training; for the years before us are not many, and we need 
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to work while the day lasts. It is not best to advise men and 
women tc take a course of study at Ann Arbor. Many who have been 
there have not been benefited in the past, and will not be in 
the future. 

Mark the features of Christ ! s work. He moved in the great- 
est simplicity. Although his followers, were fishermen, he did 
not advise them to go first into the school of the rabbis before 
entering upon the work. He called his disciples from their 
fishers 1 nets, and said: "Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of men. 11 He called Matthew from the receipt of customs, and 
said, "Follow me." All that they were required to do was to fol- 
low Jesus, to do as he commanded them, and thus enter into his 
school, where God could be their teacher. As long as time shall 
last, we shall have need of schools. There will always be need 
for education; but we must be careful lest education shall absorb 
every spiritual interest. 

There is positive peril in advising students to pursue one 
line of education after another, and to leave them to think that 
by so doing they will attain perfection. The education that will 
be obtained will only be deficient in every way. The Lord says: 
"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing 
the understanding of the prudent. Vftiere is the wise? where is 
the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the 
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe This 
is God's devised plan; and through successive generations, through 
centuries of heathenism, this plan has been carried forward, not 
as an experiment, but as an approved way for the spreading of the 
gospel. Through this method from the beginning conviction came 
upon man, and the world was enlightened concerning the gospel of 
God. The highest grade of schooling that any human being can at- 
tain to is the schooling given by the divine Teacher. This is 
the knowledge that in a special sense we shall greatly need as 
we draw near the close of this world *s history, and every one will 
do well to obtain this kind of education. The Lord requires that 
men shall be under his training. There is a great work to be 
done in bringing human minds out of darkness into the marvelous 
light of God. As his human instrumentalities, we are by living 
faith to carry out his plans. Are we in a condition in which our 
faith will not work to the glory of God, or are we vessels meet 
for the Master's use, prepared for every good work? 

Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. He 
received an education in the providence of God; but a large part 
of that education had to be unlearned, and accounted as foolish- 
ness. Its impression had to be blotted out by forty years of 
experience in caring for the sheep and the tender lambs. If many 
who are connected with the work of the Lord could be isolated as 
was Moses, and could be compelled by circumstances to follow some 
humble vocation until their hearts became tender, they would make 
much more faithful shepherds than they now do in dealing with God's 
heritage. They would not be so prone to magnify their own ab- 
ilities, or seek to demonstrate that the wisdom of an advanced edu- 
cation could take the place of a sound knowledge of God. Fihen 
Christ came to the world, the testimony was that "the world by 
wisdom know not God," yet that "it pleased God by the foolishness 
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of preaching to save them that believe." 

The experiment of the world's wisdom had been fully tested 
at the advent of Christ , and the boasted human wisdom had proved 
wanting. Men knew not the true wisdom that comes from the source 
of all good. The world 5 s wisdom was weighed in the balances, 
and found wanting. You are giving the students under your guar- 
dianship ideas that are not correct. If they had received far 
less of them, they would have been better fitted for the prose- 
cution of their work. You do not properly consider the instruction 
and the method of our Lord Jesus Christ, yet he was the only 
perfect Educator in our world. "Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God j that we 
might know the things that are free3y given to us of God. Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which man ! s wisdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghost teachethj comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him; 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is 
judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that 
he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ," 

You need to be learning in the school of Christ to-day. The 
Lord has power to work with his own agents. You are loading down 
poor finite men with weighty advantages to do a large work, when 
they have no opportunity or call to use a large share of the bur- 
den of studies that they have undertaken to master. Golden op- 
portunities are passing into eternity, and counsel has been given 
that should have been withheld; and much more and better work 
might have been done than has been done, if the period spent in 
Battle Creek by many of the workers had been materially shortened. 
They should have been set at work communicating the light and 
knowledge they have received to those who are in darkness. The 
God of all grace will give grace for grace. Those who go to work 
in the Lord's vineyard will learn how to work, and will call to 
remembrance the instruction they have received during their stu- 
dent life. The Lord is not pleased with encouraging these work- 
ers to spend years in accumulating knowledge which they will have 
no opportunity to impart. Precious youth, who ought to be labor- 
ing for God, have come to Battle Creek to receive an education, 
and to gain a better knowledge as to how to work. They ought to 
have been taught that which is essential in a very short period. 
They ought not to require years for their education before they 
can respond to the call, "Go work to-day in my vineyard," Instead 
of sending them froth as laborers after they have put in months 
and years at the College, they are advised to take other studies, 
and to make progress along additional lines. They are counseled 
to spend .months and years in institutions where the truth is 
denied and controverted, and where error of a most specious, un- 
scriptural character is insidiously introduced. These doctrines 
become mingled with their studies. They become engrossed in ad- 
vancing in educational lines, and they lose their love for Jesus j 
and before they know what is the matter with them, they are far 
from God, and are all unprepared to respond to the command, "Go 
work to-day in my vineyard." The desire for missionary effort is 
gone. They pursue their studies with an infatuation that closes 
the door to the entrance of Christ. When they graduate, and have 
full commission to go out as properly educated students, some have 
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lost all burden for the work, and are far less prepared to en- 
gage in the service of God than when they came to Battle Creek 
at first. 

The messenger turned to the congregation, and said, "Do 
you believe the prophecies? Do you who know the truth, under- 
stand that the last message of warning is now being given to the 
world, —the last caU of mercy is now being heard? Do you be- 
lieve that Satan has come down with great power, working with 
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in ©very place? Do you 
believe that great Babylon has come up in remembrance before God, 
and that soon she will receive from God ! s hand double for all 
her sins and iniquities?" Satan is pleased to have you hold 
men and women in Battle Creek who should be laborers together 
with God in his great moral vineyard . If the enemy can keep 
workers out of the field on any pretext, he will do so* This 
advanced preparation which keeps talent out of the field gives' 
no chance for the Lord to work with his workers. Many are led 
to occupy time, talent, and means selfishly in obtaining an ad- 
vanced education, and at the same time the world is perishing for 
the knowledge which they could impart. Christ called the unlearn- 
ed fishermen, and gave these men knowledge and wisdom to such a 
degree that their adversaries could not gainsay or resist their 
words. Their testimony has gone to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. 

The disciples of Christ are not called upon to magnify men, 
but to magnify God, the source of all wisdom. Let educators give 
the Holy Spirit room to do its work upon human hearts. The 
greatest Teacher is represented in our midst by his Holy Spirit. 
However you may study, however you may reach higher and still 
higher, although you occupy every moment of your probationary 
time in the pursuit of knowledge, you will not become complete. 
VJhen time is over, you would have to ask yourself the question, 
"What good have I done to those who are in midnight darkness? To 
whom have I communicated the knowledge of God, or even the knowl- 
edge of those things for which I have spent so much time and 
money?" It will soon be said in heaven, "It is done." "He that 
is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let 
him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be right- 
eous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, 
behold, I come quickly j and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be." Ihen this flat is spoken, 
every case will have been decided. Far better would it be for 
workers to take smaller work, and to go about it slowly and 
humbly, wearing the yoke of Christ and bearing his burdens, than 
to devote years in preparation for a large work, and then fall 
to bring sons and daughters to God, fail to have any trophies to 
lay at the feet of Jesus. Men and women are hovering altogether 
too long in Battle Creek. God calls them, but they do not hear his 
voice. Fields are neglected, and that means that minds are unen- 
lightened. Corrupt seed is being rapidly sown in the hearts of 
the youth, and great practical truths must be brought in contact 
with the children and youth j for truth is powerful. 

Christian teachers are called to work for God. The leaven 
of truth must be introduced before it can work transformation of 
character. It would be far better for our youth to be less ac- 
complished in branches of study than to be lacking in humility and 



-219- 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



meekness, and to be devoid of contrite hearts* The work of some 
of our educators has been to unfit students to be laborers to- 
gether with God* You should study to become acquainted with the 
manner in which Jesus worked and preached* He was self-denying, 
and self-sacrificing* He did not shun toil; he suffered reproach, 
scorn, insult, mockery, and abuse; but are our students educated 
in such a way as will prepare them to walk in his footsteps? 
God is not in your procrastination* Your temptation to follow on 
year upon year in lines of study, is taking hold of minds, and 
they are gradually losing the spirit with which the Lord inspired 
them to go to work in his vineyard. Why cannot responsible men 
discern what will be the sure results of thus detaining the stu- 
dents, and of teaching them to put off the work of the lord? 
Time is passing into eternity, and yet those who were sent to 
Battle Greek to be fitted up to work in the vineyard of the Lord 
are not encouraged to do what they could do to advance the cause 
of God* Many privileges are supplied to those who already know 
the truth, and yet are not practicing the truth* Money and 
strength that should be expended in the highways and hedges of 
the world, are expended on those who do not improve the light 
that they already have by conmunicating that light to those who 
are in darkness. When Philip received the light, he went and 
called Nathanaelj but many youths who might do a special work for 
the Master, will not make a move until they have had multiplied 
opportunities* 

Ministers of Jesus Christ should apportion some part of 
God*s vineyard to men who are standing idle in the market-place* 
If they blunder, then correct their mistakes, and set them at 
work again* Many more have been hindered from going forth into 
the work than have been encouraged to trade upon their talents, 
and yet it is by using their ability that they learn how to 
employ their talents. Many have gone to Battle Creek to obtain 
an education who could have been better instructed in their 
own country. Time has been lost needlessly, and money has been 
needlessly expended, a work has been left undone, and souls have 
been lost, because of the miscalculation of those who thought 
they were serving God. The Lord lives, and his Holy Spirit pre- 
sides everywhere. The impression must not prevail that Battle 
Creek is the Jerusalem of the world, and that all must go up 
there to worship. Those who desire to learn, and who make every 
possible, effort to acquire knowledge, walking conscientiously 
in the light of the truth, need not journey to Battle Creek. God 
is our teacher; and those who would improve their talents where 
they are, will be blessed with teachers sent of God to instruct 
them,— teachers who have been preparing to do a work for the Mas- 
ter. To spend more time, to spend more money, is to do worse 
than to lose it, for those who seek to obtain an education <vt the 
expense of practical godliness are on the losing sidej that which 
they acquire in educational lines during the time when they 
should have entered upon the work, is mere waste and loss* The 
heavenly intelligences are waiting for human agents with whom 
they can co-operate as missionaries in the dark parts of the 
earth. God is waiting for men to engage in home missionary work 
in our large cities, and men and women are retained in Battle 
Creek when they should be distributed in the cities and towns, 
along the highways and hedges. They should be calling and bidding 
men to come to the marriage supper, for all things are now ready* 
There will be missionaries who will do good work in the Master *s 
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vineyard who do not go to Battle Creek* 

Those who go to Battle Creek meet with tempt: tions that they 
did not suppose could ey±xt in that place* They meet with dis- 
couragements which they m$& not have had, and they are not helped 
in their religious experience by going to that place. They lose 
much time because they know not what they are to do, and no one 
is prepared to tell them. They lose much time in following occu- 
pations which have no bearing upon the work for which they desire 
to fit themselves. The common and the sacred work are co-mingled, 
and stand on a level. But this is not a wise policy. God looks 
on and does not approve. Many things might have been done that 
would have had lasting influence, had they worked moderately and 
in humility in the place where they were. Time is passing; souls 
are deciding either for evil or good, and the warfare is constantly 
increasing,, How many who know the truth for this time are work- 
ing in harmony with its principles? It is true that something 
is being donej but more—far more— should have been done. The 
work is accumulating, and the time for doing the work is dimin- 
ishing. It is now time for all to be burning and shining lights; 
and yet many are failing to keep their lamps supplied with the 
oil of grace, and trimmed and burning so that light may gleam 
out to-day. 

Too many are counting on a long stretch of a tomorrow; but 
that is a mistake . Let every one be educated in such a way as 
to shew the importance for the special work for today* Let 
every one work for God and work for souls; let each one show wis- 
dom, and never be found in idleness, waiting for some one to come 
around and set him to work. The "some-one" who could set you 
to work is overcrowded with responsibilities, and time is lost 
in waiting for his directions. God will give you wisdom in re- 
forming at once; for the call is stillinade, "Son, go work to- 
day in my vineyard. " Some may still be undecided, yet the call 
is still heard: "Go work to-day in my vineyard." "To-day if 
ye hear his voice, harden not your hearts." The Lord prefaces 
the requirement by the use of the word "son." How tender, how 
compassionate, yet withal how urgent I His invitation to work 
in his vineyard is also a command. "IVhat. know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with 
a price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are Godis." 



ELLEN ^ G. i'JHITE. 
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PROPER METHODS OF WORK IN 



THE SOUTHERN FIELD. 




ARMADALE, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA. 



NOV. 20, 1895. 



DEAR BRETHREN — : 

THIS morning I attended a meeting where a select few were 
called together to consider some questions that were presented 
to them by a letter soliciting consideration and advice on 
these subjects. Of some of these subjects I could speak, be- 
cause at sundry times and in divers places many things have 
been^ presented to me in reference to some matters of labor that 
^quired great caution in speech as well as in the expression 
of thoughts with the pen. The advice given to our brethren in 
the Southern field has been diverse; it would bring in confu- 
sion. 

As my brethren read the selections from letters, I knew what 
to say to them; for this matter has been presented to me again ' 
and again in regard to the Southern field. I have not felt at 
liberty to write out the matter until now. I will endeavor to 
make some brief statements at this time, hoping soon to have an 
opportunity to speak more clearly and at length. 

The light that the Lord has given me at different times 
has been that the Southern field, where the greatest share of 
the population of the colored race is, cannot be worked after 
the same methods as other fields. They are excitable, and 
outward actions in bodily exercise more than inward piety, com- 
pose their religion. Should the colored people in the Southern 
States be educated, as they receive the truth, that they should 
work on Sunday, there would be excited a most unreasonable and 
unjust prejudice. Judges and jurors, lawyers and citizens, 
would, if they had a chance, bring decisions which would bind 
about them rites which would cause much suffering, not only to 
the ones whom they term guilty of breaking the laws of their 
State, but all the colored people everywhere would be placed in 
a position of surveillance, and under cruel treatment by the 
white people, that would be no less than slavery. They have been 
treated as chattels, regarded as not much above the dumb ani- 
mals, to do just as their masters told them to do. This has 
degraded all their powers, and a different method of labor al- 
together must be pursued toward them, than where the colored 
people have had greater advantages of schooling, and have learn- 
ed to read. 

As the colored people have not been educated to read, and 
have not been uplifted, their religion is more of bodily exer- 
cise than inward peity. There cannot be anything like the kind 
of labor pursued toward them, that is bestowed upon the people 
whose religion is not outward workings. The Lord will look upon 
this poor, neglected, down-trodden race with great compassion. 
Everything of a character to set them in a position of opposi- 




tion to authorities, as working on Sunday would cause the color- 
ed people great suffering and cut off the possibility of the 
white laborers 1 going among them; for the workers that intended 
to do them good, would be charged with raising insurrections* 

I do not want anything of this character to appear, for I 
know the result . Tell them they need not provoke their neigh- 
bors by doing work on Sunday; that this will not prevent them 
from observing the Sabbath, The Sabbath should not be introduced 
until they know the first principles of the religion of Jesus 
Christ i The truth as it is in Jesus is to be made known, little 
by little, line upon line, and precept upon precept* 

Punishment for any offense would be visited unsparingly and 
unmercifully upon the colored people * Here is a neglected field, 
rank with corruption, needing to be taught everything; here is 
a field where medical missionary work can be one of the greatest 
blessings. In this line the truth may be introduced, but the 
very first principles of Christianity are to be taught in the 
A, B, and C> Schools are to be established, having not only 
children, but fathers and mothers, learning to read* 

Teaching the truth is involving great liabilities. It is 
essential, then, that families should settle in the South, and 
as missionary workers they can, by precept and example, be a 
living power. There cannot be much preaching. The least notice 
possible should be given to the point of what is doing and what 
is to be done; for it will create suspicion and jealousy in the 
minds of men, who with their fathers and grandfathers, have 
been slaveholders. There has been so little done for the color- 
ed people that they are in moral degradation, and are looked up- 
on as slaves to the white population still, although they have 
been emancipated at terrible cost. 

We are to study the situation with great care, for the Lord 
is our enlightener* The Lord has given men capabilities to 
exercise, but there is too little deep thinking, and too little 
earnest praying that the Lord would give wisdom at all times 
how to work difficult fields,, We are under obligation to God, 
and if we love God, we are in duty bound not only on the general 
ground of obligation and obedience, to obey the orders of our 
spiritual Leader, but to save as many souls as we can, to pre- 
sent them as sheaves to Jesus Christ, who gave himself a living 
sacrifice to ransom them, and make them free servants of Jesus 
Christ. There is not to be one word uttered which would stir up 
the slumbering enmity and hatred of the slaves against disci- 
pline and order, or to present before them the injustice that 
has been done them. 

Nothing can be done at first in making the Sabbath question 
prominent, and if the colored people are in any way educated to 
work on Sunday, there will be unsparing, merciless oppression 
brought upon them. Already there has been too much printed in 
regard to the persecution of the Sabbath-keepers in the Southern 
States, and those who are bitter against the lav/ of God, tramp- 
ling it under their feet, are all the more in earnest to make 
human laws a power. Their religious prejudice and bigotry would 
lead them to do any act of violence, verily thinking they were 
doing God's service; for they are in great error, A blind zeal 
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under false religious theories, is the most violent and merci- 
less. There are many who are stirred up by the representations 
in our papers, to do just as their neighboring States are doing. 
All these things give them the appearance of defying the law. 
In Christ's day, when persecuted in one city, they fled to an- 
other. It may be the duty of those persecuted, to locate them- 
selves in another city or another country. "And ye shall be 
hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to 
the end shall be saved. But when they persecute you in this 
city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye 
shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of 
Man be come. The disciple is not above his master, nor the ser- 
vant above his lord." Matt. 10:22-24. 

At present, persecution is not general, but let the South- 
ern element have words come to them of a nature to arouse their 
excitable disposition, and the whole cause of truth would suffer, 
and the great missionary field be closed. Let all be warned. 
Let the instruction be given to this iruch-cppressed people that 
the keeping of the Sabbath does not necessitate their working 
on Sunday* for if they should do this, they would have instigated 
against them all the powers of the white population who are 
transgressors of the law of God, Church-members and priests and 
rulers will combine to organize secret societies to work in their 
land to whip, imprison, and destroy the lives of the colored 
race. History will' be repeated. Let efforts be made in silent 
a manner as possible} ; but this people need not be told that the 
observance of Sunday is the mark of the beast until this time 
shall come. If the Southern people get some of the ideas in 
their minds of the mark of the beast, they would misconstrue 
and give, honestly, the most false impression on these subjects, 
to do strange things. 

As many of the people cannot read for themselves, there are 
plenty of professed leaders who will read the Bible falsely, and 
make it testify to a lie. Many are working in this line now 
among those who are poor scholars, and have not a knowledge of 
the Scriptures. Our publications also will be misread. Things 
will be read out of the books that were never there, advocating 
the most objectionable things. An excitement could be easily 
worked up against Seventh-day Adventists. The most successful 
methods are to encourage families who have a missionary spirit, to 
settle in the Southern States, and work with the people without 
making any noise. 

ctittsJa bLvon dohlvr fco^&j^r tnov one ad oi ion si sieriT .iexiriO 
In such places as the Southern field, there should be esta- 
blished sanitariums. There should be those who believe the 
truth, —colored servants of God,—under the training to do work 
as medical missionaries under the supervision of white managers; 
for this combination will be much more successful. The medical 
missionary workers, co-operating with families who shall make 
their home in the South, need not think that God will condemn them 
if they do not work on Sunday; for the Lord understands that 
every effort must be made not to create prejudice, if the truth 
finds standing-place in the South. The words of truth cannot 
go forth with great publicity, but schools should be started by 
famiUes coming into the South, and working in schools, not with 
a large number congregated in one school, but as far as possible 
in connection with those who have been working in the South. 
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Dwell particularly upon the love of God, the righteousness of 
Christ, and the open treasure-house of God, presenting the truth 
in clear lines upon personal piety. There will be the bad in- 
fluence of the white people upon the blacks as there has been in 
the past. Evil angels will work with their own spirit upon evil 
men. Those co-operating with those who work in any place to 
uplift Jesus and to exalt the law of God, w^ll find to all in- 
tents and purposes that they wrestle not against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, and against spiritual wickedness in 
high places. 

therefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye ' 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about the 
truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your 
feet shod wit*i the preparation of the gospel of peace; above 
all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 11 

Here is our sufficiency. Our defense is in the preparation 
of the gospel. The Lord will give wisdom to all who ask him; 
but let those who are to work difficult and peculiar fields, 
study Christ *s methods. Let not their own peculiar traits of 
character be brought into the work; for Satan knows upon just 
what traits of character to work, that objectionable features 
may be revealed. These traits of character, received by inheri- 
tance or cultivated, are to be cut away from the soul, and the- 
Spirit of Christ is to take possession of the organs of speech, 
of the mental power, of the physical and moral powers, else when 
in the midst of important interests, Satan shall work with his 
masterly power to create a condition of things that will call in- 
to active exercise these special traits of character, and will 
bring defeat just when there should be a victory, and so the 
cause of God will sustain a loss. 

"And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the 
Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I 
might gain them that are under the law; to them that are without 
law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the 
law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. To 
the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made 
all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. And 
this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker there- 
of xvith you." We know that the apostle did not sacrifice one 
jot of principle. He did not allow himself to be led away by the 
sophistry and maxims of men. He was not to coincide with the 
suppositions and assurances of men who were teaching for doctrine 
the commandments of men; because iniquity and transgression were 
in the ascendency and advancing, he did not allow his love to 
wax cold. All zeal and earnestness are to be retained; but at 
the same time the features of our faith, if expressed, would, by 
the elements with which you have to deal, arouse prejudice at 
once. 

Paul could be as zealous as any of the most zealous, in his 
allegiance to the law of God, and show that he was perfectly fami- 
liar with the Old Testament Scriptures, He could dwell upon the 
types and shadows that typified Christ; he could exalt Christ, and 
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tell all about Christ/ and his special work in behalf of human- 
ity, and what a field he had to explore. He could advance most 
precious light upon the prophecies, that they had not seenj and 
yet he would not offend them* Thus the foundation was laid nic- 
ely, that when the time came that their spirits softened, he 
could say in the language of John, Behold in Jesus Christ, who 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sins of the world . 

To the Gentiles, he preached Christ as their only hope of 
salvation, but did not at first have anything definite to say 
upon the law. But after their hearts were warmed with the pre- 
sentation of Christ as the gift of God to our world, and what 
was comprehended in the work of the Redeemer in the costly 
sacrifice to manifest the love of God to man, in the most elo- 
quent simplicity he showed that love for all mankind, —Jew and 
Gentile, —that they might be saved by surrendering their hearts 
to hlxri. Thus when, melted, and subdued, they gave themselves 
to the Lord, he presented the law of God as the test of their 
obedience. This was the manner of his working— adapting his 
methods to win souls. Had he been abrupt and unskilful in 
handling the word, he would not have reached either Jew or 
Gentile. 

He led the Gentiles along to view the stupendous truths 
of the love of God, who spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for usj and how shall he not, with him also freely give 
us all thirds? The question was asked why such an immense sac- 
rifice was required, and then ha went back to the types, and 
down through the Old Testament Scripture, revealing Christ in 
the law, and they were converted to Christ and to the law. 

!, But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And 
the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them them make 
peace." All this may be, and yet not one principle of truth be 
sacrificed. 



MRS. E. G. WHITE. 
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